
Planning Commission Reporting Form  

for Municipal Bylaw Amendments 
 

This report is in accordance with 24 V.S.A. §4441 (c) which states: 

 

“When considering an amendment to a bylaw, the planning commission shall prepare and 

approve a written report on the proposal. A single report may be prepared so as to satisfy 

the requirements of this subsection concerning bylaw amendments and subsection 4384(c) 

of this title concerning plan amendments.…. The report shall provide(:) 

 

(A) brief explanation of the proposed bylaw, amendment, or repeal and ….include a 

statement of purpose as required for notice under section §4444 of this title: 

 

The purpose of the amendments to the Westford Land Use & Development Regulations is 

to: correct certain typographical errors; clarify certain sections that had resulted in 

confusion to or unintended consequences for applicants and the DRB; to clarify how 

density and density bonuses are calculated; to clarify the driveway and road standards; 

clarify source protection areas and uses. 

 

(A)nd shall include findings regarding how the proposal: 

 

1. Conforms with or furthers the goals and policies contained in the municipal plan, 

including the effect of the proposal on the availability of safe and affordable 

housing: 

 

Westford updated its Town Plan in May 2015. In February 2016, the Westford Selectboard 

approved and adopted major revisions to Westford’s zoning regulations.  In July of 2017, 

the Westford Selectboard approved and adopted minor “housecleaning” amendments to 

said regulations. The new zoning regulations (Westford Land Use & Development 

Regulations) are in full conformance with Westford’s Town Plan. The proposed 

amendments are, in large part, ‘housecleaning’ measures intended to correct certain 

typographical errors; clarify certain sections that had resulted in confusion to and 

unintended consequences for applicants and the DRB; clarify how density and density 

bonuses are calculated; clarify the driveway and road standards; clarify source protection 

areas. 

 

When they were recently adopted in February, 2016, the Westford Land Use & 

Development Regulations contained certain typographical errors that were missed when 

the drafts were being reviewed. The regulations also contained certain sections that were at 

odds with each other, and others that produced unintended consequences. The proposed 

amendments do not make any major changes to the newly adopted regulations. The 

proposed amendments will conform with and further the goals and policies in the Town 

Plan. The proposed amendments are intended to clarify certain sections of the regulations 

so that they will be subject to less uncertainty and confusion. The proposed amendments 

will have no negative effect on the availability of safe and affordable housing.  The 

proposed regulations will two family dwellings as a permitted use in all districts and 



calculate density and density bonuses based on principal structures versus dwelling units.  

These amendments will allow for more affordable and diverse housing options. 

 

2. Is compatible with the proposed future land uses and densities of the municipal 

plan: 

 

The amendments are compatible with and further the goals of the 2015 Town Plan by 

allowing for more affordably priced housing options and a diversity of housing options.  

The proposed regulations will allow two family dwellings as a permitted use in all districts 

and calculate density and density bonuses based on principal structure versus dwelling 

units.   

 

3. Carries out, as applicable, any specific proposals for any planned community 

facilities.” 

 

This proposal will not affect any planned community facilities.  No community facilities 

are planned as of this time. 

 

Please Note: 
 

 The planning commission shall hold at least one public hearing within the 

municipality after public notice on any proposed bylaw, amendment or repeal and;. 

 

 At least 15 days prior to the first hearing, a copy of the proposed plan or 

amendment and the written report shall be delivered with proof of the receipt, or 

mailed by certified mail, return receipt requested, to each of the following: 

 

1. the chairperson of the planning commission of each abutting municipality, or in 

the absence of any planning commission in an abutting municipality, to the 

clerk of that abutting municipality; 

2. the executive director of the regional planning commission of the area in which 

the municipality is located;  

3. the department of housing and community affairs within the agency of 

commerce and community development. 

 

 The planning commission may make revisions to the proposed bylaw, amendment, 

or repeal and to the written report, and shall then submit the proposed bylaw, 

amendment or repeal and the written report to the legislative body of the 

municipality.   

 

 Simultaneously, with the submission, the planning commission shall file with the 

clerk of the municipality a copy of the proposed bylaw, amendment, or repeal, and 

the written report for public review. 

 

 


