TOWN OF WESTFORD
WINTER ROAD POLICY

The Westford Highway Department has the responsibility of maintaining 39.4 miles of town roads, of
which 36.9 miles are gravel and 2.5 miles are paved. This policy is based on the goal of obtaining safe
highway travel surfaces during winter months. It is our goal to achieve this at the earliest practical time
and in the most cost efficient manner during and after a storm event. Providing bare; dry travel surfaces
during a winter storm event is not practical and therefore not expected.

Each winter storm event is unique. It is impractical to develop specific rules on winter maintenance
operations. Therefore, the judgment of the Road Foreman often governs the quantities and type of
applications used to control snow and ice.

Snow Plowing
The Town of Westford begins plowing when snow has accumulated 2 to 3 inches. Plowing may begin as
early as 4:00 a.m. and stops when the storm has ended or 10:00 p.m., whichever comes sooner.

Sand

Sand will be applied to all gravel roads. With the use of sand in winter maintenance material, some
particles may be as large as %” in size and may cause windshield damage. Travelers should use caution
and avoid following other vehicles or town trucks too closely. The Town will not pay for any vehicle
repairs, such as the replacement of windshields. When ice is present under the sand, instant stops are
impossible.

Plow Routes

Each plow route takes approximately 4 hours to complete, sometimes longer depending on the storm.
This means if plowing started when there was 2 inches of snow on the road, by the time the truck
finishes the route there is the potential for up to 6 inches or more of snow on the road again. Therefore,
during a heavy snowstorm, at times there will be snow on the roads. There shall be no riders in the
town trucks other than the operator of the truck and authorized town officials. All town trucks shall be
pulled to the side of the road when the operator is using a cell phone.

Freezing Rain

It is important to note that salt or sand is less effective if applied before the rain stops. There is little the
Westford Highway Department can do during a freezing rainstorm. Salt and sand will be applied to the
roads sparingly during the event and more aggressively as needed once the storm is over.

Bare Roads
The Town of Westford does not have a bare road policy. Travelers who use Town roads should exercise
due care and reasonable caution while driving during the winter months.



Mailboxes

The Town will not repair or replace mailboxes damaged by snow or ice clearing operations. Heavy snow
coming off the plow blade will often knock over and damage mailboxes/posts that have not been
adequately mounted and maintained or braced, or those mailboxes with doors left open. Also
mailboxes/posts may be damaged by private contractors or homeowners during driveway clearing
operations.

Trash Placement

Trash and trash receptacles should be placed in a manner that will not interfere with winter road
maintenance. The Town will not be responsible for damage to trash receptacles or trash clean up as a
result of its obstruction of snow removal.

Parked Vehicles

No vehicle shall be parked on the Town’s right-of-way from the start of precipitation until 48 hours after
the storm ends. The Town reserves the right to tow parked vehicles at the owner’s expense. The Town
is not liable for damages incurred to vehicles parked in the Town’s right-of-way.

Plowing Across Town Roads

The practice of plowing snow from driveways across Town roads is prohibited. Residual snow creates a
dangerous obstruction (piles, ridges, etc.). Snow shoveling into the roadway will cause similar problems.
Once frozen, the piles/ridges can cause vehicles to lose control and can also cause damage to vehicles
and town trucks-and equipment. Generally, the Town will warn th'e”responsible resident fora first
occurrence. Subsequent violations may result in further action, which may include but is not limited to

fines.
Adopted this 13" day of December, 2012.
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