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Westford Town Office
1713 Vermont Route 128, Westford, Vermont 05494
Phone (802)878-4587 * Fax (802)879-6503
https://westfordvt.us/

Town Office Notes

Essex-Westford Unified Union School District Annual Meeting

The annual meeting for the Unified Union School District will be held on Monday, April 9™ with Australian ballot voting

taking place on April 10®". The warning and sample ballot can be viewed at https://westfordvt.us/essex-westford-

unified-union-school-district/.

e April 9% (Monday) — 5pm deadline to request an absentee ballot.

e April 9% (Monday) — Annual meeting and public hearing for Australian ballot questions, 7pm, at the Essex High
School in the auditorium.

e April 10* (Tuesday) — Voting day for Australian ballot articles. Polls will be open from 7am to 7pm in the Westford
School gym.

If you have any questions concerning voting, please call or email the Town Office.

Dog Licenses

Dog Licenses are due by April 2" (April 1 falls on a Sunday). A current rabies certificate is required. If you are unsure if
the current certificate is on file, please call the Town Office. If you no longer have your dog, please let us know! For
your convenience, you may mail or drop off the fee and rabies certificate along with a self-addressed stamped envelope
and your license will be mailed to you. The fee until April 2" is $13.00 unless your dog is spayed or neutered then the
fee is $11.00. Dog licenses obtained after April 2™ are subject to a late fee.

Homestead Declaration

If you are a Vermont resident and own and occupy a homestead as your domicile as of April 1, you must file a
Homestead Declaration by April 17*. For more information on filing the Homestead Declaration, please go to
http://tax.vermont.gov/property-owners/homestead-declaration.

Spring Yard Clean Up

According to the calendar, Spring has arrived! When cleaning up your yard, please keep the following in mind:

e Burn permits are required prior to any burning. Burn permits are available online
(https://westfordvt.us/administration/fire-warden/), from the Fire Warden (Dennis Angiono, 879-1231) or from the
Town Office during regular office hours.

e Yard waste, such as leaves, brush and topsoil are not considered household garbage, therefore Myers will not collect
these materials when picking up your garbage. You can compost yard waste or bring it to a participating CSWD drop
off center. For a list of centers please visit http://www.cswd.net/.

Senior Luncheon

Our next luncheon will be held on April 9th*" at the Red Brick Meeting House on the Common at noon. If we get a major
snow storm we will cancel. We have everyone’s telephone number and will give you a call that morning or the night
before if we know that far ahead. Please put the date on your calendar and try to come. Please spread the word to
others that may not read their newsletter. We want to get the word out. As always, we like to see new faces. Hope to
see you there! SPRING HAS SPRUNG! Carol Howrigan, President 878-3090

Newsletter Deadline
The deadline for the May Newsletter is 12:00 noon on Monday, April 23,




SCHOOL BOARD NOTES

The Essex Westford School District Board continues its busy schedule of meeting twice a month on the first and
third Tuesdays of each month, Community members can stay informed by reading the “takeaways” from each
meeting, reading the full minutes or watching the meeting tapes from public access TV. Links to all of this
information is available on the EWSD website at https:/www.ewsd.org/

The focus of our work in January and February was preparing a proposed budget for FY19. The resulting
budget increases spending by 1.77% but decreases education spending per equalized pupil (the number that
drives tax rates) by 1.8%. In a normal year this would result in lower projected tax rates. This is not a normal
year because last year the governor and the legislature relied on $50M in one time money to set the yields that
determine rates. That money is not available this year. In December, the Tax Commissioner published his
annual letter projecting yields for FY19. Those yields were based on the prediction that education spending
across the state would increase by 3%. Most budgets in the state have already been voted and in fact education
spending increased by about 1%. It is safe to say the numbers published in December are too high but we won’t
know the actual numbers until the legislature passes and the governor signs a bill setting the yields for next
year.

To further complicate the picture, the House just passed a bill that would dramatically change the education
funding system. Were this bill to become law, property tax rates and rates for those who pay based on income
would decrease. In addition, taxpayers would pay an income tax surcharge that would be different depending
on the income of the taxpayer.

Projecting the tax impact of this year’s budget is extremely challenging. The best numbers we have are the ones
published in December which we know will be wrong. Those are the numbers we have used in our budget
information though, as they are the only ones we can be certain of. Based on those numbers, for taxpayers that
pay some or all of their taxes based on their household income (household incomes of $147,000 or less) the tax
impact is virtually the same, 2.58% vs. 2.57% last year. For those who pay based on property and using those
December yield projections, the budget would result in a tax increase of 3.58%. This year Westford’s CLA is
declining from 100.52% to 98.25%. After applying the CLA the projected tax increase is 5.88%. We know
these numbers are higher than the final impact will be, we just don’t know by how much. The board finds this
frustrating as we’re certain taxpayers do as well.

The other important story of the budget is further savings from the merger at the central office level. Last year
administrative position savings totaled $357,828. This year the net savings from a further reduction in positions
is $563,500. The total savings across the two years is $921,328. The prediction of $1M in savings after the
third year of operation has almost been achieved.

A focus of the board and the administration at recent meetings has been proposed new start/stop times for the
school day and a proposal to have early release one day a week for common planning time for teachers. Please
visit the website for further information. Community engagement sessions are being held prior to our next two
board meetings to gather input on the proposals. These sessions begin at 5:30 and take place in the high school
cafeteria. The next one will take place on April 3 and the final one on April 17®. We encourage interested
community members to attend.

The Annual Meeting for the school district takes place on Monday, April 9™ at 7pm at the high school
auditorium. A budget presentation will be part of that meeting. Voting on the budget takes place on April 10%,
Voting is at the Westford School from 7am to 7pm. Please remember to vote.

Martha Heath and Andre Roy
Westford members of the EWSD School Board



Town of Westford
Seeking Mowing Quotes For 2018 Season

Introduction

The Town of Westford is requesting quotes for mowing of the following properties for the 2018 mowing season:
e Town Common

Town Office and Library

Area near the statue (between Brookside Road and White Church Lane)

KP lot {(small area on the west side of Route 128 just before the village)

Spiller lot (red house on corner of Common Road and Brookside Road)

24’ wide by 150’ long strip in front of 4 Common Road (from Route 128 to western boundary of property)

e Small area on the west side of the covered bridge on Cambridge Road

Services Required

1. Mowing and Trimming
All properties require weekly mowing. Trimming is not required weekly however the maximum amount of time
between trimmings shall not exceed two weeks. The mowing schedule must take into consideration the 4" of July
and shall be done in a manner that allows sufficient time for grass clippings to dry unless weather conditions make
this impossible.

2. Spring Clean-up
Spring clean-up of the town common, town office and library are to be done prior to the mowing season. Spring

clean-up consists of removing residual gravel from the lawn areas and large sticks/branches that have fallen during
the winter.

3. Perennial Garden and Trees
The perennial garden in front of the town office shall be weeded as needed. The trees on the common shall be
pruned of suckers coming up from the ground and weeded as needed. The trees shall be mulched at the beginning
of the season, if needed.

Questions
Questions pertaining to this request shall be directed to Nanette Rogers, Town Administrator, at (802)878-4587 or
townclerk@westfordvt.us.

Quote Submission
All quotes must be received by 3:00 pm on April 10, 2018. Quotes can be delivered to the following address or emailed
to townclerk@westfordvt.us:

Town of Westford
Attn: Nanette Rogers
1713 VT Route 128
Westford, VT 05494

Quotes must include:
e Company/individual name, address, telephone number and email address
e Cost breakdown of services described above with a grand total amount
e 3 references

Receipt of Proposals & Selection
Proposals will be received by the Town Administrator at the Westford Town Office until 3:00 pm on April 10, 2018. The
Selectboard plans to review the quotes and make a selection at their April 12, 2018 meeting.

Quote amount will be the primary factor in the selection process; however, other factors (e.g., reference checks, etc.)
will also be considered. The Town reserves the right to make the selection based on all factors and may not necessarily
choose the lowest quote. The Town reserves the right to reject any and all quotes deemed not to be in the best interest
of the Town. The chosen contractor will need to provide proof of liability insurance and may need to complete a W-9.



‘Westford Cemetery Commission
Seeking Mowing Quotes For 2018 Season

The Westford Cemetery Commission is seeking quotes for the following properties:
¢ Brookside Cemetery (Maple Tree Lane)
Richardson Cemetery (Covey Road)
Cloverdale Cemetery (Route 15)
Osgood Hill Cemetery (Stoney Ridge)
Plains Cemetery (Plains Road)
Pleasant View Cemetery (Route 128 North — including the small open area in front of cemetery/along entrance)

The cemeteries require mowing on an as needed basis, usually about every 2 weeks and trimming every other time
throughout the growing season.

The job also includes spring cleanup (i.e. branches and brush) and final clean up in early October. Spring cleanup and
the first mowing need to be completed by Memorial Day.

The mowing schedule needs to take into consideration the following holidays: Mother’s Day (May 14), Memorial Day
(May 29), Father’s Day (June 18), Independence Day (July 4), Labor Day (Sept. 4), and Columbus Day (Oct. 9).

Special Instructions/Notes
1. All gravestones, upright fieldstones and markers need to be treated with care to maintain their integrity and
while they need to be trimmed/mowed around they are susceptible to damage from trimmers and mowers.
Stones and markers cannot be dislodged or removed.

2. Plains Cemetery is comprised of sandy soil and as the season progresses, requires less frequency of actual
mowing.

For additional information, please contact the Westford Town Office at 878-4587 or townclerk@westfordvt.us.
Questions will be forwarded to the Cemetery Commission Members.

Quote Submission
All quotes must be received by 3:00 pm on April 10, 2018. Quotes can be delivered to the following address or emailed
to townclerk@westfordvt.us:

Town of Westford Cemetery Commission
1713 VT Route 128
Westford, VT 05494

Quotes must include:
¢ Company/individual name, address, telephone number and email address
e Cost breakdown of services described above with a grand total amount (and which cemetery/cemeteries you are
bidding on. One does not have to bid on all 6 to be considered)
e The chosen contractor will need to provide proof of liability insurance and may need to complete a W-9
o 3 references

Receipt of Quotes & Selection
Quotes will be received by the Westford Cemetery Commission at the Westford Town Office until 3:00 pm on April 10,
2018. The Westford Cemetery Commission will review the quotes and make a selection by April 12, 2018.

Quote amount will be the primary factor in the selection process; however, other factors (e.g., reference checks, etc.)
will also be considered. The Cemetery Commission reserves the right to make the selection based on all factors and may
not necessarily choose the lowest quote. The Cemetery Commission reserves the right to reject any and all quotes
deemed not to be in the best interest of the Town.




BrEk Me_eting House Society of Westford, Inc.
Seeking Mowing Quotes For 2018 Season

Introduction
The Brick Meeting House Society of Westford, Inc. (BMHS}) is requesting quotes for the 2018 mowing season for property
located at 1685 VT Route 128 — East end of the Common.

Services Required
1. Mowing and Trimming
Property requires weekly mowing. Trimming is not required weekly however the maximum amount of time
between trimmings shall not exceed two weeks. The mowing schedule must take into consideration the 4™ of July
and shall be done in a manner that allows sufficient time for grass clippings to dry unless weather conditions make
this impossible.

2. Spring Clean-up
Spring clean-up of the grounds are to be done prior to the mowing season. Spring clean-up consists of removing

residual gravel from the lawn areas and large sticks/branches that have fallen during the winter.

Questions
Questions pertaining to this request shall be directed to Greg Barrows, Treasurer, at (802) 373-6902 or
g.barrows@outlook.com.

Quote Submission
All quotes must be received by 3:00 pm on April 10, 2018. Quotes can be delivered to the following address or emailed
to g.barrows@outlook.com:

BMHS of Westford
Attn: Greg Barrows
PO Box 63
Westford, VT 05494

Quotes must include:
e Company/individual name, address, telephone number and email address
e Cost breakdown of services described above with a grand total amount
e 3 references

Receipt of Proposals & Selection
Proposals will be received by the Treasurer via mail, email or hand delivered at the Westford Town Office until 3:00 pm
on April 10, 2018. The BMHS board will review the quotes and make a selection as soon as practicable thereafter.

Quote amount will be the primary factor in the selection process; however, other factors (e.g., reference checks, etc.)
will also be considered. The BMHS reserves the right to make the selection based on all factors and may not necessarily
choose the lowest quote. The BMHS reserves the right to reject any and all quotes deemed not to be in the best interest
of the BMHS. The chosen contractor will need to provide proof of liability insurance and may need to complete a W-9.

Brick Meeting House Society Annual Meeting

The 2018 Brick Meeting House Annual Meeting will occur on April 10th at 7:00pm at the Brick Meeting
House. Agenda items include the election of Board Officers and Members, as well as updates on current
activities. All are welcome.



Westford Public Library Newsletter, April 2018

WESTFORD PUBLIC LIBRARY

http://westfordpubliclibrary.

org

(802)878-56309
westfordpubliclibrarylRgmail.com

1717 VERMONT ROUTE 128, WESTFORD VT 05494
e Travel Talk Library Hours
& Wednesday,April 11 from 7-8:30pm
Destination: Israel Wednesday: 1-7pm
Presenter: John Andersen Thursday: 10am-7pm
“] visited Israel in April 2017. Come Friday: 1-7pm
hear about my trip and see pictures from | | Saturday: 10am-2pm

the numerous places I visited. Those

include: Jerusalem, Masada, Dead Sea,

M Capernaum, Tiberias, Caesarea,

s Bethlehem, Mount of Olives, Western
Bl Wall, Cumran, and Beit Shean.

Refreshments served.

Northeast Organic

Sprlng Farm Dmner with NOFA VT
.

Friday, April 13 from 6:30-8pm

More details TBD

Dive into the taste of spring through
preparing local, healthy food to share 1
together. Eat what is in season. Light - ‘
appetizer, salad, soup, and dessert. e
We eat what we make. If you are a AP
farmer, local producer or home gardener Famnlng fasociiion
and would like to contribute something,
please let me know ASAP.

ﬂ .
igr

of Vermont

The Westford Public Library is accepting donations for

our Annual Fourth of July Book Sale.
We will be accepting donations on certain Saturdays in April, May and June
from 10am-Noon. Please, stick to these times only.
They are: 4/121, 515, 5/19, 6/2, and 6/16. We are also g
limiting drop of'f of donations to TWO BOXES PER S5
PERSON. We WILL NOT BE ACCEPTING: VHS .
tapes, Cassettes, Music CDs, textbooks, encyclopedi-
as, magazines, and moldy or damaged books. Ask
yourself "Would | lend this to a friend?" If the an-
swer is no, then keep it out of the book sale. We
WILL BE ACCEPTING: books in good condition, hard
covers, paperbacks, kids books, DVDs, and audio-
books. DO NOT USE THE BOOK DROP FOR DONATIONS -
IT DAMAGES THE LIBRARY BOOKS AND MAKES A BIG MESS.

Adult Book Group "S5
Wed., April 18
7:00-8:00pm
Pick up your books
at the front desk!

Homegoing
by: Yaa Gyasi

A story of two half-sisters, [
separated by forces beyond their D
control: oné sold into slavery, | ASAREAmaui.
the other married to a British slaver,

Effia and Esi are born into different villages in 18th
century Ghana. Effia is married off to an Englishman
and lives in comfort in the palatial rooms of Cape
Coast Castle. Unbeknownst to Effia, her sister, Esi, is
imprisoned beneath her in the castle’s dungeons, sold
with thousands of others into the Gold Coast’s
booming slave trade, and shipped off to America,
where her children and grandchildren will be raised in
slavery. One thread of Homegoing follows Effia’s
descendants through centuries of warfare in Ghana, as
the Fante and Asante nations wrestle with the slave
trade and British colonization. The other thread
follows Esi and her children into America. From the
plantations of the South to the Civil War and the
Great Migration, from the coal mines of Pratt City,
Alabama, to the jazz clubs and dope houses of 20th
century Harlem, right up through the present

day, Homegoing makes history visceral, and captures,
with singular and stunning immediacy, how the
memory of captivity came to be inscribed in the soul
of a nation. (from Amazon.com)

Early Literacy Storytime :Birth to Pre-School Every Thursday at 11am No registration required!

4/5/18: Theme: Rainbows
4/19/18: Theme: Earth Day

4/12/18: Theme: | Love to Read!
4/26/18: Theme: Grown-ups/Jobs

Storytime consists of several stories around a theme, as well as a theme-based craft. All ages and levels of
attention are encouraged to come. Don’t worry if they fidget - they are still getting a lot out of it!

The WESTFORD PUBLIC LIBRARY provides access to materials, technology, reference services and
programs to meet the informational, educational, and recreational needs of the Westford community.

Page 1
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Westrord Public Library Newsletter, April ZUlY

WESTFORD PUBLIC LIBRARY

S
http://westfordpubliclibrary.org
(802)878-5639 ¢ westfordpubliclibrary@gmail.com

There’s a new knitting group meeting at the
Library on Thursdays
6:30-8pm. All abilities
welcome. We will have
experienced knitters on
hand to answer questions.
Marianne Bassford will be
coordinating this group.

April Library Events

April 4 - 4th grade book group celebration of The
Bandit’s Tale (see Ms. Shelley for details)

April 4 - Trustees Meeting 7-9pm

April 6 - Art Opening 7pm - Woodchuck
Woodturners of Northern VT

April 11 - Art w/Janet - Coloring - 3-5pm, sign up

required Art w/Janet!

April 11 - Travel Talk 7-8:30pm - Destination: . .
Israel, presented by: John Andersen A New Art Series for Young Artists

; . Snri : : R .a0. || Janet Jaffe is a former art educator at the Edge and
ohtl 12.0(?;);.:"9 R innsriith NORFEU B is hoping to continue her love of art in Westford.
’ She will be offering two classes in April and two in

April 18 - Art w/ Janet - Sewing - 3-5pm, signup || May. Sign up for each class is required.

g required _ ROUND ROBIN COLORAMA -
April 18 - Adult Book Group - 7-8pm, Homegoing Wed., April 11 ;
by Yaa Gyasi A fun-filled, rotating coloring )
April 21 - Book Sale Donation Drop Off Day from activity perfect for children who
10am-Noon ONLY (2 box limit) love to color. Students have the
opportunity to develop their color- §
Storytime every Thursday at 11am ing skills & will take home a of ~
Crazy 8’s Grades 3-5 Thursdays one-of-a-kind masterpiece!

Crazy 8’s Grades K-2 Fridays

3 ' | 3
Knitting Group meets Thursdays 6:30-8pm LET'S SEWI <MDy SRlllse

s\ W Students will learn how to sew a
4 simple running straight stitch and

.4 have a chance to complete a small
4 pouch with a button closure. The
perfect place to stash your small

The Woodchuck Woodturners of Northern VT
Art Opening: Friday, April 6 at 7pm

The Woodchuck Woodturners of Northern Vermont have been treasures.

around since 1994. We are a group of woodturning enthusiasts .

with a passion for carving trees and making beautiful objects. Open to students with a sincere
The work presented here is a sample of what our club interest in Arts & Crafts

members create. The exhibit will be up April-June. For more on Grades 2 - 6

the group visit http://woodchucksvt.vermontwoodarts.com/

Snack and all materials provided.
Students can ride Bus #3 from
school with a note from home.

Art Time: 3:30 — 4:45,
Clean Up: 4:45 - 5:00
Student pick up time at 5:00 PM.

Class size is limited to 7 children
Sign up for each class is required. Contact
Bree at the library to sign up.

The Library is accepting donations of books, audiobooks, and DVDs on select Saturdays starting in April . See this
newsletter for more details. Thank you for supporting our annual Fourth of July Book Sale.

The WESTFORD PUBLIC LIBRARY provides access to materials, technology, reference services and
programs to meet the informational, educational, and recreational needs of the Westford community.

Page 2 Westford Public Library Newsletter



Westford School News

School Safety

You are invited to join conversations about school safety. School safety will be the primary focus of the
following: the Westford PTO meeting on Tuesday, April 10th at 7:00pm, Tea with the Principal on Thursday,
April 19th at 8:10am, and the EWSD district conversation on Monday, April 2nd at Essex High School.

EWSD will be hosting a community conversation around school safety, in partnership with Voices for
Education, on Monday, April 2nd from 6:30-8:00pm in the Essex High School cafeteria. Following the event
that took place in Parkland, FL on February 14th, EWSD would like to invite families and the public to discuss
how we can work together to create a safer community.

The safety of children and staff is a top priority for the district and an ongoing topic that has only been
amplified of late. As part of the forum, EWSD wants to hear your concerns around school and community
safety, share the safety practices and procedures that are currently in place or planned at the school/district
level, and also provide an opportunity for participants to generate ideas about how we can all play a role in
making our schools and communities safer places to live and learn.

Students, parents, staff, and community members are all welcome to attend. Light refreshments will be served.
EWSD FY ‘19 Proposed Budget

An Essex Westford School District Fy’19 informational postcard was recently mailed to each resident of Essex
Town, Essex Jct., and Westford. (https://www.ewsd.org/Page/2764).

The EWSD Annual Meeting will be held in the Essex High School Auditorium on Monday, April 9th at 7:00pm.
School budget voting will be at Westford School on Tuesday, April 10th from 7:00am to 7:00pm.

Placement into classrooms and homerooms for 2018/19

The placement process is designed to create the best learning environment for all children by establishing
classes of complementary learners. In doing so, we consider factors such as social relationships, individual
student to teacher relationships, learners’ strengths, and learners’ needs. Heterogeneous groupings and gender
balances are also factors considered.

We invite parent input into your child’s learning needs as we determine student placement. Your responses on
the Learner Characteristic Form are included with school-based information as we undertake the process of
assigning students to classes. Please complete and return the form to the main office by April 6th, 2018.

School Calendar including start and stop times for next year

Link to 2017-18 School Year Calendar: : 1 .ewsd.org/common/calendarbb/ewsd/2017-18
Please note that we have an early dlsmlssal on May 7th, and the last day of school will likely change due
to snow days. I will let families know as soon as possible about the last day of school and our 8th grade
graduation.

Start & End Times for 2018/19
In addition to soliciting parent input into the school calendar in February, the EWSD Board held a
special community conversation on March 20th at 5:30pm in the EHS cafeteria to hear feedback on the
proposed changes to the school start and end times for the 2018/19 school year. Additional
conversations are also planned for April 3rd and April 17th.

You can view the presentation given at the March EWSD Board meeting around the proposed changes to
school start/stop times now online
(https://www.ewsd.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&ModuleInstancelD=8810&ViewID=7bg7{7ed-
8ere-4120-848f-a8b4087d588f&RenderLoc=0&FlexDatalD=11242&PagelD=4522 )

Bus procedures for dropping off students
It is the long standing practice of both Westford School & CCR Transportation to require visual contact of an
approved adult or older sibling of all PreK and K students when letting students off the bus in the afternoons.



We are reviewing this practice in consideration of extending this to include all PreK through 2nd grade
students. We invite your input.

Updated Parent Contact Information

It is important for school safety that families contact the main office at school to update their contact
information should it change. We use this information to communicate important events, such as bus
changes due to delays, reminders around early dismissals, or in the event of an emergency.

Featured Programs & Activities

Kindergarten 2018/19 School year

The kindergarten registration process for the 2018-2019 school year has begun. Students eligible for
kindergarten must be 5 years old on or before September 1, 2018. You are welcome to begin filling out the
registration paperwork.

For students entering kindergarten, who are not receiving Act 166 funds or who do not participate in the
Westford preschool classroom, download and use this Kindergarten Registration packet:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DHgwosh20h2jfijPmjb spQL684rmmZXc/view.

For students entering kindergarten who have previously applied for and received Act 166 funds, or who
participated in the Westford preschool classroom, download and use this Act 166 and EWSD Pre-K
Participants packet: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HGaY2303apUUDrlzviQ6x4 r4rLsh OS/view.

Upcoming Events:
e Very Merry Theater: Peter Pan - Thursday, April 12th
Science Fair - Thursday, April 19th
Fine Arts Night - Friday, May 11th
Spring Concert - Wednesday, May 23rd

Curriculum & Instruction

Summer School

Westford School will offer summer services to selected students to address the summer slide. Specialized
instruction, as well as speech and language services, are also available through individualized education plans.
Please contact your child’s teacher for additional information. You may also want to check out an article from
Scholastic, “Three Ways to Prevent Summer Slide
(http://www.scholastic.com/parents/resources/article/developing-reading-skills/three-ways-to-prevent-
summer-slide).




News & Opportunities

Westford PTO News

The Westford PTO mission is to enrich our children’s lives with educational and extracurricular activities.

April

2018

PTO Calendar

Ski & Ride Meeting — March 27, 7:00pm

Join Principal Lewis and the PTO at Westford School for our rescheduled meeting
to discuss next year's Ski & Ride program. We'll discuss and compare possible
options.

ESWD Community Conversation on School Safety — April 2, 6:30-8pm

The Essex Westford School District (EWSD), in partnership with Voices for
Education, will host a conversation and information session focused on school and
community safety. Location: Essex High School Cafeteria.

Dinner & Very Merry Theatre's Peter Pan - Thursday, April 12th
Our annual Very Merry Theatre event is for students in grades 3 - 8 this year. A
cast and crew of 40 students will perform Peter Pan on Thursday, April 12th at
Westford School. And for a bit more sustenance than faith, trust, and pixie dust,
we're hosting a community potluck before the show! Potluck Dinner at 6:00pm,
curtain at 7:00pm. The evening is free and open to all Westford families—we hope
to see you there! Click here to sign up to add something delicious to the potiuck.
Hope you can join us for a fun evening!

Tea with the Principal — April 19, 8:05am

This month’s topic is school safety procedures and rationales. Join Principal Lewis
in the school Library to learn more and ask questions.

Science Fair & Presentation — April 19

Don’t miss this year’s Science Fair and the MobileEd Productions science
presentation! For more information and a sneak peek, check out the Mobile Ed
Productions website: http://www.mobileedproductions.com/forces-and-motion-
school-assemblies.

Fine Arts Night & Craft Fair — May 11, 5-8pm

Mark your calendar for another great Fine Arts Night & Craft Fair! This is the night
to see student’s artwork and enjoy the 50 craft and food vendors who will be on
hand. Watch for vendor sign-up info in a future newsletter and on Front Porch
Forum.

2017-2018 Westford School PTO officers:
President: Rachael Parker;

Vice President: Heather Armata;
Treasurer: Meredith irish;

Secretary: Deb Hazel.

Contact the PTO:
e-mail: westfordvipto@gmail.com

facebook:www.facebook.com/westfordvtpto
website: www.ewsd.org/Page/2679

Tuesday, March 27, 7pm
PTO meeting re: Ski & Ride
Westford School Library

Monday, April 2, 6:30pm
ESWD Community
Conversation

Essex High School Cafeteria

Tuesday, April 10, 7pm
PTO meeting
Westford Town Library

Thursday, April 12, 6PM
Dinner & Very Merry Theatre
Waestford School

Thursday, April 19, 8:05am
Tea with the Principal
Westford School

Thursday, April 19
Science Fair
Westford School

April 23 - 27
Spring break
Westford School closed

Tuesday, May 8, 7pm
PTO meeting
Westford Town Library

Friday, May 11, 5-8 pm
Fine Arts Night & Craft Fair
Westford School

Thursday, May 17, 8:05am
Tea with the Principal
Westford School

Monday, May 28
Memorial Day
Westford School closed

Collection box in the lobby.
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Westford Recreation Department

www.westfordvt.us/recreation
Mission Statement: The Westford Recreation Department was created to provide recreational, educational, athletic,
cultural, and entertainment activities to all Westford residents and neighbors. We strive to offer programs for a wide
variety of ages, abilities and interests. We depend on community input, support and volunteers to make
these programs successful.

HEY WHATCHA DOIN? PK&K

*#+*STILL ACCEPTING REGISTRATIONS FOR PRE_K and KINDERGARTEN

TEAM BUILDING ACTIVITES program that goes all Spring THRU - Mid June
contact Kristi.Griffin@uvm.edu

Spring Femcing: To be announced omn Fromt
Porch Forum and FB Soom

HAPPY EASTER!......

EJJIEE EQG ﬂgﬂrmmrmanamulmuuu

The Westford Recreation Department: 802 858 6211

Tom Schmidt(Department Coordinator) westfordvtrec@gmail.com
Recreation Committee: Greg Baker, Maureen Carpenter, Kristi Griffin, Jeff
LaBossiere, Danielle Vierling, Nancy Volkers

Think Spring! Keep an eye on the Forum, Face Book and upcoming newsletters
for (TWWAX)Wildlife Presentations at the Library AND

SOON TO ANNOUNCE SUMMER PROGRAMS AND CAMPS INCLUDING
SUMMER SOCCER, BASKETBALL AND LOCAL FISHING ADVENTURES.

VERY BEST TO THE WESTFORD COMMUNITY FOR

SPRING 207 & FIEEEELY




with Coach Greg Eckman

BASKETBALL CAMP
\

- 4th thru 9th grade, in the Westford Gymnasium
Dates: Monday 7/9 - Thursday 7/12

Boys session 12:30 - 4:00 pm
L Bring a snack!

Register for Summer,
1/2 day, basketball camp
at the Westford Clerks Office

or at westfordvtrec@gmail.com




Westford Recreation Department—Registration Form

NAME (Parents) __ e N =N
ADDRESS__ o TOWN - ZIP
E-MAIL ADDRESS (only to be used for WRD mailings)
HOME PHONE ALT PHONE
EMERGENCY CONTACT _ PHONE.
PHONE

DOCTOR'S NAME

Please list medical conditions, physical limitations, allergies, or restrictions WRD should be aware of:

Name Grade Program Fee

Total Fee:

Would you be willing to coach or be a parent helper? Yes ____No

[ 1agree that Westford Recreation may use photographs of registrants with or without their name and for any lawful purpose, including for

example such purposes as publicity, illustration, advertising, and Web content.

*#*Please contact a Recreation Department member if your financial situation is preventing you
from signing yourself, or your child, up for a program. Scholarships are available.#**

RELEASE/WAVIER AGREEMENT:

| am fully aware of the inherant risk; and gve my consent fer the above named applicant
Westford School, their employees. elected officlals, and/or any volunteers o instructors from any and all liabllity from any |njury, claim, costs or l05s of services which may be e
curred by me, or us, or our minor children on account of participation in sald program{s). Permission is hereby granted for me or us, or my child(ren] to receive emelgency treatment
if necded and | authorize the attending physician ta administer any needed medical attention. Furthermore, | certify that |, o we, or my chitd(ren) are in good health and that there

are no limitations to my/our participation except inwriting ahove. | have read this document carefully and sign it voluntarify with full knowledge of its significance.

(s) to participate in the program(s) listed abowe. | hold harmless the Town of Westford,

Date

Signature

Send registration with check payable to:
WESTFORD RECREATION DEPARTMENT
Town of Westford, 1713 VT Rt 128, Westford, VT 05494




FIRE WARDEN NEWS

As we put a long, cold and snowy winter behind us and have entered spring with summer rapidly
approaching, existing snow will soon be gone. Once this happens burn permits will again be mandatory.
Fire danger will be here as the snow melts and warm weather becomes the norm. The drying period
begins and ground fuels become susceptible to fire. The danger increases daily until we get a good
soaking rain. At this time burn permits will be required.

You can get a permit from the town website, the town office or directly from the Fire Warden. As a
reminder there is very little that can be burned legally. No garbage, painted or treated wood, plywood, or
newspapers and magazines, etc. A good rule of thumb is "if it grows on your lawn you can burn it.” Also,
no accelerants of any kind may be used tool start your fire.

If you have any questions about what and where you can burn please call me at 879-1231. Violations of
these regulations could possibly cause you to receive a fire prevention ticket which will cause you to
appear in municipal court. Abiding by the town burn regulations will insure a safe and fun summer.

Thank you
Dennis L. Angiono

Info for Filing Income Tax Returns

A message from the Vermont Department of Taxes:

Did you know that in 2017, about 65% of Vermont taxpayers qualified to file their federal and state taxes
for free through Vermont Free File, but only about 2% of those eligible actually used Free File?

Free help is offered through several organizations. In 2018, the Vermont Department of Taxes is
emphasizing free tax services and assistance for eligible Vermonters through Vermont Free File (free e-
filing using vendor software), MyFreeTaxes, VITA/TCE, the AARP Foundation, and the IRS Agent Virtual
Delivery Service. Are you eligible? Learn more:

e http://tax.vermont.gov/sites/tax/files/documents/FreeTaxHelpforVermontersPoster.pdf

e http://tax.vermont.gov/individuals/free-file

e http://tax.vermont.gov/individuals/free-tax-preparation-assistance

Requests for paper forms continue to decline as more taxpayers move to e-filing their returns, but we
recognize there is a still a need for those who prefer to file using paper forms or who do not have access
to a computer and the internet. Find information to obtain paper forms:

e http://tax.vermont.gov/sites/tax/files/documents/4WaystoGetTaxYourVTIncomeTaxFormsPoster.

pdf.
o http://tax.vermont.gov/form-request

Taxpayers may also find the following online through myVTax at www.myvtax.vermont.gov:

File a Homestead Declaration

File a Property Tax Adjustment Claim
File a Renter Rebate Claim

Check status of your return
Generate a Landlord Certificate

If you have questions, call the Vermont Department of Taxes at (802) 828-2505.




Woestford Music Series

presents

Carol Ann Jones

&
Will Patton

Event Date: Sunday, April 29t

Time: 4-5pm
Where: UCW white church - top of the village common, Route 128, Westford
Contact: Marjorie Hamrell;, 802-879-4028

Two well-known Vermont artists, Carol Ann Jones and Will Patton, will perform a variety of popular,
traditional and country music for the April offering of the Westford Music Series. Carol Ann Jones will
bring a wonderful mix of vocals and strings performing both original and popular favorites in
“American Style.” She is being joined by Will Patton, the multi- talented composer, instrumentalist
who for the past 30 years has been in demand as a jazz bass player and mandolinist. He will play his
original compositions and old favorites.

These two artists have produced albums and played in venues around the country. Vermont is their
home state and they are in wide demand touring and performing with each other, with other bands,
and performing as soloist offering their wide repertoire of musical genres.

The concert will provide great appeal to audiences who love folk, traditional popular and country
music. Refreshments will be served. Free will donations. Call 802-879-4028 for more information.



