WESTFORD NEWSTTER
October 2018

Westford Town Office
1713 Vermont Route 128, Westford, Vermont 05494
Phone (802)878-4587 « Fax (802)879-6503
https://westfordvt.us/

November General Election

The November General Election will be held on November 6" at the Westford School in the gym. The polls will be open
from 7:00am to 7:00pm.

The deadline to request an absentee ballot for the General Election is Monday, November 5. Voters may request an
absentee ballot by:

1) calling the Town Office at 878-4587,

2) sending an email to townclerk@westfordvt.us, or

3) using the My Voter Page (https://mvp.sec.state.vt.us/)

Please allow sufficient time if you would like your ballot mailed.

The warning and sample ballots will be uploaded to the Town’s website (https://westfordvt.us/general-election/) as
soon as they are available.

If you have any questions concerning the November General Election, please call or email the Town Office.

Selectbhoard FY'20 Budget Workshops
The Selectboard will begin working on the FY'20 budget in October. Workshops will be held on:
e October 11t & 25%
e November 8"
e December 13™
If needed, additional meetings will be held. The Board encourages residents to attend these meetings to provide
feedback to assist the Board in developing a budget to be voted on in March 2019.

Senior Luncheon

The Senior Luncheon will be on October 8" at 11:30 at the Red Brick Meeting House on the common. All seniors are
welcome. Please join us for a home cooked meal and catching up with the news of your neighbors and friends. If you
need a ride, please call me at 878-3090 or Beth Menut at 893-2263. If you have a neighbor that isn’t coming, please
contact them and see if they would like to give it a try. The Adams Turkey Farm has graciously donated roasting
chickens for our meal this month. Hope to see you there. Carol Howrigan, President

Newsletter Deadline
The deadline for the November Newsletter is 12:00 noon on Monday, October 22",

Town Office Hours
The Town Office is open Monday through Friday, 8:30am to 4:30pm. Please note the office will be closed Thursday,
October 4™ for employees to attend a training seminar.




WHAT CAN BE RECYCLED?

Myers recently notified the Town Office of a load of recyclables that was rejected at the Recycling Facility
due to contamination. The Town is in the process of gathering more information, however, we thought it
would be helpful to remind residents of the materials that are acceptable.

Included in this newsletter is information on what can be recycled and how to prepare it. You can also find
information on CSWD’s website (https://cswd.net/recycling/blue-bin-recycling/).

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Road Crew Member

The Town of Westford is seeking qualified applicants for a full time Road Crew position with benefits. This
position involves skilled and unskilled labor tasks and the knowledge and operation of highway equipment
for maintenance and repair of town roads.

Requirements: valid Vermont CDL Class B license; good driving record; experience operating various
highway equipment; willingness to work long hours, especially during winter months; ability to maintain
logs; participate in random drug/alcohol testing; possess physical strength, agility, endurance and mental
ability to concentrate, mechanical abilities and good communication skills.

Must pass pre-employment physical exam and drug test.

For consideration of the Road Crew position, please submit resume, references and employment
application (found at https://westfordvt.us/administration/highway-department/) to: Town of Westford,
Attn: Nanette Rogers, 1713 VT Route 128, Westford, VT 05494.

For more information, contact Nanette Rogers (Town Administrator) at 878-4587 or
townclerk@westfordvt.us. Position remains open until filled. Westford is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

(]

Recreation Coordinator

The Town of Westford is seeking a person who has a passion for recreation to fill the position of Recreation
Coordinator (part-time). The Rec Coordinator works closely with members of the Recreation Committee to
help plan, implement and organize programs. This position requires strong oral and written
communication skills, strong organizational skills, great attention to detail, be a team player, grant writing
experience, attendance at all scheduled Rec Committee meetings and pass a background check.

To be considered for the Recreation Coordinator position, please submit resume and references to: Town
of Westford, Attn: Nanette Rogers, 1713 VT Route 128, Westford, VT 05494.

For more information, contact Nanette Rogers (Town Administrator) at 878-4587 or
townclerk@westfordvt.us. Position remains open until filled. Westford is an Equal Opportunity Employer.
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The Selectboard is seeking town residents interested in serving as Westford’s representative on the following:

Chittenden County Regional Planning Commission (CCRPC)

The CCRPC is one of eleven commissions serving Vermont municipalities and operates under the Vermont
Municipal and Regional Planning and Development Act and its bylaws. The CCRPC is guided by Commissioners that
are appointed by the City Councils, Village Trustees, and Selectboards of the municipalities within the region. The
Commissioners meet throughout the year and act as the Board of the organization, conducts business, and is
responsible for the fiscal soundness of the organization. For more information go to
https://www.ccrpevt.org/about-us/commission/.

CCRPC Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC)

The Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC) provides oversight and direction for all regional transportation
planning activities. These can run a very wide gamut and include study or data collection tasks related to rural
roads, public transportation, walk/bike enhancements, bridge and culvert inventories, road erosion analysis,
project prioritization and even autonomous vehicles. Typically, TAC discussions lead to recommendations to the
CCRPC’s Board of Commissioners. The TAC meets monthly and consists of representatives from all 18 Chittenden
County municipalities as well as partner representation from Local Motion, VTrans, Green Mountain Transit, AARP
and others.

Opportunities to Serve Your Community!
|
|
|

For more information, contact Peter Keating, CCRPC Senior Transportation Planner, at pkeating@ccrpcvt.org or
864-4490.

CCRPC Clean Water Advisory Committee (CWAC)

The Clean Water Advisory Committee (CWAC) oversees the Chittenden County Regional Planning Commission
activities and policy development regarding but not limited to, the Vermont Lake Champlain Total Maximum Daily
Load (TMDL) Plan and its related plans and programs. The Committee typically meets the first Tuesday of the
month. To view minutes, agendas and other documents, please go to https://www.ccrpevt.org/about-
us/committees/clean-water-advisory-committee/. For more information contact Dan Albrecht, CCPRC Senior
Planner, at dalbrecht@ccrpcvt.org or 846-4490.

Please contact the Town Office at 878-4587 or townclerk@westfordvt.us if you are interested in being appointed
to one of these positions.

; WESTFORD HISTORICAL SOCIETY

L History witihv Teav
gj Saturday, October 6%

2-4PM
Brick Meeting House

Come see a display of our collections. We will be focusing on women’s apparel, home
and school.

Tea and scones available for $4.00
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oo Travel Talk Returns!

8l Wed., October 10 from 7:00-8:30pm
Destination: Cuba and its Musicians
8l Presented by: Toni Basanta
gl Toni Basanta, local Latin radio and TV
2l host brings the music of his native land,
4l Cuba, to life. He will be talking about the
8l real musicians behind the Mambo Kings
9 and also about the author of the book,
8 Oscar Hijuelos, first Latin author to win
&l the Pulitzer Prize. Refreshments served.

Knitting@theLibrary, every Thursday evening from |
6:30 until 8:00. There are two options that you can choose
from when you join us:

A. Bring your own project to knit. Show us something great
that you just finished. Get ideas for your next project. Maybe
we can help if you are struggling.

B. Join us for Knit and Leam. Each month, we will provide a
pattern and instruction for an easy-to-knit piece. Before
long, you will be a knitter. In October, we will be making a
fun accessory called a "howl". It can be a hat or a neck
warming cowl. Bring bulky yarn and a size 10 circular
needle or worsted yarn and a size 7 circular needle. We'll -
have all you need to get you going from there. Questions? Email Martha at
martha.bill@yahoo.com

Art w/ Janet: Ojos de Dios

Wednesday, Oct. 10 afterschool - 5pm
~ With two sticks and a little bit of yarn, students learn
y weaving and wrapping techniques as we create

Class size limited to 7 children - ages 7-10.
Registration required. Students may ride Bus #3
from Westford School.

Happy Halloween! Trick or Treat at
the Library all day! Come by in
costume and get a treat.

Library Hours
Wednesday: 1-7pm
Thursday: 10am-7pm
Friday: 1-7pm
Saturday: 10am-2pm

Adult Book Group
Wed. October 24
(note - 4th week)
7:00-8:00pm
Pick up your books
at the front desk!
We will be reading
Killers of the Flower
Moon

by: David Grann

In the 1920s, the richest people per capita in the
world were members of the Osage Indian nation in
Oklahoma. After oil was discovered beneath their
land, they rode in chauffeured automobiles, built
mansions, and sent their children to study in Europe.

Then, one by one, the Osage began to be killed
off. The family of an Osage woman, Mollie Burkhart,
became a prime target. Her relatives were shot and
poisoned. And it was just the beginning, as more and
more members of the tribe began to die under
mysterious circumstances

David Grann revisits a shocking series of

crimes in which dozens of people were murdered in
cold blood. The book is a masterpiece of narrative
nonfiction, as each step in the investigation reveals a
series of sinister secrets and reversals. But more
than that, it is a searing indictment of the callousness
and prejudice toward Amgrican Indians that allowed
the murderers to operate with impunity for so long.
Killers of the Flower Moon is utterly compelling, but
also emotionally devastating. (from Amazon.com)

The Osage Mueders and

the Harth of the 81

Early Literacy Storytime :Birth to Pre-School Every Thursday at 11am No registration required!

10/4/18: Theme: “Batty” About Books
10/18/18: Theme: Not So Scary Monsters

10/11/18: Theme: Pumpkins
10/25/18: Theme: Halloween (wear your costume!)

Storytime consists of several stories around a theme, as well as a theme-based craft. All ages and levels of
attention are encouraged to come. Don’t worry if they fidget - they are still getting a lot out of it!

The WESTFORD PUBLIC LIBRARY provides access to materials, technology, reference services and
programs to meet the informational, educational, and recreational needs of the Westford community.

Page 1
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October Library Events

October 3 - STEM Buddies afterschool-5pm

October 3 - Trustees Meeting 7-9pm

October 5 - STEM Buddies afterschool-5pm

October 10 - Art w/ Janet afterschool - 5pm,
Ojos de Dios, sign up required

October 10 - Travel Talk: Cuba and its
Musicians 7-8:30pm, Presented by Toni
Basanta, refreshments served

October 12 - STEM Buddies Family Night
6:30-8pm

October 24- Adult Book Group 7-8pm, Killers
of the Flower Moon by David Grann

October 25 - Bedtime Math Grades 3-5
begins, afterschool-5pm, sign up
required

October 26 - Bedtime Math Grades K-2
begins, afterschool-5pm, sign up
required

October 26 - Art Opening: The Life of Clothing
5:30-7pm, refreshments served

October 31 - Trick of Treat at the Library all
day! Come by in costume and get a
treat.

Storytime every Thursday 11am
Knitting Group every Thursday 6:30-8pm

westfordpubliclibrary@gmail.com

* Bedtime Maths. %
* g
Bedtime Math’s Crazy 8’s Math Club!!!
Weekly October 25/26 - December 20/21
Grades 3-5 - Thursdays (begins 10/25)
Grades K-2 - Fridays (begins 10/26)

Bus transport provided from school (Bus #3),
pickup at Library between 4:30-5:00pm

Crazy 8’s is an afterschool Math Club sponsored
by Bedtime Math. There will be two clubs: grades
K-2 and 3-5. This is a FUN, exciting enrichment
opportunity. Clubs will be led by fantastic
moderators (hint: volunteers needed!) and follow
an action packed curriculum. More information will
be given to those who sign up. Your child should
plan to attend all classes - best behavior expected.
Permission slips and more information emailed
home to families who sign up.

SPACE IS LIMITED! Call or email to sign up.

Art Opening: The Life of Clothing

Friday, October 26 from 5:30-7pm

Join Debra Kiel in sharing her collection of vintage clothing.

“As a community theater costumer with a general love of history and
fabric I have accumulated many interesting examples of clothing that
reflect what people wore as they went through daily life. The Life of
Clothing is an exhibit featuring
antique and vintage items of cloth-
ing we often read about and picture
in our minds but seldom have a
chance to see or examine firsthand.
Garments range from everyday to
special occasion, Victorian through
the 1960’s and include pieces worn
by men, women, and children.
This exhibit will be up Oct. - Dec.

VELI-STEM and the Westford
Public Library present:
STEM Buddies - Year Three!
This month’s classes:
Oct. 3and Oct. 5

Vaermont Early Literacy Inltlative and
Family Night: Friday, Oct. 12
XE!:!,OEE‘;EE,!M from 6:30-8:00pm.
Family Night is a required

part of the program. Siblings
welcome!
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Early Learning In the Library

Transportation will be providéd via Bus #3 from
Westford School. Class ends at 4:30pm, but parents
can pick up as late as 5pm.

Westford is proud to be one of only 25 libraries in
the country to participate in this federally sponsored
program.

July Book Sale.

The Library is no longer accepting donations of books, audiobooks, and DVDs at this time for our annual Fourth of July Book
Sale. We will begin accepting donations in the spring of 2019. Thank you to community for supporting our annual Fourth of

The WESTFORD PUBLIC LIBRARY provides access to materials, technology, reference services and
programs to meet the informational, educational, and recreational needs of the Westford community.

Page 2
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 Westford Recreatlon Department

»
N -
et
, ’ NEW: KIDS' YOGA « Train for the Pumpkin Ran
Ages 7 and up with Michelle Noble on new forest trails with the
Saturdays at the RBMH Pumkin Runner Training Club

starts 10/27 at 4:00 PM Contact dtrudeau79@yahoo.com

*and every Saturday thru 12/8 Join the club and get a free
Fee $75 Pumkin Run T-SHIRT

Michelle.noble49@gmail.com

¢ Great 7.5 K Pumpkin Run

A LA CARTE: Saturday, October 27, 9:00 AM 3

Drop in all Fall: new Town Forest Terrain .

& * + Yoga with Cat at the RBMH, Fee $15.00 for adults and children $5:00

#% .+ Thursday evenings 6:15 thru Fall, or children are free

contact cearisman@yahoo.com with a food shelf donation.

o Fencing with Dale Rodgers « Soon to announce:
Saturdays 4:00 PM Basketball for 3/4 girls and 3/4 boys,

at Westford School Gymnasium Contact westfordvtrec@gmail.com
Contact instructor as we are determining interest
Dale Rodgers at 922-1488 for 5/6 basketball or open gym nights

o Adult PU Basketball
Wednesdays in the

I

« Special Autumn i) J:

Westford School Gymnasium Choral Performance,
Wednesdays 8:00 PM directed by Rebecca Nowak,
November 15, 7:00 PM with the WES Fall
L : ‘.. S Chorus at the White Church.

Mission Statement: The Westford Recreation Department was created to provide recreational, educational, athletic, cul-
tural, and entertainment activities to all Westford residents and neighbors. We strive to offer programs for a wide variety
of ages, abilities and interests. We depend on community input, support and volunteers to make these programs successful.

Westford Recreation Department: 802-858-6211
Tom Schmidt (Department Coordinator)
westfordvtrec@gmail.com
Recreation Committee: Greg Baker, Maureen Carpente AR
1,Gr1ﬂ‘in, Danielle Vierling, Nan c,y Vo ers, harles : ¢

u‘ -~ T

W/

..4
) i

‘5\




Westford 4 Mile Pumpkin Trail Run
and
1 Mile Kids Fun Run

Come run on Westford’s newest trails in Maple Shade Forest!

*Date:  Saturday, October 27, 2018
*Time: 1 Mile Kids Run at 9:00 am.
4 Mile Run at 9:30 am.
Registration starts at 8:30 am.
*Where: Westford School, 146 Brookside Road, Westford VT
*Fee:  $10/Adults
$3/Children under 18 or 2 non- perishable food items to donate
to the Westford Food Shelf

*Registration:
On site or mail to Town Office by Thursday, October 25, 2018. Make checks payable to
Westford Recreation Department.

Westford Town Office
Attn. Westford Rec Dept.
1713 VT. Rte. 128
Westford, VT 05494

*Prizes: Awarded for the Top Male, Female, and Under 18 Runners

Please email WestfordVTRec(@gmail.com with any questions or if you are interested in
volunteering at the race. '




Westford Recreation Department—Registration Form

NAME (Parents) -z = = -

ADDRESS TOWN 2P B
E-MAIL ADDRESS (only to be used for WRD mailings)
HOME PHONE ALT PHONE
EMERGENCY CONTACT = PHONE
PHONE

DOCTOR'S NAME

Please list medical conditions, physical limitations, allergies, or restrictions WRD should be aware of:

Name Grade Program Fee

Total Fee:

Would you be willing to coach or be a parent helper? Yes No

1 | agree that Westford Recreation may use photographs of registrants with or without their name and for any lawful purpose, including for

example such purposes as publicity, ilustration, advertising, and Web content.

*%*Please contact a Recreation Department member if your financial situation is preventing ydu
from signing yourself, or your child, up for a program. Scholarships are available.***

RELEASE/WAVIER AGR EEMENT:

| am fully aware of the inherent sk, and give my consent for the above named applicant
Westiord School, thair employees, alected officials, and/or any volyntears or [nstruclors
curred by me, or us, or our minor children on account of participation In $aid program(s).
if needed and | authorize the atending physician o administer any needed medical atlentl
are no limitations to my/our particiation except in wiiting above. | have read this documen

{s) to participate in the program(s) listed above. | holdl harmiess the Town of Westiord,

from any and all liability from any injury, claim, costs af loss of services which may be in-
Permissicn is hereby granted for me of us, or my child{ran) to receive ermergency treatment
on. Furthermare, | certify that |, or we, or my child(ren) are in good health and that there

t carefully and sign it voluntarily with full knowiedge of its significance.

Date,

Signalure

Send registration with check payable to:
WESTFORD RECREATION DEPARTMENT
Town of Westford, 1713 VT Rt128, Westford, VT 05494




WESTFORD SCHOOL NEWS

We begin this year with a great honor. Our very own Mr. Kurt Sherman is being recognized by the Vermont
Academy of Science & Engineering (VASE) as the Outstanding Science Teacher of the Year for grades K-8.
VASE recognizes and honors Vermont's outstanding teachers by granting two annual awards to teachers in
Vermont who have served as role models for their colleagues and are leaders in the improvement of science
education. One award is given to a K-8 teacher and one award is given to a 9-12 teacher.

The State of Vermont chartered VASE to honor the accomplishments of scientists and engineers, promote the
interests of science and engineering within the state, educate Vermonters about the importance of those fields,
and help state government resolve scientific and engineering problems. Westford School is proud that Mr.
Sherman’s inquiry work with students from rocket launches and river water testing to hydraulics and robotics
is being recognized by VASE as exemplary.

Thank you to families for attending Open House. We look forward to inviting you back for parent conferences
to discuss students individually on October 18th.

Upcoming events include a Pumpkin Glow, a parent night specific to safe use of technology, guest speakers on
safe tech use for students grades 3-8, and a field trip to the Browns River as part of an ecology unit of study.
Please check out the events calendar on our main webpage https://www.ewsd.org/WES for details.

Curriculum, Instruction & Assessment

Within the first few weeks of school, we have practiced student expectations and introduced the structure and
routines necessary for effective instruction. We begin each year with assessing students in the areas of literacy
and math to inform our planning and tailor our instruction.

We are so very appreciative of family support and the areas where our school-family partnerships are strong.
We are also appreciative of town supports such as the great work of our town librarian who keeps kids reading
throughout the summer. It is exactly these efforts that will allow up to continue to promote and focus on
student literacy.

This year we are asking families to support all students in reading independently at home. Countless
researchers have found that one of the best predictors of reading achievement is the amount of time a child
spends reading, so it's important that children have well-rounded reading lives at home and at school. One
becomes a better reader by practicing, just as it is when learning a sport or an instrument, for example.
Teachers are coaching students on how to choose books for home and school. Books that they can read with
few errors (aim for 97% accuracy or above) while maintaining a “mental movie” that keeps them engaged with
plot events and characters’ struggles are most appropriate. Along with our school and town librarians, we
support students and families in finding books that students are both interested in reading and that will allow
them to best practice their reading strategies to become stronger, more confident readers. Creating and
maintaining reading expectations at school and home is a great example of a positive school and family
partnership. Thank you for this strong and powerful partnership.



EWSD SCHOOL BOARD NOTES

The Essex Westford School District Board meets on the first and third Tuesday of every month in the Library at
Essex High School. Our agendas, minutes of our meetings and “takeaways” from our meetings can be found on
the EWSD website. The agendas and the “takeaways” are also posted on Front Porch Forum and the district
Facebook page. We hope you will use these resources to keep abreast of our work.

Vision: In the spring the board gave final approval to a vision for our newly merged district. This was the
culmination of month of work with various stakeholder groups from principals to students to teachers to
community members and beyond. The new vision is:

Growing hearts and minds
For a better today and tomorrow
Every day, every way, every one

The vision was used to create a Continuous Improvement Plan to guide the district’s work over the coming
years.

Personalized Learning Plans: The district is working to standardize work on personalized learning plans for all
students in grades 6-12 as required by law. Students who graduate in 2020 are required by Vermont Law to
have a PLP to guide their learning. A Task Team met over the summer to better focus this work in the district.
This is the team’s description of the purpose of these plans: “To give students ownership over their learning and
create a personalized pathway to their future”. A digital platform for creating PLPs called Bulb was chosen
because it would work in grades 6-12 and could continue to be used beyond high school. The features of a PLP
are student autobiographies, common themes across grade levels, goal setting, reflection and examples of
student work. One very practical need for a PLP is its requirement for eligibility to take dual enrollment
courses. The legislature’s hope in creating the law was to make students more intentional in their learning and
to have learning reflect their future goals. PLPs will be living documents and are expected to change over time
as student’s interests change.

Please feel free to contact us at any time if you have questions or concerns.
Martha Heath and Andre Roy



Westford Music Series

presents
An Afternoon of Gershwin Piano Roll Music with

Artis Wodehouse

with

Soprano and Tenor

Allison Devery and Cameron Steinmetg
Sunday, October 21°, 2018
4:00 PM

White Church on the Westford Common, Route 128, Westford, VT

The United Church of Westford is hosting a concert by Artis Wodehouse, a world-renowned pioneer pianist in
research on early sound recordings. She will be joined by soprano Allison Devery and tengr Cameron
Steinmetz. The concert features a selection of songs from a collection of George Gershwin’s most rare and
unrecorded piano rolls on a restored 1912 player piano.

To read more about the Gershwin Piano Roll Music Project in the context of the concert, the artist, and the
transition of the White Church, please go to:

https://docs.eoogle.com/document/d/ 1 KezZXRTFi2wlesK BfBzUHszeeE98 | mgQ VsziA-7NBdk/edit or
contact mauraobrien05(@aol.com

Admission: Free will donation. Refreshments following the concert.
Contact for information: Maura O’Brien mauraobrien05@aol.com




WESTFORD MUSIC SERIES

PRESENTS

THE TWANGTOWN
i PARAMOURS
2

the
TWanetown Paramours

Date: Sunday, October 7, 2018

Time: 4-5 p.m.

Where:  UCW White Church, Westford

Contact: Marge Hamrell at §79-4028 or mhamrell(@comcast.net

The Westford Music Series opens its 2018/2019 season with the Nashville duo, The Twangtown Paramours,
with the only northern Vermont stop on their national tour. This husband ‘n wife acoustic duo is known for
their well-crafted and award-winning songs, top-notch lead singing and fine harmonies. Called “Sophisticated
Americana,” their music is a hybrid of the Nashville and Austin music scene.

The duo has performed at multiple nationally recognized festivals and venues where they have received major
recognition awards and honors with their mixed genre of folk, bluegrass and popular music. Currently they are
working on their third album after having been listed as a top ten album of the year by several sources with their
last release.

The duo features Mike T. and Mary Beth Lewis. Before moving to Nashville, Mary Beth was a fixture of the
local Washington D.C. scene where she began her roots as a background vocalist for various bands featuring
both popular and country artists. Mike T. Lewis has played guitar for a lifetime and toured with various artists.
He produced #1 pop hit recording in South Korea, as well as, recording of his songs in the U.K. and U.S. He
also does background acting on television and owns a recording studio in Nashville, TN.

The Westford Music Series supports the performers with free will donations and has been serving the
community of Westford and surrounding areas for the past 9 years. !

Concert will be Sunday, October 7% from 4-5pm.
Call 879-4028 for information. Refreshments.



OCTOBER!

PUMPKIN GLOW &
HAUNTED FOREST

@ Westford Elementary School

~A Haunted Forest |

~Trick or Treat Street & Fun Halloween Games inside the Gym

~Face Painting & Cookie Decorating

~Full Dinner Concessions w/Chili, hot dogs, popcorn drinks & baked
goodies!

~ Fun for ALL ages! Spend the whole evening with us!!!

~Haunted Forest tickets are $3/person, Trick or Treat Street $5/person w/ |
a bag of treats at the end!

Come support the 8th Grade Class trip to Washington DC!



