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Keep an eye out for Wild Bergamot, aka Bee-balm, a herbaceous woodland
perennial which blooms from June – September.

Westford Town Office
1713 Vermont Route 128 - Westford, Vermont 05494
Phone: (802)878-4587 Fax: (802)879-6503
https://westfordvt.us/

TOWN OFFICE NOTES
Ballots for June 2nd EWSD Vote
The annual meeting for the Essex Westford School District (EWSD) is June 2nd. Ballots for the vote were mailed on
March 18th to all active voters on the checklist. If you have not received a ballot and believe you should have, please
contact the Town Office at 878-4587 or townclerk@westfordvt.us.
Ballots must be returned to the Town Office by June 1st or delivered to the polls on June 2nd. You can mail the ballot
(return postage was included) or place it in the mail slot located to the left of the door. The polls will be open from
10am to 7pm at the Westford School in the gym. We encourage all voters to return their ballots by June 1st to minimize
the number of people in the polling place.
Absentee Ballots for Future Elections
Please note that mailing of ballots to all active voters for the EWSD vote was based on an emergency amendment to the
election laws and will not be applicable to future votes/elections unless otherwise notified. You will need to contact the
Town Office to request an absentee ballot for future elections. Following are ways to request an absentee ballot for
future elections:
1. Call the Town Office at 878-4587 and leave your name, phone number, address, mailing address (if different), and
which election(s) you are requesting the ballots for (i.e., all local elections, August primary, November general); or
2. Email townclerk@westfordvt.us with the same information requested above; or
3. Request online through My Voter Page at https://mvp.vermont.gov/. Please contact the Town Office if you have
problems accessing this system. This is usually because your date of birth and driver’s license are missing, which we
will need to enter before you will be allowed into the system.
The Town Clerk’s Office will mail you your requested ballot as soon as it is ready for the upcoming elections.
Important: You will not receive ballots automatically; you must request them. Requests must be renewed each
calendar year. You can submit a request now for all elections through December 31, 2020.
Senior Luncheon
There will be no picnic luncheon in June due to the Coronavirus. We take July and August off so our next luncheon will
be on September 14th. I’m wishing everyone good health. Looking forward to seeing you in September.
Carol Howrigan, President
Maureen Estus, Vice President
Beth Menut, Secretary
Lorren Teer, Treasurer
Cereta Lamphere, Chaplain

Dogs Licenses
If you have not licensed your dog(s) please do so as soon as possible (licenses were due April 1st). Late fees were waived
through June 1st. After June 1st, late fees will be assessed.
A current rabies certificate is required. If you are unsure if the current certificate is on file, please call or email the Town
Office (878-4587 or townclerk@westfordvt.us). For your convenience, you may mail or drop off the fee and rabies
certificate along with a self-addressed stamped envelope and we will mail the license to you. The fee after June 1st is
$17.00 unless your dog is spayed or neutered, in which case the fee is $14.00.

TOWN OFFICE HOURS
The Town Office will be closed
•

June 2nd for the EWSD vote.

•

June 5th

The Town Office will re-open to the public beginning June 1st. The office will be open:
• Monday through Thursday: 8:30am to 4pm
• Friday: 8:30am to 12pm
• Zoning Administrator hours: Monday and Tuesday, 10am-3pm (by appointment only).
Access to the Town Office is conditional upon the following:
• Masks are required;
• Appointments are required for zoning and are strongly encouraged for other matters;
• Adhere to markings on the floor and any signage present;
• Access is limited to the front counter;
• Zoning matters are limited to the lower level (please use entrance located in the back of the building);
• You are not experiencing a fever, cough, shortness of breath, or any other symptom of a respiratory illness; and
• You have not had contact with a person who has tested COVID-19 positive.
We will continue to offer as many services as we can via email or phone.
We appreciate your cooperation and understanding as we navigate these unprecedented times.
Newsletter Deadline
The deadline for the July Newsletter is 12:00 noon on Monday, June 29th.
Yard Clean Up
When cleaning up your yard, please keep the following in mind:
• Burn permits are required prior to any burning. Burn permits are available online at
https://westfordvt.us/administration/fire-warden/, from the Fire Warden (Dennis Angiono, 879-1231) or from the
Town Office during regular office hours.
• Yard waste, such as leaves, brush and topsoil are not considered household garbage, therefore Myers will not collect
these materials. You can compost yard waste or bring it to a participating CSWD drop off center. For a list of
centers please visit www.cswd.net.
• See additional information in this newsletter from the Planning Commission for when working within Water
Resource areas.

VERMONT INCOME TAX FORMS
Ways to get your Vermont Income Tax forms from the Vermont Department of Taxes

1.
2.
3.

Download, complete and print fillable PDF forms from the web: www.bit.ly/vttaxforms
Order forms by email: https://tax.vermont.gov/form-request
Order forms by phone: call toll-free in the U.S. at (855) 297-5600

.

Vermont Department of Taxes Issues 2020 Tax Season Guidance in Response to COVID-19 Emergency
The Vermont Department of Taxes continues to carefully monitor the evolving situation related to the Coronavirus
(COVID-19) pandemic. The Department is working closely with the office of Governor Phil Scott and the Vermont
legislature, following changes at the federal level, and adhering to guidance from the Vermont Department Health.
Please see the Department’s information on relief for Vermont taxpayers at tax.vermont.gov/coronavirus. You should
check this link periodically as the guidance may change. You may also follow the Vermont Department of Taxes on
Facebook and Twitter.

A NOTE FROM THE LISTERS:
Although the VT Income Tax filing deadline has been extended to July 15th, we encourage homeowners to please file
their HS122, Homestead Declaration Form no later than June 15th. This ensures that your property tax bill will reflect the
residential rate. Homestead Declarations filed after June 15th will require the Town to mail revised tax bills for those
properties. Revise tax bills can cause confusion for taxpayers and escrow companies, as well as adding extra work to
town staff for processing.
You can file your Homestead Declaration form online at: https://myvtax.vermont.gov/_/.

SUMMER ROADS
What you need to know about summer road conditions
•
•

Road Projects: many projects are being done on the roads at this time. Slow down and give crews space to
work.

•

Dust: roads can become dusty in dry weather and potholes can appear in heavily traveled areas. Going the
speed limit can reduce dusty and damage roads.

•

Roadside Mowing: roadside are mowed to increase visibility and keep invasive plants at bay. Mowing occurs
twice a year: once in late spring/early summer and once later in the summer.

•

Traffic Speeds: due to the hard-packed conditions of the roads this time of year, overall vehicle speeds can
increase. Be aware of speed limits.

Reminders:
•

Watch for increased pedestrian traffic including walkers, bikers, horseback riders etc. Please slow down and
give other users of the road lots of room.

WESTFORD CONSERVATION COMMISSION
Have you hiked every possible combination of the Westford school trails? Try one of Westford’s other, more
remote trails! Goodrich and Schultz trails are both off Machia Hill Road and are great walks that include
beaver pond views, Mansfield views, and lots of good Westford air.
Turn your walk into science class by using a plant/tree identifier app, or play “Spring Walk Bingo” – I bet you
can find “mud” pretty fast on some of our trails! Schultz trail is good for a greenway walk or bike ride that
includes Old #11 Road, Covey Road, Covey Trail, Stoney Ridge Road, Osgood Hill Road, and back up Machia Hill
to the Schultz Trail.
A map of the town trails can be found at https://westfordvt.us/westford-town-lands/
Please respect private landowners whose property trails may run through. All users and their animals must
stay within trail right-of-way limits.
Please let us know if you see downed trees or other required maintenance to any of the trails. We’re happy to
go out and clean things up! Email westfordcc@googlegroups.com
Enjoying the trails? Consider a donation to the Westford Conservation Commission to help our hardworking volunteers purchase equipment, hire professionals, and sponsor events.
Westford Conservation Commission
1713 Vermont Route 128
Westford, VT 05494

We are excited to share - at a safe social distance - this momentous 50th
Anniversary Green Up Day with you!
No one really expected the 50th anniversary of Green Up Day would include working around a pandemic,
but we will accept our challenges and persevere to make this Green Up Day memorable.
We have some fun celebratory things planned for this year that will launch us into the next 50 years.
Please keep reading for details.
We hope everyone will apply their excitement to get outside, to Green Up on May 30th. This act of
community service and making our state shine is so good for our hearts, souls, and civic engagement even at a distance. "Greening Up" is much more than the act of A DAY, it is a caring mindset that we
teach our children, it is taking care of where we live for a healthy environment, and it is about connecting
our communities with a goal for common greatness. Together, let's make it a safe and hugely
successful 50th Green Up Day.
Green Up Day Safety Tips:
• Wear rugged work gloves.
• Wear long pants and boots.
• Always check for ticks.
• Do not pick up sharp objects. Get an adult.
• Dispose of any sharps in a heavy plastic bottle with the lid screwed back on and marked "do not
recycle."
• Wear bright colored clothing.
• Review safety rules with kids.
• Work facing oncoming traffic.
• Use sunscreen.
**Please note due to COVID-19, the students at the Westford School will NOT be doing their
traditional Green Up activities this year. This means that all roads will need attention.**

CARING FOR YOUR SEPTIC SYSTEM
Septic systems are very much like automobiles. They need periodic inspections and proper maintenance to continue
working properly. Also, like automobiles, they must be operated properly and cannot be overtaxed without the owner
suffering consequences such as repair or replacement bills.

WHAT TO DO
•
•

•

HAVE YOUR SEPTIC TANK PUMPED very 2 to 5 years by a septage hauler. At the same time, the tank should be
inspected for leaks or damage to baffles and pipes. Any leaks or damage should be repaired immediately. This is not
a do-it-yourself job. You should, however, check the level of sewage scum and sludge in the tank yearly.
Each spring, after the frost is out of the ground, check your leachfield for wet spots. You should also INSPECT THE
DISTRIBUTION BOX (AND PUMP OR SIPHON CHAMBER if you have one) to make sure they are level. If these
components are not level, the leachfield will not receive even distribution and the siphon or pump may not function
properly. It may be necessary to call a designer or installer to reset and repair these components or any shifted or
broken piping going in or out of them.
Several times each year (set up a regular schedule) INSPECT THE SIPHON OR PUMP – if your system has one.
Observe the operation of at least one cycle. Run water in the house until the chamber is filled and the siphon or pump
activates. If the chamber does not fill or does not empty and fill to the specified levels, then servicing is required.

WHAT NOT TO DO
An absorption field generally does not require any maintenance. However, to protect and prolong the life of the
absorption field, follow these simple rules:
• Plant only grass over and near your septic system. Roots from nearby trees or shrubs may clog and damage the
absorption field.
• Do not drive or park over any part of your septic system. This can compact the soil and crush your system.
• Direct all wastewater from your home into the septic tank. This includes all sink, bath, shower, toilet, washing
machine, and dishwasher wastewaters. Any of these wastewaters can contain disease-causing microorganisms or
environmental pollutants.
• Keep roof drains, basement sump pump drains, and other rainwater or surface water drainage systems away from the
absorption field. Flooding of the absorption field with excessive water will keep the soil from naturally cleansing the
wastewater, which can lead to groundwater and/or nearby surface pollution.

SEPTIC SYSTEM HEALTH TIPS
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

Conserve water to avoid overloading the septic system. Be sure to repair any leaky faucets or toilets. Use low-flow
fixtures.
Do not use caustic drain openers for a clogged drain. Instead, use boiling water or a drain snake to open clogs.
Do not use septic tank additives, commercial septic tank cleansers, yeast, sugar, etc. These products are not necessary
and some may be harmful to your system.
Use commercial bathroom cleansers and laundry detergents in moderation. Many people prefer to clean their toilets,
sinks, showers, and tubs with mild detergent or baking soda.
Your septic system is not a trash can. Do not put disposable diapers, sanitary napkins, tampons, paper towels, facial
tissues, plastics, cat litter, or cigarettes into your septic system. These items quickly fill your septic tank with solids,
decrease the efficiency, and will require that you pump out the septic tank more frequently. They may also clog the
sewer line to the septic system causing wastewater to back up into your home.
Avoid dumping grease or fats down your kitchen drain. They solidify and the accumulation may contribute to
blockages in your system.
Keep latex paint, varnishes, thinners, waste oil, photographic solutions, pesticides, or other hazardous chemicals out
of your system. Even in small amounts, these items can destroy the biological digestion taking place within your
septic system.

If you would like more information or a copy of your septic system plans please contact Melissa Manka, Planning
Coordinator, or Kate Lalley, Zoning Administrator, at the Town Office (878-4587).

CLEANING UP YOUR YARD?
IMPORTANT REMINDERS WHEN WORKING WITHIN
WATER RESOURCE AREAS:
Spring is the perfect time to be outdoors and enjoy working on your property. For those of us with project lists that
include brush and tree removal please realize our Water Resource and Flood Hazard Overlay areas require special
protection. With the exception of managed forestry and agricultural plans, most destructive disturbances such as brush
and tree removal are prohibited in these overlay areas.
We all live in a watershed with some of us closer to our streams, natural ponds and rivers than others. Please be sure to
identify the water resources on your property. Our official Water Resources Overlay and Flood Hazard Overlay map is
available on our Town website www.westfordvt.us. Click Documents, then Land Use & Development Regulations where
it is the last item in the menu.
When you have determined a Water Resource or Flood Hazard Overlay is located on your property it is important that
you familiarize yourself with Town regulations for the appropriate Overlay District. These regulations can also be found
at www.westfordvt.us under Documents in 2016 Land Use & Development Regulations chapters 270 and 280.
The purpose of the Town of Westford Water Resource Overlay District and Flood Hazard Overlay District is to:
1. Ensure the natural processes (geomorphology) of Westford's water-related resources are protected
2. Preserve and conserve riparian ecosystems and biological diversity;
3. Maintain Westford's rural character through the conservation of natural resources.
4. Utilize natural resources for preservation, recreation, education, and human consumption.
5. Protect public health, safety, and welfare by ensuring protections are established concerning: water quality,
erosion control, storm water control, and minimizing flood losses and damage.
6. Minimize the demands on public services and financial impact that result from flooding.
Westford’s streams, natural ponds and rivers are protected by 50’and 100’ buffers. Our 100’ buffers have been an
integral part of Westford’s water resource protection for over 40 years and have proven effective in the protection of
water quality, wildlife habitat, wildlife corridors and flood prevention. Remember the critical hydrological properties
and ecosystem of our waterways are a lot larger than the immediate body water. Recent heavy rain events have
demonstrated both the need and effectiveness of large undisturbed absorption areas in flood prevention. Water quality
is everyone’s responsibility and Westford residents should take pride in our community’s leadership role and enjoy the
benefits of being a model for water quality protection in Vermont.
The Westford Planning Commission meets monthly, or more frequently as required downstairs at the Town offices at
6:30 pm. Our meetings are open to the public and your attendance is encouraged. Our public meeting schedule is
available on our Town’s website; www.westfordvt.us, or by contacting Melissa Manka at the Westford Town Office.

WESTFORD CEMETERY REMINDERS
Artificial flowers, glass containers and items with wire are NOT allowed in any of the Westford
cemeteries. They will be subject to removal by cemetery officials. Also the planting of trees and shrubs is
NOT permitted. There are signs posted in each cemetery.
Thank you for your cooperation,
Westford Cemetery Commission

SCHOOL BOARD NOTES
FY 21 Budget Vote: At this point you should have received your Australian Ballot for the school budget vote.
Please take time to fill it out, follow the instructions carefully and mail it back. While you can vote in person
on June 2nd, we had ballots mailed in hopes of protecting poll workers during the pandemic.
There is a budget public information meeting on May 26th beginning at 6:30. The meeting will take place on
Zoom. Here is the information for joining the meeting. You can also access this information by going to the
district’s web page at: ewsd.org
Zoom Link: https://ewsd.zoom.us/j/96767183749
Meeting ID: 967 6718 3749
Password: 314287
The webpage also has an abundance of information about the budget. You will see a red “button” when the
page opens labeled “Budget”. Probably the best information to read is the “slides” document from our
February 18th meeting.
In addition to the regular budget and the budget for CTE (Center for Technology Essex) we also put the articles
on the warning that would normally be voted on from the floor at the school district’s annual meeting. That
meeting was cancelled this year due to the pandemic. Three of those articles are for the election of a
moderator, a clerk and a treasurer. The folks who submitted their names to run are the same people serving
in those capacities at the present time. In addition, there is an article authorizing the school district to borrow
money in anticipation of revenues. This is a standard article that is on the warning every year and is due to
potential timing issues of when revenue from the state is received.
There is a new article on the warning this year related to COVID-19. Normally unspent money is the FY 20
budget would have to wait to be carried forward into the FY22 budget after the audit of the FY20 budget is
complete. We expect there will be some areas of this year’s budget that will be underspent, for example the
line for substitutes. We are asking for authorization to spend that money in FY21 for unanticipated expenses
related to the pandemic.
End of School Year: The last day of school for students has been set for June 12th. The teachers will be
working all week the following week to begin preparations for the fall. These past months have been unusual
and challenging. We are grateful for how teachers, staff, families and students have “stepped up” to make the
most of a difficult situation.
Please contact us if you have questions or concerns.
Westford Members of the EWSD Board: Martha Heath and Andre Roy

OPPORTUNITIES
COMMUNITY!
OPPORTUNITIESTO
TO SERVE
SERVE YOUR
YOUR COMMUNITY!
The Selectboard is seeking town residents interested in serving as Westford’s representative on the following:
Chittenden County Regional Planning Commissioner Alternate Representative
The Chittenden County Regional Planning Commission was founded in 1966 to promote the mutual cooperation of
its 19 member municipalities and to facilitate the appropriate development and preservation of the physical and
human resources in Chittenden County.
CCRPC is composed of 19 municipal commissioners and five at-large commissioners (representing Agriculture,
Conservation/Environment, Socio-Economic/Housing, and Transportation). The legislative body of each of
Chittenden County’s municipalities selects its own commissioner and alternate commissioner. The Full Commission
selects the five at-large representatives. Each commissioner has one vote.
CCRPC’s regular monthly meeting is on the third Wednesday of the month at 6:00pm in the Main Conference Room.
These meetings are open to the public.
For more information go to https://www.ccrpcvt.org/about-us/commission/commissioners-alternates/.
CCRPC Clean Water Advisory Committee (CWAC)
The Clean Water Advisory Committee (CWAC) oversees the Chittenden County Regional Planning Commission
activities and policy development regarding but not limited to, the Vermont Lake Champlain Total Maximum Daily
Load (TMDL) Plan and its related plans and programs. The Committee typically meets the first Tuesday of the
month. To view minutes, agendas and other documents, please go to https://www.ccrpcvt.org/aboutus/committees/clean-water-advisory-committee/. For more information contact Dan Albrecht, CCPRC Senior
Planner, at dalbrecht@ccrpcvt.org or 846-4490.
Please contact the Town Office at 878-4587 or townclerk@westfordvt.us if you are interested in being appointed to
one of these positions.

Subscribe to the Town Newsletter
If you would like to receive a copy of the Town Newsletter by email, send an email to townclerk@westfordvt.us with
your name (required), email address (required) and address (optional). To view current and past newsletters visit:
https://westfordvt.us/documents/newsletters/ If you do not have access to the Internet or have a computer, you
can call the Town Office at 878-4587 to request being added to the mailing list.

