
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 TOWN OFFICE NOTES  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Senior Luncheon 
I hope all our seniors are doing well with this heat and that Covid-19 is not affecting anyone in Westford.  IΩm going to 
postpone indefinitely our luncheons.  As soon as I feel itΩs safe for you to leave your home and come out again, IΩll let 
everyone know through Front Porch Forum and the monthly newsletter.  If you need anything, please call me at 878-
3090.  Hopefully, we will be back together soon and please getting your flu shot.  If you need a ride to do this, again call 
me and I will see that you get to a place that is providing them.  Carol Howrigan, President   

Dog Licenses 
If you have not licensed your dog(s) please do so as soon as possible (licenses were due April 1st).  

A current rabies certificate is required.  If you are unsure if the current certificate is on file, please call or email the Town 
Office (878-4587 or townclerk@westfordvt.us).  For your convenience, you may mail or drop off the fee and rabies 
certificate along with a self-addressed stamped envelope and we will mail the license to you.  The fee is $13.00 unless 
your dog is spayed or neutered, in which case the fee is $11.00. 
 
Newsletter Deadline 
The deadline for the September Newsletter is 12:00 noon on Monday, September 28th.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Westford Town Office 
1713 Vermont Route 128 - Westford, Vermont 05494 

Phone: (802)878-4587 Fax: (802)879-6503 
https://westfordvt.us/ 

 

  WESTFORD NEWSLETTER 
September 2020 

 

Keep an eye out for New England Aster. This fall blooming meadow aster 
has wonderful pink and purple flowers and is a favorite of pollinators. 

Property Tax Installment 
The first property tax installment is due Tuesday, September 15th.  Payments will be considered timely if they are 
received by this date, have a September 15th postmark (postal, FedEx or UPS), or are in the drop box located to the 
left of the town office door before the office opens at 8:30 a.m. on Wednesday, September 16th. 
 
Please note ς If you pay your taxes using Bill Pay (generating a check online through your financial institution), make 
sure you allow sufficient time for mailing.  These envelopes do not bear a postmark therefore will be acknowledged 
by the date received at the town office not by the date on the check 
 

Westford Music Series  
The Westford Music Series is cancelled for the 2020/2021 season. 

We will resume in fall of 2021, hope to see you there! 
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The Vermont Secretary of StateΩs Office will be mailing a ballot to all active voters around September 18.  If you do not 
receive a ballot by the end of September, please contact the Town Office at 878-4587 or townclerk@westfordvt.us.   
 
Please carefully follow the instructions on the ballot as well as the envelopes included with the ballot.  Unfortunately, 
every election there are ballots deemed defective because a voter did not follow the directions.  It is a shame that a 
voter has gone through the effort to cast their vote on a ballot but failed to follow directions to ensure their vote counts.  
The instructions on the envelopes are clear.  You MUST seal your voted ballot in the certificate envelope AND sign the 
envelope.  This is a minimum.  Voters should also fill in the blanks where indicated.  A picture of the envelope is shown 
below for reference.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Any voter may vote in person at the polls.  However, due to COVID-19, we are encouraging voters to vote by absentee 
ballot to reduce the number of people at the polls.  If you choose to vote in person, you must adhere to CDC guidelines 
and the GovernorΩs Order (wearing a mask, social distancing of 6ΩΣ ŜǘŎΦύ.  If you are experiencing a fever, cough, 
shortness of breath, or any other symptom of a respiratory illness, or if you have had contact with a person who has 
tested COVID-19 positive, you will need to vote by absentee ballot.  
 
Please contact the Town Office at 878-4587 or townclerk@westfordvt.us if you have any questions. 

 
 

VOTI NG INFORMATION FO R NOVEMBER  

GENERAL ELECTION  
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The Town Office will be closed  

¶ September 7th for Labor Day 

The Town Office is open to the public! The office is open: 

¶ Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday:  8:30am to 4pm 

¶ Zoning Administrator hours:  Monday and Tuesday, 10am-3pm (by appointment only). 

Access to the Town Office is conditional upon the following: 

¶ You are not experiencing a fever, cough, shortness of breath, or any other symptom of a respiratory illness; and 
you have not had contact with a person who has tested COVID-19 positive. 

¶ Masks are required 

¶ Appointments are required for zoning and are strongly encouraged for other matters; 

¶ Adhere to any signage present; 

¶ Access is limited to the front counter;  

¶ Zoning matters are limited to the lower level (please use entrance located in the back of the building); 
 
 
 

 

 

ATTENTION DOG LOVERS 
 

The Town of Westford is looking for someone who is interested in serving as Dog Warden.  What is a Dog Warden you 
ask?  A Dog Warden is a person who helps dog owners comply with the Westford Dog Ordinance.  What qualifications 
are needed?  A love for dogs, the ability to communicate effectively and a location to bring dogs until they can be 
reunited with their owner to name a few.  You may think you need a kennel to be a Dog Warden.  This is not the case.  
However, a stray dog does need to be kept in a healthy environment until it is reunited with its owner.  A healthy 
environment includes shelter, food, water, and a suitable area for them to relieve themselves.   
 
The Dog Warden position receives an annual stipend of $500 and there are funds available for training, supplies and 
mileage.  The Town also has a doghouse that can be utilized.  If you would like more information on helping your 
community by serving in this position, please contact the Town Office at 878-4587 or townclerk@westfordvt.us.  
Westford residency is preferred by not required. 
 
 
 
                         
 

                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TOWN OFFICE HOURS 
 

WESTFORD CEMETERY REMINDERS 

Artificial flowers, glass containers and items with wire are NOT allowed in any of the Westford 
cemeteries.  They will be subject to removal by cemetery officials.  Also the planting of trees and shrubs is 
NOT permitted.  There are signs posted in each cemetery.   
 

Thank you for your cooperation, Westford Cemetery Commission 

FREE PUBLIC W i-Fi  ON THE COMMON!  

Thanks to grants from the Public Library Association and the Vermont Department of 
Public Service, there is now fast FREE Wi-Fi service on the common! 

 Just search for "Westford Public WiFi" on your device.      
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FALL ROADS 

What you need to know a bout coming fall road conditions  
 

¶  

¶ Tourists: watch for tourists who may be άleaf peepingέ. They may be driving slowly or in 
need of directions. 

¶ High Wind: high winds occur this time of year. Watch for fallen trees and brush that 
may block roads 

Reminders:  

¶ Several hunting seasons occur during fall. Watch for vehicles parked on the side of roads for hunting access. 
Pedestrians & pets should wear orange/yellow reflective clothing during hunting seasons to help ensure 
they are seen. You can find a list of VT hunting seasons here: https://vtfishandwildlife.com/hunt/hunting-
and-trapping-seasons 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EMPLOYEMENT OPPORTUNITY 

SEEKING FULL-TIME ROAD CREW MEMBER 

The Town of Westford is seeking qualified applicants for a full-time Road Crew position with benefits.  This 

position involves skilled and unskilled labor tasks and the knowledge and operation of highway equipment 

for maintenance and repair of town roads. 

Requirements:  valid Vermont CDL Class B license, good driving record, experience operating various highway 

equipment, willingness to work long hours especially during winter months, ability to maintain logs, 

participate in random drug/alcohol testing, possess physical strength, agility, endurance and mental ability to 

concentrate, mechanical abilities, good communication skills, safety mindset and willingness to work directly 

with the public.  Must pass pre-employment physical exam and drug test. 

For consideration, please submit resume, references and employment application (found at 

https://westfordvt.us/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/CMV-Application-for-Employment.pdf) to: Town of 

Westford, Attn: Nanette Rogers, 1713 VT Route 128, Westford, VT 05494. 

For more information, contact Nanette Rogers at 878-4587 or townclerk@westfordvt.us.  Position open 

until filled. Westford is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 

https://vtfishandwildlife.com/hunt/hunting-and-trapping-seasons
https://vtfishandwildlife.com/hunt/hunting-and-trapping-seasons
https://westfordvt.us/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/CMV-Application-for-Employment.pdf
mailto:townclerk@westfordvt.us


 

 

WESTFORD CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

 

 

 
tƭŜŀǎŜ ƭŜǘ ǳǎ ƪƴƻǿ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ǎŜŜ ŘƻǿƴŜŘ ǘǊŜŜǎ ƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƛƭǎΦ ²ŜΩǊŜ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ŎƭŜŀn 
things up! Email westfordcc@googlegroups.com  

Enjoying the trails? Consider a donation to the Westford Conservation Commission to help our hard- 
working volunteers purchase equipment, hire professionals, and sponsor events.  

Westford Conservation Commission  
1713 Vermont Route 128 
Westford, VT 05494 

Westford Trail Volunteer Day! 
 

Do you enjoy hiking the beautiful trails Westford has to offer? Please consider signing up for our volunteer trail 
maintenance day.  
We will meet on September 26th at 9am at the kiosk in front of Westford Elementary School.  
We will spend the morning clearing any debris on the school trails (Misty Meadows). Westford Conservation 
Commission members will bring some necessary tools but feel free to bring your own loppers, clippers, weed 
ǿƘŀŎƪŜǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇŦǳƭ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΗ 5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ǿŀǘŜǊΣ ǎƴacks, and necessary layers for dynamic VT weather. 
This is a great way to contribute to maintaining the trails we all love and enjoy!  
To sign up, please email WCC westfordcc@googlegroups.com 

New Westford Trail Guide! 
 

Check out the new Westford Trail Guide on the town website at https://westfordvt.us/boards/conservation-
commission/ , or our Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/WestfordCC  
 
All Westford trails will be featured with information, descriptions, maps, and photos. This guide will help you and 
your family explore our lesser known trails. Happy hiking! 
 

 
 

Please respect private landowners whose property trails may run through. All users and their animals must 
stay within trail right-of-way limits.  
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         FOOD SCRAPS & WESTFORD 

 

Effective July 1, 2020, per Act 148, food scraps are banned from landfills.  Additionally, the Selectboard 
recently chose not to include the collection of food scraps in the contract with Myers.  This means that 
residents will need to either compost food scraps or bring them to one of the Chittenden Solid Waste District 
(CSWD) drop off centers (https://cswd.net/chittenden-county-solid-waste-facilities/drop-off-centers/). 
 
What are food scraps?    
Food scraps are parts of food that are typically discarded rather than eaten:  peels, rinds, cores, eggshells, 
seeds, pits, bones, shells, coffee grounds and filters, loose-leaf tea, and fats/oils/grease.  Food scraps is also 
food that was eaten but not finished: άǇƭŀtŜ ǎŎǊŀǇǎέ ƻǊ ƭŜŦǘƻǾŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜƴǘ ōŀŘΦ  !ƴȅ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ food can become 
food scraps including bread, pasta, soup, vegetables, fruit, sauces, meat, fish, dairy, sweets, etc. 
 
What should I do with meat and bones? 
If you compost in your yard, the law allows you ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ƳŜŀǘ ŀƴŘ ōƻƴŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀǎƘ ǎƻ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀǘtract 
animals to your composting bin. If you chose to bring food scraps to a drop-off center, you can include meat 
and bones with the rest of your food scraps. 
 
CSWD has an abundance of information on their website including answers to questions, ways to reduce 
waste and how to compost to name a few.  Please go to https://cswd.net/scrapfoodwaste/ or call 872-8111 to 
get more information.   
 

 
 
 
 

WHAT ABOUT BEARS? 

¶ Do not put any fish, meat, dairy, grease, or bones in your backyard compost. 
¶ Compost in a hard, durable bin, preferably one with a lid. 
¶ Frequently cover food scraps with browns (dried yard debris, wood chips, sawdust, shredded 

paper). This helps contain odors! 
¶ Build and maintain your pile correctly! Bury food scraps near the center of your pile and cover with 

browns, mix frequently! This discourages not just bears, but insects, rodents, and other vectors. 
 
Guidance from VT Fish and Wildlife on Composting & Bears: https://vtfishandwildlife.com/learn-more/living-with-

wildlife/l iving-with-black-bears/composting-in-bear-country 
 

Backyard composting still not for you? You can bring your food waste to Green Mountain Compost or use 
another disposal service of your choice: https://cswd.net/chittenden-county-solid-waste-facilities/green-mountain-

compost/ 
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