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Did you know that Westford residents used to cut ice out of the Brown’s River
during winter?
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Happy Holidays!
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TOWN OFFICE NOTES
Selectboard FY’22 Budget Workshops
The Selectboard began working on the FY’22 Budget in October. Upcoming workshops will be held on:
• 12/3
• 12/17
If needed, additional meetings will be held. The Board encourages residents to attend these meetings to provide
feedback to assist the Board in developing a budget to be voted on in March 2021.
Senior Luncheon
I hope all our seniors are doing well that Covid-19 is not affecting anyone in Westford. I’m going to postpone our
luncheons indefinitely. As soon as I feel it’s safe for you to leave your home and come out again, I’ll let everyone know
through Front Porch Forum and the monthly newsletter. If you need anything, please call me at 878-3090. Hopefully,
we will be back together soon and please getting your flu shot. If you need a ride to do this, again call me and I will see
that you get to a place that is providing them. Carol Howrigan, President
Holiday Gift Cards
The Town is collecting monetary donations to purchase Hannaford gift cards for Westford residents in need. The gift
cards provide recipients with the ability to purchase food and household items as needed and according to their
personal preferences.
Monetary donations will be accepted through Friday, December 18th. If you prefer, you can purchase the gift cards
(ones that prohibit tobacco and alcohol purchases) yourself. Please mail or deliver your donation to the Town Office.
The gift cards will be mailed on December 19th to Westford residents only.
Newsletter Deadline
The deadline for the January Newsletter is 12:00 noon on Monday, December 21, 2020

TOWN OFFICE HOURS
The Town Office is CLOSED to the public at this time due to the spread of Covid-19.
• Office staff are available to take phone calls 8:30am – 4:3opm Monday-Friday.
• We will try to accommodate you through email, phone or snail mail as much as we can!
• Zoning Administrator hours: Monday and Tuesday, 10am-3pm (by appointment only).
The Town Office is CLOSED:
• December 24 & 25 – Christmas
• January 1 – New Years

ATTENTION DOG LOVERS
The Town of Westford is looking for someone who is interested in serving as Dog Warden. What is a Dog Warden you
ask? A Dog Warden is a person who helps dog owners comply with the Westford Dog Ordinance. What qualifications
are needed? A love for dogs, the ability to communicate effectively and a location to bring dogs until they can be
reunited with their owner to name a few. You may think you need a kennel to be a Dog Warden. This is not the case.
However, a stray dog does need to be kept in a healthy environment until it is reunited with its owner. A healthy
environment includes shelter, food, water, and a suitable area for them to relieve themselves.
The Dog Warden position receives an annual stipend of $500 and there are funds available for training, supplies and
mileage. The Town also has a doghouse that can be utilized. If you would like more information on helping your
community by serving in this position, please contact the Town Office at 878-4587 or townclerk@westfordvt.us.
Westford residency is preferred by not required.

WINTER IS HERE!
What you need to know about winter road conditions
•
•
•
•

Plowing: begins when the snow has accumulated 2-3 inches. Each plow route takes the road crew about 4
hours to complete.
Sand: applied to all gravel roads. Some particles may be large enough to cause windshield damage. Use
caution and avoid following other vehicles closely.
Mailboxes: Westford does NOT repair or replace mailboxes damaged by the plow.
Plowing Across Town Roads: plowing snow from driveways across town roads is prohibited.
Read the full Winter Road Policy here: https://westfordvt.us/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Winter-Road-Policy.pdf

Reminders:
•
•
•
•

Each winter storm is different, roads may be icy and sand may be loose. Drive slow and know what your vehicle is
capable of.
Watch for walkers and wildlife. It will be more difficult to see pedestrians and recreational users of roads this time of
year due to snowbanks. Walkers, bikers and other users can do their part by wearing bright, reflective clothing.
Some VAST trails cross Westford Roads. Know where the trails are and watch for crossing snowmobiles. You can find a
list of VAST trails here: https://vtvast.org/trails.html
Several hunting seasons occur during early winter. Watch for vehicles parked on the side of roads for hunting access.
Pedestrians & pets should wear orange/yellow reflective clothing during hunting seasons to help ensure they are seen.
You can find a list of VT hunting seasons here: https://vtfishandwildlife.com/hunt/hunting-and-trapping-seasons

From the Desk of the Fire Warden
I would like to take a moment to wish everyone a Happy Holiday and a safe and healthy New Year. We are approaching
snow season and as most of you know Vermont state law says when the ground is covered with snow a burn permit is
not needed. All other regulations such as what is legal to burn, distance from existing structures, making sure your fire is
completely extinguished before retiring for the night, nonuse of flammable materials to start your fire, etc. will still
remain in effect.
In addition, starting with the first snow and continuing ground coverings I will not be reporting daily on the weather
until we approach spring when all snow is gone. The system will be closed so that I may communicate any severe
weather changes. As always you are responsible for your burn and any damage that is caused as a result of your burn. If
you have any questions or concerns pertaining to your fire please call me at 879-1231.
Thank You
Dennis L. Angiono, Westford Fire Warden

TRASH, RECYCLING & FOOD SCRAPS IN WESTFORD
Can I Recycle That?
Did you know that you are not supposed to put your recycling in plastic bags of any kind? The only exception to this is
shredded office paper, which is accepted only if it’s in a CLEAR BAG that’s tightly closed.
Here are some other items that do NOT belong in your recycling bin:
• Dirty containers
• Plastic wrap
• Durable plastic (e.g. Tupperware, laundry bins, etc.)
• Styrofoam
• Motor oil or hazardous waste containers
For more information on the proper way to recycle, please visit https://cswd.net/recycling/. There is even an interesting
video of a tour of the Materials Recovery Facility (MRF) where your recycling goes to be sorted.

Food Scraps (Effective July 1, 2020, per Act 148, food scraps are banned from landfills.)
What are food scraps?
Food scraps are parts of food that are typically discarded rather than eaten: peels, rinds, cores, eggshells, seeds, pits,
bones, shells, coffee grounds and filters, loose-leaf tea, and fats/oils/grease. Food scraps is also food that was eaten but
not finished: “plate scraps” or leftovers that went bad. Any type of food can become food scraps including bread, pasta,
soup, vegetables, fruit, sauces, meat, fish, dairy, sweets, etc.
What should I do with meat and bones?
If you compost in your yard, the law allows you to put meat and bones in the trash so they don’t attract animals to your
composting bin. If you chose to bring food scraps to a drop-off center, you can include meat and bones with the rest of
your food scraps.
CSWD has an abundance of information on their website including answers to questions, ways to reduce waste and how
to compost to name a few. Please go to https://cswd.net/scrapfoodwaste/ or call 872-8111 to get more information.

SEASONAL COMPOSTING TIPS: WINTER
•
•
•

Low humidity and winter winds can dry out your pile, water compost pile sparingly on a day when it won’t
immediately freeze.
Turn your compost as frequently as possible, BUT do not attempt to turn when frozen,
Add green scraps in large quantities. For compost to be fed properly it needs the nitrogen of green ingredients.

Don’t want to trudge outside in the snow to compost? Here are some ways you can store compost inside longer before
bringing it out to the pile or to a drop off center:
https://dec.vermont.gov/sites/dec/files/wmp/SolidWaste/Documents/Universal-Recycling/Managing-food-scraps-inthe-kitchen.pdf

STAY UP TO DATE WITH OUR HAULER
Myers has now set up a Facebook page for Westford specific trash & recycling communications! You can find it here:
https://www.facebook.com/Town-of-Westford-Waste-104918838111423

HOLDING HANDS ACROSS WESTFORD
We are so excited there is such a buzz around town already about
the Holding Hands Across Westford project! As a reminder,
these large plywood mittens are on stakes and primed, ready for
you to decorate as you choose. You can place them in your front
yard by the road or on the Westford Common Hall lawn "holding"
hands with others. The Shopify site is now open for purchasing
mittens! You will see a picture of what you are buying and there
are a couple examples shown of some finished mittens. All
proceeds will go to the revitalization of the Westford Common
Hall.
https://westford-common-hall.myshopify.com/
We will notify you through email when to pick up your mittens at
the Common Hall
Thanks for your community spirit and support!
The Capital Campaign Committee for the Westford Common Hall

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE YOUR COMMUNITY!
The Selectboard is seeking town residents interested in serving as Westford’s representative on the following:
Chittenden County Regional Planning Commissioner Representative & Alternate Representative
The Chittenden County Regional Planning Commission was founded in 1966 to promote the mutual cooperation of its 19
member municipalities and to facilitate the appropriate development and preservation of the physical and human resources in
Chittenden County.
CCRPC is composed of 19 municipal commissioners and five at-large commissioners (representing Agriculture,
Conservation/Environment, Socio-Economic/Housing, and Transportation). The legislative body of each of Chittenden County’s
municipalities selects its own commissioner and alternate commissioner. The Full Commission selects the five at-large
representatives. Each commissioner has one vote.
CCRPC’s regular monthly meeting is on the third Wednesday of the month at 6:00pm in the Main Conference Room. These
meetings are open to the public.
For more information go to https://www.ccrpcvt.org/about-us/commission/commissioners-alternates/.
CCRPC Clean Water Advisory Committee (CWAC)
The Clean Water Advisory Committee (CWAC) oversees the Chittenden County Regional Planning Commission activities and
policy development regarding but not limited to, the Vermont Lake Champlain Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) Plan and its
related plans and programs. The Committee typically meets the first Tuesday of the month. To view minutes, agendas and
other documents, please go to https://www.ccrpcvt.org/about-us/committees/clean-water-advisory-committee/. For more
information contact Dan Albrecht, CCPRC Senior Planner, at dalbrecht@ccrpcvt.org or 846-4490.

Please contact the Town Office if you are interested in serving the community in any of these roles.

WESTFORD SCHOOL NEWS DECEMBER 2020
Celebrations
Thank you parents for participating in virtual parent-teacher conferences this year. We greatly appreciate the
opportunity to discuss student learning and progress this school year. Traditionally, Westford benefits from a
very high percentage of parents who participate in conferences and this is the case this year as well.
We are learning so much as we navigate education this year and a few things stick out as positives. For
example, virtual meetings allow parents to meet with teachers with less impact on their jobs and less travel
time. The outdoor 8th-grade graduation was beautiful. And, our outdoor classrooms are thriving this year
even with snow and colder weather.
We are teaching new safety and operating routines. Students have been incredibly compliant with wearing
masks and arrive ready to learn each day. We implemented two models of instruction (hybrid model and full
in-person) within the first month of school.
Insert pictures

Connection
Resilience during a pandemic is less about individual capacities and more about how a community responds to
adversity in a way that allows every member of the community to thrive. This year, more than ever, resilience
means acknowledging and feeling our emotions, seeking connection, and then intentionally selecting healthy
and effective coping strategies. This year has been filled with radical shifts in our lives that impact daily
routines and create losses. Even changes that may seem insignificant on the surface, like the loss of field trips,
can cause powerful emotions like grief and frustration. I’d like to acknowledge the wide range of feelings
impacting our school community. I’d also like to share how students are feeling and the importance they
place on connections. As you can see in the following two Word Clouds, students are expressing the
importance of connection and healthy distraction like learning. In a Word Cloud, the larger the word appears
the more times it was used by a student to describe what is going well at school this year.

In this Word Cloud (above), students are expressing what is hard about school this year.
Much of what students have always enjoyed about school remains constant with an extra appreciation for
seeing friends while there are also, of course, new challenges like wearing masks and maintaining social
distance. Students have been exceptionally compliant and thoughtful concerning mask-wearing and are
building tolerance. They have also been superb with hand hygiene. Social distancing remains the primary
safety challenge, especially during transitions because it is counterintuitive for how we interact at school. Still,
students are adjusting even though they feel it is difficult.

Gratitude
In summary, this school year has been unlike any other. I’m grateful for the work our teachers are doing to
support our school community and for the cohesive effort going into keeping our students safe and for
continuing high expectations for learning.

Subscribe to the Town Newsletter
If you would like to receive a copy of the Town Newsletter by email, send an email to townclerk@westfordvt.us with your
name (required), email address (required) and address (optional).
To view current and past newsletters visit: https://westfordvt.us/documents/newsletters/ If you do not have access to
the Internet or have a computer, you can call the Town Office at 878-4587 to request being added to the mailing list.

