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Over the last year, the Westford Planning Commission has been working to complete an update 
of the “Westford, Vermont 2021 Town Plan.” This effort is part of a continuing planning process 
that guides the Town’s decisions for future growth. Their planning process conforms to the State’s 
four planning goals of Chapter 117, Section 4302, which strive for a comprehensive planning 
process that includes citizen participation, the consideration for the consequences of growth, and 
compatibility with surrounding municipalities and encouragement of municipalities to work 
creatively together to develop and implement plans. 
 
The current 2015 Westford Town Plan will expire 90 days after the end of the COVID-19 State of 
Emergency per Act 92. The Plan was otherwise set to expire on May 14, 2020. The plan update 
focused on the following: to add an enhanced energy plan to conform to the standards in 24 
V.S.A. §4352, to pursue additional designations, programs, and services to support town center 
area revitalization, to improve multimodal transportation options and safety, to update data 
and information in the plan to be as current as possible, to create an implementation strategy, 
and to incorporate goals and policies that will make Westford a more flood resilient 
community. 

 
The amended plan alters the designation of land area in Westford by amending future land use 
maps identifying possible zoning district, transect and designation changes in the town center 
area. These maps, and language associated with the maps, will help the town to investigate, 
reevaluate and expand opportunities in the town center area derived from differing zoning 
districts, transects and state designations. Any resulting changes to the active zoning district, 
transect and designation maps will increase activity, development, and vehicular and pedestrian 
traffic in the town center area.  This increase is promoted and encouraged by the town as the 
town center area is the hub of community activity, services and amenities and will result in an 
expanded tax base. In order for this vision to come to fruition the town will need to plan for 
enhanced public facilities/services (e.g., pedestrian ways, community parking, stormwater 
infrastructure, wastewater solutions).  The future land use maps maintain the existing town 
center area boundary (approximately 650 acres) and may result in minor adjustments to existing 
common and village zoning districts, T5 and T4 transects and the area eligible for Neighborhood 
Area Designation in order to better serve the community. There are no other alternative locations 
suitable for town center development and revitalization and/or alternative uses for our existing, 
historic town center.  There are no other areas in town with a similar designation. These revisions 
will not negatively impact areas outside of the town center area. 

 
The Westford, Vermont 2021 Town Plan contains 10 chapters, which include: Introduction; 
Historic Features; Population, Housing & Existing Land Use; Facilities, Utilities & Services; 
Economic Development; Transportation, Public Land & Trails; Energy; Natural Resources & 
Features; Future Land Use; Implementation Plan. A full text of the plan is on file in the Westford 



Town Clerk’s Office. The Westford, VT 2021 Town Plan can also be viewed at 
https://westfordvt.us/town-plan/  or by requesting a copy by emailing  
townclerk@westfordvt.us or calling (802) 878-4587.  The plan proposes goals and policies that 
impact the entire Town of Westford.   
 
This plan is intended to be consistent with the goals established in Title 24, Section 4302. These 
goals aim to: maintain the historic settlement pattern of compact village centers separated by 
rural countryside; provide a strong and diverse economy with rewarding job opportunities; 
broaden access to educational and vocational training opportunities for people of all ages; 
provide for safe, convenient, economic, and energy efficient transportation systems; to identify, 
protect, and preserve important natural and historic resources; to maintain and improve the 
quality of air, water, wildlife, and land resources; to encourage the efficient use of energy and 
development of renewable energy resources; to maintain and enhance recreational 
opportunities; to encourage and strengthen agricultural and forest industries; to provide for the 
wise and efficient use of natural resources; to ensure the availability of safe and affordable 
housing; to plan for, finance, and provide an efficient system of public facilities and services; and 
to ensure the availability of safe and affordable childcare.  The chapters also contain all 12 
required elements for a municipal plan established in Title 24, Chapter 11, Section 4382.  
 
Westford’s Land Use & Development Regulations are based on the information compiled and the 
goals expressed within the Town Plan. Westford Planning Commission members have spent 
many hours discussing and compiling this document and they would sincerely like to receive your 
feedback.  
 
 
 

https://westfordvt.us/town-plan/
mailto:townclerk@westfordvt.us

