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A year-round resident, the Red Breasted Nuthatch lives mostly in conifer
trees and gets its name from how it hammers seeds into the cracks of trees to
open them. They can also walk on the underside of branches!
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TOWN OFFICE NOTES
Senior Luncheon
Hello everyone! If nothing changes between now and September, we are planning on getting back to seeing everyone
on Sept. 13th. For new people in Westford, we meet the 2nd Monday of each month at the Red Brick Meeting House on
the Common. We open the doors at 11:30 a.m. with lunch at 12:00 p.m.
There is a brief meeting after our meal. September is Election of Officers, so it's a good time to start. It's been almost a
year and a half since we have been together and that is a very long time in the world of seniors. We have lost several
seniors during this time, and I want to give you my heartfelt sympathy. I have personally lost several elders in my family,
and I know what a great loss it is. My prayers are with you, and may the days ahead begin to bring you the wonderful
memories that each person gave you during their life.
I have missed everyone and am looking forward to seeing everyone on Sept 13th. We always look forward to seeing new
faces, too. Mark your calendars now. If you are 55+, please come for a home cooked meal and a chance to visit with
your neighbors and friends. If you have any questions, please call me at 878-3090. Carol Howrigan, President
Dogs Licenses
If you have not licensed your dog(s) please do so as soon as possible (licenses were due April 1st).
A current rabies certificate is required. If you are unsure if the current certificate is on file, please call or email the Town
Office (878-4587 or townclerk@westfordvt.us). For your convenience, you may mail or drop off the fee and rabies
certificate along with a self-addressed stamped envelope and we will mail the license to you. The fee is $13.00 unless
your dog is spayed or neutered, in which case the fee is $11.00.
Newsletter Deadline
The deadline for the July Newsletter is 12:00 noon on Monday, August 23rd.

TOWN OFFICE HOURS
The Town Office is OPEN:
Monday-Thursday, 8:30am-4pm
Friday, 8:30am-1pm

WESTFORD CEMETERY REMINDERS
Artificial flowers, glass containers and items with wire are NOT allowed in any of the Westford
cemeteries. They will be subject to removal by cemetery officials. Also, the planting of trees and shrubs is
NOT permitted. There are signs posted in each cemetery.
Thank you for your cooperation,
Westford Cemetery Commission

SUMMER ROADS
What you need to know about warm weather road conditions
•

Road Projects: many projects are being done on the roads at this time. Slow down and give crews space to
work.

•

Dust: roads can become dusty in dry weather and potholes can appear in heavily traveled areas. Going the
speed limit can reduce dusty and damage roads.

•

Roadside Mowing: roadsides are mowed to increase visibility and keep invasive plants at bay. Mowing occurs
twice a year: once in late spring/early summer and once later in the summer.

•

Traffic Speeds: due to the hard-packed conditions of the roads this time of year, overall vehicle speeds can
increase. Be aware of speed limits.

•
•

Heavy Loads: do damage to thawing roads. Traveling roads with heavy equipment may be prohibited
at any time.
Repairs: roads are repaired as weather allows. Know that this takes time, it might take the road crew
some time to get to your road. Highly traveled roads in poor condition are given priority.

Reminders:
•

Watch for increased pedestrian traffic including walkers, bikers, horseback riders etc. Please slow down and
give other users of the road lots of room as you pass.

Please Join Us for a

Celebration of Life
In Loving Memory of

Frena W Phillips

February 15, 1933 – December 5, 2020
Saturday September 18, 2021 • 1pm-4pm • The Red Brick Meeting House
1685 VT Route 128
Westford, VT

TRASH, RECYCLING & FOOD SCRAPS IN WESTFORD
Can I Recycle That?
Did you know that you are not supposed to put your recycling in plastic bags of any kind? The only exception to this is
shredded office paper, which is accepted only if it’s in a CLEAR BAG that’s tightly closed.
Here are some other items that do NOT belong in your recycling bin:
• Dirty containers
• Plastic wrap
• Durable plastic (e.g., Tupperware, laundry bins, etc.)
• Styrofoam
• Motor oil or hazardous waste containers
For more information on the proper way to recycle, please visit https://cswd.net/recycling/. There is even an interesting
video of a tour of the Materials Recovery Facility (MRF) where your recycling goes to be sorted.

Food Scraps (Effective July 1, 2020, per Act 148, food scraps are banned from landfills.)
What are food scraps?
Food scraps are parts of food that are typically discarded rather than eaten: peels, rinds, cores, eggshells, seeds, pits,
bones, shells, coffee grounds and filters, loose-leaf tea, and fats/oils/grease. Food scraps is also food that was eaten but
not finished: “plate scraps” or leftovers that went bad. Any type of food can become food scraps including bread, pasta,
soup, vegetables, fruit, sauces, meat, fish, dairy, sweets, etc.
What should I do with meat and bones?
If you compost in your yard, the law allows you to put meat and bones in the trash, so they don’t attract animals to your
composting bin. If you chose to bring food scraps to a drop-off center, you can include meat and bones with the rest of
your food scraps.
CSWD has an abundance of information on their website including answers to questions, ways to reduce waste and how
to compost to name a few. Please go to https://cswd.net/scrapfoodwaste/ or call 872-8111 to get more information.

SEASONAL COMPOSTING TIPS: SUMMER
•
•
•

Break up material (both food scraps and browns) into small pieces. This allows for decomposition to happen
quickly, meaning you’ll have usable compost faster!
Water your compost! If compost is dry, it stops generating heat. Keeping compost moist will help things
decompose quickly.
Dry grass and eggshells make a great addition to your pile. For best decomposition, your pile should be 1/4th
browns and 3/4ths other items such as food scraps, coffee grounds, and green lawn clippings.

How to make compost fast: https://thisismygarden.com/2018/07/summer-compost-pile/

STAY UP TO DATE WITH OUR HAULER
Myers has now set up a Facebook page for Westford specific trash & recycling communications! You can find it here:
https://www.facebook.com/Town-of-Westford-Waste-104918838111423

WESTFORD SUMMER CONCERTS - 2021
We are happy to announce our Westford Summer Concerts series line up for 2021! We have a great season coming up.
All shows are scheduled for July and August and are all on Sunday evenings starting from 7 – 8 pm for the main musical
performance. We have also been able to confirm that food trucks will also be setting up starting at 6 pm so your evening
can be extended to include dinner on the Common as well. So come early, stay late, and bring the family for a real
summertime outdoorsy treat.
We were extremely lucky last year in that we did not get any rain cancellations. In a usual year, if rain seems pending,
we will just move the show inside the Red Brick Meeting House; however, Covid restrictions have made that option
unavailable, and we have to assume that the same conditions may apply this season as well. With that in mind, (2) rain
dates have been built into the schedule. If a headline band gets rained out, they will perform at one of the remaining
rain dates. If the rain dates do not need to be exercised for the headliners, then local fill-in bands are willing to take
those dates at short notice, but we don’t know who that will be ahead of time. So, we will have concerts every Sunday
night in July and August (except July 4th) unless it rains on a Sunday evening.
As like last year, we are asking all participants to adhere to Covid protocols that are in effect for each date. We would
assume that would entail social distancing practices for all attendees that are not from the same household and wearing
of masks whenever not able to maintain proper social distances from others. BYO chairs, blankets, picnic baskets,
beverages, etc. for those not purchasing from vendors.
We ask everyone to clean up any trash and use the standard hiker’s policy of “carry in, carry out”. There are (2 sets of
trash cans and recycle barrels at the Common, so please seek them out and use them. No cars should be parked on the
Common directly, but cars can be parked on the side of the roads that ring the Common, preferably on the south side
dirt road, or use the designated parking areas at east and west ends of the Common. Please be courteous and leave
spaces available at the west end area so that patrons of the Westford Country Store that are not attending the concert
can get in and out for store purchases.
Please note the following updated band listings:

August 1 – RAIN DATE
This rain date may be used for a special concert still in the works if unused. Things are still in the formative
stages but check next month’s newsletter for exciting update.

August 8 – Mr. Chris and Friends
VT PBS award winning TV music series for the younger audience is coming to Westford. Think a Vermont Mr.
Rogers that lives on a Vermont farm and sings about it. New second series of shows just released. Check out
https://www.musicforsprouts.com for sample tunes and more.

August 15 – VT Bluegrass Pioneers
The Starline Rhythm Boys are sidelined for this season, so we are bringing one of Danny Coane’s other steller
projects to town. This is the real deal for bluegrass at it’s classic best. With Banjo Dan Lindner, Matt Flinner
(mandolin), and Sam Blagden (bass) backing, this is as solid a traditional bluegrass outfit you could find in
Vermont. Remember the days of fiddle and banjo contests once again. For more info check out
http://www.skyblueboys.com/pioneers and http://www.mattflinner.com

August 22 – Erin Harpe Country Blues Duo
Award winning Boston based blues diva and rocker puts aside her electric axe for some back country, back
porch acoustic style of finger picking delightfulness. Back by partner Jim Countryman on acoustic bass, you can
sip some southern comfort and spend an hour on the Mississippi delta. For more info check out:
https://www.erinharpe.com

August 29 – RAIN DATE

News from the
Westford Historical
Society
As reported last month, our efforts to build a replica of the old blacksmith shop are continuing. The permit
process is nearly complete and our building lot at 10 Common Road has been cleared of much of the brush
thanks to a small, but industrious, work crew.
We would also like to thank Patrick and Crew from Heritage Tree Care of Rt. 128 in Essex for donating their
expertise on trimming the large trees. Their help is greatly appreciated.
We’re planning the “groundbreaking” for August 7th 1-2pm. We plan to have pictures of the original
blacksmith shop (the shop of ‘R.G .Grow Shoeing and Jobbing’) and sketches of the new building for all to
view in the gazebo. There may even be refreshments!
The Westford Historical Society has the funds to erect the building but there will be many more expenses
to get it “up and running” and to maintain it. This building has been a project that we’ve worked on for a
long time and it’s exciting to see it finally materialize! So, to that end, we will be looking to fundraise in our
community and beyond. We are a 501c3 organization, so donations are tax deductible.
We welcome new members! You don’t have to be a long-time resident of Westford – if you have an
interest in the history of our town, please join us. We meet on the third Monday of the month at 6:30 at
the Brick Meeting House. For further information or sending a donation: P.O. Box 21, Westford, VT 05494
or contact Caroline Brown at 802-878-8890

The Town of Westford will be hosting Summer Farmers’ Markets from 4:30-7:30pm on July 18th and
August 15th.
The markets will take place before the Sunday Concert Series on the Town Common. If you are
interested in participating as a vendor at one or all of the scheduled markets, please use the following
link to complete the application. Once submitted, a coordinator will be in contact with you directly with
more information. Link to Vendor Application: https://forms.gle/ssuv1V2LHo75fbNA7. Or please reach
out to Peter Jenkins directly to receive a vendor application - Email: peter.jenkins341@gmail.com OR
call: 802-735-4551

PLANNING COMMISSION NEWS
The Westford Planning Commission hopes that all Westford residents are enjoying the summer and finding an
opportunity to experience some of what Westford has to offer. If you participate in events in town or use any of the
many amenities available to us, you may not realize how those events came to be or who maintains and repairs our
community facilities. The Planning Commission would like to extend its sincere gratitude to all of our neighbors who
volunteer to make Westford a wonderful community in which to live, work and play. In no particular order, and without
meaning to leave anyone off the list, we would like to thank:
Michael Kirick, for single handedly organizing and producing live music on the Common every Sunday evening during
July and August;
The Common Committee, for maintaining the Common in good repair and making it the jewel of our village and so
inviting to use;
The Conservation Commission, for maintaining and clearing our lovely town and school trail system and for creating fun
events for young walkers and hikers (like the passport);
The Mutual Aid Society, for providing much needed help and assistance to our neighbors in times of crisis and when they
unable to provide for themselves;
The Westford Food Shelf, for helping to reduce food insecurity within our community through its regular, no questions
asked, distribution of food to those in need;
The Board of the Westford Common Hall, (which also oversees the Brick Meeting House) for providing meeting spaces
for civic events and for repurposing a beautiful old building;
The Recreation Committee, not only for the traditional 4th of July celebration, but also for organizing and running many
different physically challenging, fun and crafty events for young and old(er) alike;
Our librarian, Bree Drapa and the Library Trustees for providing learning opportunities and activities for young and
old(er) and for maintaining a quiet space for when a quiet space is needed;
And all the volunteers who serve in various civic functions such as dog warden, health officer, fire warden etc., and
those who serve on various committees and contribute their precious time and experience to help make Westford such
a great community:
THANK YOU!

WESTFORD PLANNING COMMISSION

From the
Westford Common Hall
The Westford Common Hall (WCH) is making progress towards the vision of becoming a landmark assembly
space committed to growing community spirit.
We hope you were able to enjoy the Artisan POP-UP event this past weekend. It was exciting to have local
artisans filling the sanctuary. The POP-UP Shop is continuing August 28, from 11AM - 3PM. If you would like to
be a vendor, please contact Jenny Hughes http://moxiemamahughes@gmail.com
WCH is open for other events as well. We now have mounted casters on all of the pews so that they can be
rolled into a variety of seating configurations, thanks to the handiwork of Rich Staab. This will allow us to
accommodate a variety of activities. The Music Series will be starting again soon. if you have an idea for an
event or if you’re interested in holding a life celebration, contact us at info@westfordcommonhall.org
We continue to reimagine the many potential uses of the space. An energy ‘trifecta’ of weatherization, heat
pump, and solar array is the plan to replace the old oil burning furnace which is in demise. Grant writing and
other fund-raising efforts will continue for this effort along with the need for exterior painting, window
restoration and some creative solutions we have for ADA accessibility. Efforts to clean out the second floor are
beginning and with WIFI coming soon, the WCH will entertain rental of that space for business or studio work.
Contact us if you have ideas for use of this space. We look forward to hearing from you!

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE YOUR COMMUNITY!
The Selectboard is seeking town residents interested in serving as Westford’s representative on the following:
Chittenden County Regional Planning Commissioner Alternate Representative
The Chittenden County Regional Planning Commission was founded in 1966 to promote the mutual cooperation of
its 19 member municipalities and to facilitate the appropriate development and preservation of the physical and
human resources in Chittenden County.
CCRPC is composed of 19 municipal commissioners and five at-large commissioners (representing Agriculture,
Conservation/Environment, Socio-Economic/Housing, and Transportation). The legislative body of each of
Chittenden County’s municipalities selects its own commissioner and alternate commissioner. The Full Commission
selects the five at-large representatives. Each commissioner has one vote.
CCRPC’s regular monthly meeting is on the third Wednesday of the month at 6:00pm in the Main Conference Room.
These meetings are open to the public.
For more information go to https://www.ccrpcvt.org/about-us/commission/commissioners-alternates/.
CCRPC Clean Water Advisory Committee (CWAC)
The Clean Water Advisory Committee (CWAC) oversees the Chittenden County Regional Planning Commission
activities and policy development regarding but not limited to, the Vermont Lake Champlain Total Maximum Daily
Load (TMDL) Plan and its related plans and programs. The Committee typically meets the first Tuesday of the
month. To view minutes, agendas and other documents, please go to https://www.ccrpcvt.org/aboutus/committees/clean-water-advisory-committee/. For more information contact Dan Albrecht, CCPRC Senior
Planner, at dalbrecht@ccrpcvt.org or 846-4490.
Please contact the Town Office at 878-4587 or townclerk@westfordvt.us if you are interested in being appointed to
one of these positions.

Westford Trails
Passport Program
2021
The Westford Public Library, in partnership with the Westford Conservation
Commission brings you a New, Fun and Exciting way to enjoy
our town trails this summer and fall.
And a bonus --- there are prizes!
IT’S EASY
Pick up your Passport at the Library, Town Office or Country Market. Hike any of the 14 featured trails
collecting stamps as you go. With 8 or more stamps, you can redeem your Passport at the library and receive a
Westford themed canvas bag as your prize! You can also keep your Passport as a souvenir of your adventures
on the Westford Trails.
MONTHLY RAFFLE FOR A GIFT CARD PRIZE
Depending on the month when you redeem your Passport, you will also be entered in a drawing for a $50 gift
card to a local business. The more stamps you collect, the more chances you will earn in the raffle drawings.
(See the Passport for additional details.)
July

Redeem by 7/31 for chances to win a $50 gift card to the Westford Country Market & Café
August
Redeem by 9/7 for chances to win a $50 gift card to Steeple Market
September Redeem by 10/2 for chances to win a $50 gift card to Sweet Clover Market
Lots of folks have already started the challenge.
Several people have already redeemed their Passports with all 14 stamps!
But it’s not too late for you, your friends & family to join in.
You can start anytime all summer and into the fall.
This is open to everyone, kids and adults, the whole family is welcome to participate.
Check out the library’s facebook page for more information and updates.
LET’S GET HIKING!

WESTSTOCK - COMING JULY 31
We are happy to announce a special fundraising concert event to benefit improvements to the Red Brick
Meeting House. This will be a special night of music from 6-9 pm, maybe a little longer, taking place at the
gazebo at the Westford Common, just like a typical Sunday night concert. The idea was conceived from the
great response we have been getting from the Red Brick Coffee House, especially since moving outdoors
during the Covid restrictions given to indoor events. Many talented Westford folk have been attending these
open mics over the last few years and we’d like to take the opportunity to share this talent with the greater
public as well. This special “all-star” rendition of the coffee house will feature a “house” band with numerous
special guest artists coming up on stage to lend a hand at some great down home home-made live music.
Think of this as Westford’s version of The Last Waltz, which was the last official concert The Band did and
made a movie to record the event. Only this time we are celebrating the last of the restrictions for music
events due to Covid-19. We are calling it Weststock.
The Red Brick Meeting House has been the home of the Westford Red Brick Coffee House, which has been
running for the last 5 years. This gem of a building and now a heritage of Westford public spaces needs some
TLC and basic maintenance to keep it sound and operating for the future. This last year has restricted
operations at the building, preventing typical streams of income for maintenance (and even just basic heat
and electricity). We are hoping this event can raise some needed funds and give the town a great night of
entertainment as well. We expect to have many styles of music to present, from classical guitar and singer
songwriter, to blues, country, and rock oriented presentations. There should be something for everyone to
like. Some of the projects we’d like to get going at the building are refinishing the floor, adding a sound
system, some exterior painting, and restoring a back porch that the building used to have at the door leading
to the kitchen area, but was removed years ago for whatever reason.
We are asking for donations for this event, though it will be freely presented in the format of the Sunday night
shows, only on a Saturday night. Some sort of funding site will be set up shortly for people to buy “tickets” on
line in advance (or even during the show now that there is WiFi available at the Common). A tip bucket will be
also present for any last minute contributions. There will also be a sale of many of the old wooden seats that
were used at the building but have been put aside and replaced by the folding chairs and racking system now
in place. You can own a piece of history and help our cause at the same time. Chairs will be available for sale
starting right after the July 4th parade and at this event.
Look for more information to come via Front Porch Forum or posted at the bulletin boards at the Library and
Town Office. Thank you all in advance for supporting this event. It should be fantastic.

Subscribe to the Town Newsletter
If you would like to receive a copy of the Town Newsletter by email, send an email to townclerk@westfordvt.us
with your name (required), email address (required) and address (optional). To view current and past newsletters
visit: https://westfordvt.us/documents/newsletters/ If you do not have access to the Internet or have a
computer, you can call the Town Office at 878-4587 to request being added to the mailing list.

