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The White Birch is used to make traditional items such as spears, bows and
arrows, showshoes, and sleds. The sap can be boiled to a birch syrup and the bark
can be used as a waterproof barrier making it ideal in canoes and containers.

Westford Town Office
1713 Vermont Route 128 - Westford, Vermont 05494
Phone: (802)878-4587 Fax: (802)879-6503
https://westfordvt.us/

TOWN OFFICE NOTES
Senior Luncheon
September is here which brings cooler days, the changing of leaves and the return of Senior Luncheon! Please join us on
Monday September 12th at the Red Brick Meeting house for a potluck meal. Doors open at 11:30am with meal served at
12 noon. We encourage folks 55+ to come converse with friends and neighbors and share a home cooked meal. Please
feel free to reach out if you have any questions.
We would like to thank Carol Howrigan for her years at the helm of this group as well as the slew of volunteers who
make this lunch so enjoyable. We look forward to getting to know you all!
Cori Hill (802-878-7415) and Mary Fay (802-373-6347) Co-Presidents
Dog Licenses
Dog Licenses were due on April 1st. If you have not yet licensed your dog please do so as soon as possible (Dog licenses
obtained after April 1st are subject to a late fee). Licensing your dog is Vermont Law AND helps the town be able to
return your dog more quickly to you if they ever get out or lost.
A current rabies certificate is required. If you are unsure if the current certificate is on file, please call the Town Office. If
you no longer have your dog or your dog has passed away, please let us know. For your convenience you may mail or
drop off the fee and rabies certificate along with a self-addressed stamped envelope and your license will be mailed to
you.

Newsletter Deadline
The deadline for the October Newsletter is 12:00 noon on Monday, September 26th.

TOWN OFFICE HOURS
The office is open:
• Monday-Thursday, 8:30am-4pm
• Friday, 8:30am-1pm
The office is CLOSED:
• September 5 – Labor Day
Mask wearing is not required but can be worn by choice based on your personal circumstances. Thank You!

FALL ROADS
What you need to know about fall road conditions
•
•

Tourists: watch for tourists “leaf peeping”. They may be driving slowly or be in need of directions.
High Winds: can damage trees which then may block roads. Come across a tree blocking the road? Give the
town office a call!

Reminders:
•

Several hunting seasons occur during fall. Watch for vehicles parked on the side of roads. Pedestrians and
pets should wear orange/yellow reflective clothing.

A NOTE ABOUT THE COMMON
The Westford Common Committee wants to remind residents that any major use of the Common or gazebo requires an
application. This does not apply to small gatherings like friends meeting for coffee or a couple folks having a picnic. This
policy has been implemented to avoid conflicts since the Common and gazebo are being utilized more. We ask all town
organizations to also follow this procedure so the calendar will reflect all activities.
Here is a link to the application: https://westfordvt.us/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Westford-Common-UseApplication-Policy.pdf
If you have any questions, please call the Town Office for assistance: 802-878-4587

WESTFORD MUSIC SERIES
PRESENTS

The MICHELE FAY BAND
COMPELLING & CAPTIVATING
-free will donation-

4 - 5 pm: Westford Common Hall
Sunday: September 18th, 2022
Featuring original and Americana music, Michele’s heartfelt lyrics are woven
seamlessly together as she delivers songs with a clear authentic voice. Her
“crack backing band” is a perfect match for her talent as a singer-songwriter
and their repertoire provides an energetic and unpretentious appeal to a wide
range of audiences.
Kalev Freeman on fiddle, Tim price on both mandolin and guitar with Michael
Santosusso on upright bass provide tenor harmonies while driving a dynamic
beat to Michele’s smooth and entrancing voice

Concert open to the public. Call Mike Kirick, 802-363-0930, for more Information

TRASH, RECYCLING & FOOD SCRAPS IN WESTFORD
Can I Recycle That?
Did you know that you are not supposed to put your recycling in plastic bags of any kind? The only exception to this is
shredded office paper, which is accepted only if it’s in a CLEAR BAG that’s tightly closed.
Here are some other items that do NOT belong in your recycling bin:
• Dirty containers
• Plastic wrap
• Durable plastic (e.g., Tupperware, laundry bins, etc.)
• Styrofoam
• Motor oil or hazardous waste containers
For more information on the proper way to recycle, please visit https://cswd.net/recycling/. There is even an interesting
video of a tour of the Materials Recovery Facility (MRF) where your recycling goes to be sorted.

Food Scraps (Effective July 1, 2020, per Act 148, food scraps are banned from landfills.)
What are food scraps?
Food scraps are parts of food that are typically discarded rather than eaten: peels, rinds, cores, eggshells, seeds, pits,
bones, shells, coffee grounds and filters, loose-leaf tea, and fats/oils/grease. Food scraps is also food that was eaten but
not finished: “plate scraps” or leftovers that went bad. Any type of food can become food scraps including bread, pasta,
soup, vegetables, fruit, sauces, meat, fish, dairy, sweets, etc.
What should I do with meat and bones?
If you compost in your yard, the law allows you to put meat and bones in the trash, so they don’t attract animals to your
composting bin. If you chose to bring food scraps to a drop-off center, you can include meat and bones with the rest of
your food scraps.
CSWD has an abundance of information on their website including answers to questions, ways to reduce waste and how
to compost to name a few. Please go to https://cswd.net/scrapfoodwaste/ or call 872-8111 to get more information.

SEASONAL COMPOSTING TIPS: FALL
•
•
•
•

Leaves and grass clippings are valuable compost materials because they are carbon rich. Add them in small
batches to avoid matting (too many leaves clump together and slow down the compost process)
Cover your pile or use an enclosed composter to keep things moist but not sodden. This will also deter pests like
bears, raccoons, and mice.
Other items that can go in your compost this time of year include wood ash and the skeletons of annual flowers
& plants. Break down large-bodied plants like tomatoes and broccoli before adding them to your pile.
Store compost material like leaves & grass in a burlap sack near your pile for adding with food scraps.

How to make compost fast: https://thisismygarden.com/2018/07/summer-compost-pile/

STAY UP TO DATE WITH OUR HAULER
Myers has now set up a Facebook page for Westford specific trash & recycling communications! You can find it here:
https://www.facebook.com/Town-of-Westford-Waste-104918838111423).

PLANNING COMMISSION NEWS
1705 VT Route 128 Update
As some residents may have noticed, a for sale sign has gone up at the 1705 VT Route 128 property. As the Planning
Commission has explained previously, the 1705 project had many significant hurdles to overcome before it could move
towards final planning and design. One of those hurdles was the current owner of the property and the Vermont River
Conservancy (VRC) and the Vermont Housing Conservation Board (VHCB) reaching agreement on the terms of a
purchase contract. Unfortunately, after significant good faith effort, those parties have not been able to come to
mutually agreeable terms. The owner has decided to list the property for sale. The parties are free to continue
discussing the terms of a potential sale to VRC, if they choose. If VRC does not purchase the property, then it is unlikely
the Town will be able to acquire a parcel of this land for future Town Office expansion.
The PC would like to extend its deepest appreciation to the property owners for their patience and cooperation during
the past 3 years while we worked to see if a collaboration with VRC and VHCB was viable. The PC would also like to
thank the community for its questions and comments concerning this potential opportunity for the Town. We
appreciate the community involvement.

Wastewater Update
After a longer than anticipated delay, the Planning Commission is resuming its public outreach for the proposed
community wastewater system and is planning for a bond vote in 2023. We are hopeful that we can have that vote at
Town Meeting 2023. As we explained earlier this spring, the civil engineering firm leading the proposed system’s
preliminary design and permitting work for over two years was forced to cease operations due to staffing issues. This
resulted in a delay as the Town worked to find a qualified engineering firm to fill the void. We are happy to report that
Stone Environmental (stone-env.com) will serve as the Town’s wastewater project engineers. The Town began its
relationship with Stone Environmental in 2008, when the Planning Commission commissioned its first wastewater study
for the Town Common area. We are happy to be moving forward again and look forward to providing updated
information to the community as it becomes available.
Our regularly scheduled meetings are generally held the 1st and 3rd Mondays of the month via Zoom, please join us.
For any planning related questions reach out to our Town Planner, Melissa Manka at planner@westfordvt.us.
Westford Planning CommissionGeorge Lamphere
Gordon Gebauer
Mark Letorney
Mo Reilly
Seth Jensen

WESTFORD CEMETERY REMINDERS
Artificial flowers, glass containers and items with wire are NOT allowed in any of the Westford
cemeteries. They will be subject to removal by cemetery officials. Also the planting of trees and shrubs is
NOT permitted. There are signs posted in each cemetery.
Thank you for your cooperation,
Westford Cemetery Commission

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE YOUR COMMUNITY
The Town of Westford has several volunteer opportunities to serve the community. To apply for one of the positions
below, please submit an application (https://westfordvt.us/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/APPLICATION-FORAPPOINTMENT.pdf) to townadmin@westfordvt.us or mail/drop off at the town office.

Chittenden County Regional Planning Commissioner Representative & Alt Representative
The CCRPC was founded in 1966 to promote the mutual cooperation of its 19 member municipalities and to facilitate the
appropriate development and preservation of the physical and human resources in Chittenden County.
CCRPC is composed of 19 municipal commissioners and five at-large commissioners (representing Agriculture,
Conservation/Environment, Socio-Economic/Housing, and Transportation). The legislative body of each of Chittenden
County's municipalities selects its own commissioner and alternate commissioner. The Full Commission selects the five
at-large representatives. Each commissioner has one vote.
CCRPC's regular monthly meeting is on the third Wednesday of the month at 6pm in the Main Conference Room. These
meetings are open to the public.
For more information go to https://www.ccrpcvt.org/about-us/commission/commissioners-alternates/.
CCRPC Clean Water Advisory Committee (CWAC)

The Clean Water Advisory Committee
The CWAC oversees the Chittenden County Regional Planning Commission activities and policy development regarding
but not limited to, the Vermont Lake Champlain Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) Plan and its related plans and
programs. The Committee typically meets the first Tuesday of the month. To view minutes, agendas, and other
documents, please go to https://www.ccrpcvt.org/about-us/committees/clean-water-advisory-committee/. For more
information contact Dan Albrecht, CCPRC Senior Planner, at dalbrecht@ccrpcvt.org or 846-4490.

CCRPC Lamoille Basin Water Quality Council
The responsibilities of a BWQC as outlined § 39-502 of the CWSP Rule are:
(a) The purpose of a BWQC is to establish policy and make decisions for the CWSP regarding the most significant water
quality impairments that exist in the basin and prioritizing the clean water projects that will address those impairments
based on the basin plan.
(b) When prioritizing clean water projects and prioritizing the most significant water quality impairments in the basin,
the BWQC shall consult with the basin plan and CWSP and utilize the Agency's project selection protocols.
(c) The BWQC shall participate in the basin planning process established in 10 V.S.A. § 1253(d).
Potential members should be:
• knowledgeable on clean water topics for the applicable basin
• Interested in prioritizing and selecting non-regulatory clean water projects for funding at quarterly BWQC meetings
• Interested in participating in the applicable Tactical Basin Planning process
Please contact the Town Office at 878-4587 or townadmin@westfordvt.us if you are interested in being appointed to
one of these positions.

Donate Your Used Eyeglasses and Hearing Aids for Recycling
The Jericho-Underhill Lions Club have placed collection boxes in the Westford Library & Westford Town Clerk’s Office.
The Collection Boxes are there for anyone that has used eyeglasses and used hearing aids that wishes to donate them
for recycling. All you need to do is deposit them in the boxes and the Jericho-Underhill Lion’s Club will take care of it
from there

You are cordially invited to attend a research based talk by Vermont's own Howard Coffin on Saturday, September 17th at
the Brick Meeting House from 1:30 to 3:00. This program, with support from the Westford Community Library Fund and
the Vermont Humanities Council, focuses on Vermont Women and the Civil War, detailing the hardships, successes and
contributions of Vermont Women. The program is free and open to the public—although donations are always greatly
appreciated! Howard is an engaging speaker and author of four books on the Civil War. It promises to be an interesting
and educational event. We hope you will mark your calendars and plan to attend.
Other projects are underway but will require more manpower and time including a presentation of Irene Allen's life and
work. We welcome new members. For further information contact Caroline Brown at
Carolinebrown802@myfairpoint.net or attend one of our monthly meetings on the third Monday of the month at 6:30 at
the new Historical Society Building on the Common or via ZOOM in colder months.
Our building will be open during the music events on the Common this summer and then will be open on Sunday,
September 11 and Sunday, October 9th from 2 to 4 or by appointment. The building is really taking shape with many
items being displayed. Once funds are raised to complete the upstairs, more items can be brought in from storage. Stop
in and see some of the treasures being displayed and learn more about our town's history. All are welcome.

First Aid and CPR Training With Fairfax Rescue
Summer and Fall 2022
Brought to you by Westford Mutual Aid with funding from the Westford Public Library Community Fund
Learn first aid and CPR skills from experienced trainers in an interactive, small group session! Prepare yourself to help
your neighbors and others in need.

Dates and Times (pick one):
Saturday, September 17, 1-6 p.m.
Sunday, October 16, 1-6 p.m.
Saturday, November 12, 1-6 p.m.
All sessions will be held at Fairfax Rescue. Each session has the same content ad covers CPR, first aid, and AED use.
To sign up for a session, please contact Carol Winfield at carol@vtwildlife.com

Westford
Passport Program
2022
The Westford Public Library, in partnership with the Westford Conservation
Commission brings back a Fun and Exciting way to enjoy
our town trails and town common this summer and fall.
And a BONUS --- there are prizes!
IT’S EASY
Pick up your Passport at the Library, or Town Office.
Then, collect stamps by hiking one of the 10 trails or visiting one of the 5 town landmarks, buildings, or
events on the town common. With 8 or more stamps, you can redeem your Passport at the library and
receive a Westford themed canvas bag as your prize!
You can also keep your Passport as a souvenir of your adventures in Westford.
TIPS for 2022 NEW FEATURES
To obtain stamps from the Red Brick Meeting House, Westford Common Hall or the Westford Historical
Society, you will need to attend a program there or visit when they are open for a published event, tours
or open houses. Keep an eye on Front Porch Forum or Facebook pages for announcements of events,
dates & times when they will be open. Also, when you visit the Covered Bridge please park at the town
office, park and ride or on weekends – the town garage, then walk to the bridge – there is not really
parking at the bridge.
MONTHLY RAFFLE FOR A GIFT CARD PRIZE – JULY DEADLINE is 7/30!!!
Depending on the month when you redeem your Passport, you will also be entered in a drawing for a $50
gift card to a local business. The more stamps you collect, the more chances you will earn in the raffle
drawings. (See the Passport for additional details.)
July Redeem by 7/30 for chances to win a $50 gift card to the Butcher Barn
August Redeem by 9/3 for chances to win a $50 gift card to Steeple Market
September Redeem by 10/1 for chances to win a $50 gift card to Sweet Clover Market
October Redeem by 10/29 for chances to win a $50 gift card to the Westford Country Market & Café

You can start anytime all summer and into the fall.
This is open to everyone, kids and adults, the whole family is welcome to participate.
Check out the library’s Facebook page for more information and updates.

RECREATION PROGRAMS & EVENTS

REGISTRATION FORM HERE
https://westfordvt.us/recreation/

SCHOOL NEWSLETTER JULY 2022
Greetings,
I can’t wait to greet students on Wednesday, August 31 for the first day of the 2022/23 school year. We begin with an
outstanding faculty and staff, as well as several new hires, including primary and middle school teachers, para educators,
speech and language pathologist, and SEL and instructional coaches. We will continue to work collaboratively to meet
the needs of all students. Please help me welcome a few new faces.

Rebecca Shute

Mariah Burke

Emily Burgess

5/6 Teacher

K/1Teacher

2nd Grade Teacher

Focus: Literacy

Jessica Ortiz-Martinez
K-8 Social Emotional Learning (SEL)
Hilary Kissel

Liz Smith

Instructional Coach

Speech and Language Pathologist

& Behavior Coach

We begin this year focused on the academic and developmental needs of our students. We are committed to providing
a healthy and academically rich environment. You can expect that we will begin the school year teaching the routines
and expectations necessary for students to flourish in a workshop-centered learning environment. That means we will
focus teacher-talk on rigorous essential academic standards and integrate the teaching of our social and emotional
learning standards, giving students time each day to independently practice skills and reflect on their learning and goals.
Students will read books that act as mirrors that reflect aspects of self and books that act as windows to show the larger
world around them. They will have access to tools specific to their needs. We promote "just right" books and books that
are of high interest to individual students so that students can apply their learning and build confidence as they grow
their stamina and abilities. We know that independence, confidence, interest, and engagement are key components in
students meeting their goals and appreciate the many opportunities to partner with families to best support each
student.

You may be interested in knowing that we use high quality instructional materials for all students, such as the Bridges
Math Program & Lucy Calkins’ Units of Study in reading and writing, as well as Fundations at early grades and within a
balanced literacy approach. We will be incorporating updated core curriculum materials in the areas of math
intervention, health, and social studies.
As we kick off the first six weeks of school teaching routines and expectations, students will be engaged in developing
community commitments to our three school-wide expectations. We expect all students to be 1) Safe, 2) Kind, and 3)
Responsible. All teachers will teach students what it means to be safe, kind, and responsible in their classroom and
throughout the school environment. I am confident that our positive culture where students thrive both academically
and socially will continue to be a hallmark of our success.
Sincerely,
Marcie Lewis

Important Upcoming Dates:
Sign up for busing: Link
Orientation to the classroom
First student day
No School: Labor Day
Open House
Picture Day
No School: Family Conferences
No School: Indigenous People’s Day

Early August
Monday, August 29th
Wednesday, August 31st
Monday, September 5th
Tuesday, September 20th, 6:00-7:00 pm
Monday, October 17th
Friday, October 7th
Monday, October 10th

School Procedures:
School Hours: (Please note that we are back to an 8-3 pm)
8:00 am -3:00 pm except on Wednesdays. Students are dismissed at 2:00 pm on Wednesdays.
Students are expected to report to class at 8:00 am.
School Meals:
EWSD Child Nutrition Services provides nutritious meals that meet specific, high nutritional standards. Vegetarian
options are available along with the ability to meet other special dietary needs. We are thrilled to continue to provide
free breakfast and lunch to all students.
Bussing: 2022-2023 EWSD Essex Westford School District Bus Sign-Up
Jamie Smith is the EWSD transportation director. Busing is provided by Mountain Transit.
AM Plan & PM Bussing Plan (changes since the June communication)
● Three (3) routes will provide transportation for all K-8 students who wish to ride the bus. Busing does
not include PreK.
● Buses will arrive at 8:00 at the beginning of the school day.
● The length and times of routes will be determined by the number of stops. The transportation office will
send out routes and stop times in mid-August once they have all the family signup information and all
the possible drivers hired. I cannot stress enough how important it is that families fill out the
transportation survey so we can accurately plan routes so that all students who need it have bus
transportation.
○ 2022-2023 EWSD Essex Westford School District Bus Sign-Up

Westford School Class of 2022
Everyone at Westford School wishes the class of 2022
the best of luck as they begin high school next week.
Dominick Barrows
Lilly Barrows
Levi Chapman
Hudson Cunningham
Malx Eckman
Erin Wilder

Finn Haller
Sylvia Kane
Karissa Lowe
Elliot Medick
Samuel Melville

Leah Miller
Carson Oliver
Adaline Ploof
Finnian Reilly
Wesley Weinberg

SUBSCRIBE TO THE TOWN NEWSLETTER
If you would like to receive a copy of the Town Newsletter by email, send an email to townclerk@westfordvt.us with
your name (required), email address (required) and address (optional). To view current and past newsletters visit:
https://westfordvt.us/documents/newsletters/ If you do not have access to the Internet or have a computer, you
can call the Town Office at 878-4587 to request being added to the mailing list.

