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The Red Spruce is native to eastern North America. A common Christmas tree, the
Red Spruce is also an excellent tonewood and is often used to make guitars and
violins. The sap can be made into spruce gum and the twigs into spruce beer.
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1713 Vermont Route 128 - Westford, Vermont 05494
Phone: (802)878-4587 Fax: (802)879-6503
https://westfordvt.us/

TOWN OFFICE NOTES
Selectboard FY’24 Budget Workshops
The Selectboard will begin working on the FY’24 Budget in October, Upcoming workshops will be held on:
• 11/3
• 11/10
• 12/8
If needed, additional meetings will be held. The Board encourages residents to attend these meetings to provide
feedback to assists the Board in developing a budget to be voted on in March 2023
Property Tax Payment
Property taxes are due Tuesday November 15th. Payments will be considered timely if they are received by this date,
have a November 15th postmark (postal, FedEx or UPS), or are in the drop box located to the left of the town office door
before the office opens at 8:30 a.m. on Wednesday, November 16th.
Please note – if you pay your taxes using Bill Pay (generating a check online through your financial institution), make
sure you allow sufficient time for mailing. These envelopes do not bear a postmark therefore will be acknowledged by
the date received at the town office not by the date on the check.
Newsletter Deadline
The deadline for the December Newsletter is 12:00 noon on Monday, November 28th.

TOWN OFFICE HOURS
The office is open:
• Monday-Thursday, 8:30am-4pm
• Friday, 8:30am-1pm
The office is CLOSED:
• November 8 – Closed for General Election
• November 24 & 25 – Closed for Thanksgiving
Mask wearing is not required but can be worn by choice based on your personal circumstances. Thank You!

WINTER ROADS
What you need to know about winter road conditions
•
•
•
•

Plowing: begins when the snow has accumulated 2-3 inches. Each plow route takes the road crew about 4
hours to complete.
Sand: applied to all gravel roads. Some particles may be large enough to cause windshield damage. Use
caution and avoid following other vehicles closely.
Mailboxes: Westford does NOT repair or replace mailboxes damaged by the plow.
Plowing Across Town Roads: plowing snow from driveways across town roads is prohibited.
Read the full Winter Road Policy here: https://westfordvt.us/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Winter-Road-Policy.pdf

Reminders:
•

Each winter storm is different, roads may be icy and sand may be loose. Drive slow and know what your vehicle is
capable of.

•

Watch for walkers and wildlife. It will be more difficult to see pedestrians and recreational users of roads this time of
year due to snowbanks. Walkers, bikers and other users can do their part by wearing bright, reflective clothing.

•

Some VAST trails cross Westford Roads. Know where the trails are and watch for crossing snowmobiles. You can find a
list of VAST trails here: https://vtvast.org/trails.html

•

Several hunting seasons occur during early winter. Watch for vehicles parked on the side of roads for hunting access.
Pedestrians & pets should wear orange/yellow reflective clothing during hunting seasons to help ensure they are seen.
You can find a list of VT hunting seasons here: https://vtfishandwildlife.com/hunt/hunting-and-trapping-seasons

A NOTE ABOUT THE COMMON
The Westford Common Committee wants to remind residents that any major use of the Common or gazebo requires an
application. This does not apply to small gatherings like friends meeting for coffee or a couple folks having a picnic. This
policy has been implemented to avoid conflicts since the Common and gazebo are being utilized more. We ask all town
organizations to also follow this procedure so the calendar will reflect all activities.
Here is a link to the application: https://westfordvt.us/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Westford-Common-UseApplication-Policy.pdf
If you have any questions, please call the Town Office for assistance: 802-878-4587

WESTFORD MUSIC SERIES
Free Concerts at the Westford Common Hall
21 Brookside Road, Westford, VT
4pm – 5pm
•
•
•
•
•
•

November 13 – FREVO
December 18 – Heliand Consort
February 5 – Green Mountain Chorus
March 12 – Missisquoi River Band
April 16 – Buck Hollers
May 21 – Lewis Franco

WESTFORD CONSERVATION COMMISSION
Trail Maintenance Day Success: Thank You!
Thanks to everyone who came out for the trail maintenance day at Maple Shade. We had a really great turnout and got
a lot done. Maple Shade Town Forest, although very wet from all the recent rains, is pretty well cleaned up.
We hope folks get a chance to get out and enjoy the trails this fall!
The Westford Trail Guide is found at the bottom of the Town Resources section right on the front page of our town
website: https://westfordvt.us
Please respect private landowners whose property trails may run through. All users and their animals must stay within
trail right-of-way limits.
Dog Duty: Thank you!
Thanks to our dog duty volunteer, Mo Wilcox for her efforts at the baggy stations. We appreciate it very much. We’ve
also had two others reach out to volunteer in the future. Thanks, Westford volunteers!
Wet Trails
During the fall, various trails will be closed to prevent erosion from pedestrian traffic. Please adhere to trail closures
while we wait for things to dry out. We may not have enough signs to close all affected trails, so please use your best
judgment; if conditions are so muddy or deteriorated that you need to move off the trail to get around wet areas, it’s
time to turn back. It may be possible to walk on parts of a trail, but not all the way through.
“ Trails that are oversaturated are vulnerable to damage from soil compaction and erosion with every footstep. Soil
compaction degrades the quality of the trail by reducing its ability to absorb water, causing increased flooding later and
making it harder for vegetation to grow. Erosion then carries the soil away, leaving rocks and roots exposed.” – Green
Mountain Club
Active Hunting
Hunting is a permitted activity in the Maple Shade Town Forest from October 1 - December 15, 2022. All hunting activity
during these periods must follow state laws and season regulations.
Be aware that other trails in Westford run through or abut private property, where legal hunting may take place.
Take precautions: wear orange and leash dogs.
Visit https://vtfishandwildlife.com/hunt/hunting-and-trapping-seasons for more information.
And as always,
Please let us know if you see downed trees or other required maintenance to any of the trails.
Email westfordcc@googlegroups.com
Next Meeting
The Conservation Commission will not be meeting in November.
Enjoying the trails? Consider a donation to the Westford Conservation Commission to help our hard- working volunteers
purchase equipment, hire professionals, and sponsor events.
Westford Conservation Commission
1713 Vermont Route 128
Westford, VT 05494

TRASH, RECYCLING & FOOD SCRAPS IN WESTFORD
Can I Recycle That?
Did you know that you are not supposed to put your recycling in plastic bags of any kind? The only exception to this is
shredded office paper, which is accepted only if it’s in a CLEAR BAG that’s tightly closed.
Here are some other items that do NOT belong in your recycling bin:
• Dirty containers
• Plastic wrap
• Durable plastic (e.g., Tupperware, laundry bins, etc.)
• Styrofoam
• Motor oil or hazardous waste containers
For more information on the proper way to recycle, please visit https://cswd.net/recycling/. There is even an interesting
video of a tour of the Materials Recovery Facility (MRF) where your recycling goes to be sorted.

Food Scraps (Effective July 1, 2020, per Act 148, food scraps are banned from landfills.)
What are food scraps?
Food scraps are parts of food that are typically discarded rather than eaten: peels, rinds, cores, eggshells, seeds, pits,
bones, shells, coffee grounds and filters, loose-leaf tea, and fats/oils/grease. Food scraps is also food that was eaten but
not finished: “plate scraps” or leftovers that went bad. Any type of food can become food scraps including bread, pasta,
soup, vegetables, fruit, sauces, meat, fish, dairy, sweets, etc.
What should I do with meat and bones?
If you compost in your yard, the law allows you to put meat and bones in the trash, so they don’t attract animals to your
composting bin. If you chose to bring food scraps to a drop-off center, you can include meat and bones with the rest of
your food scraps.
CSWD has an abundance of information on their website including answers to questions, ways to reduce waste and how
to compost to name a few. Please go to https://cswd.net/scrapfoodwaste/ or call 872-8111 to get more information.

SEASONAL COMPOSTING TIPS: Early Winter
•
•
•
•

Leaves and grass clippings are valuable compost materials because they are carbon rich. Add them in small
batches to avoid matting (too many leaves clump together and slow down the compost process)
Cover your pile or use an enclosed composter to keep things moist but not sodden. This will also deter pests like
bears, raccoons, and mice.
Other items that can go in your compost this time of year include wood ash and the skeletons of annual flowers
& plants. Break down large-bodied plants like tomatoes and broccoli before adding them to your pile.
Store compost material like leaves & grass in a burlap sack near your pile for adding with food scraps.

How to make compost fast: https://thisismygarden.com/2018/07/summer-compost-pile/

STAY UP TO DATE WITH OUR HAULER
Myers has now set up a Facebook page for Westford specific trash & recycling communications! You can find it here:
https://www.facebook.com/Town-of-Westford-Waste-104918838111423).

MUNICIPAL JOB OPENINGS

FULL TIME ROAD CREW MEMBER
The Town of Westford is seeking qualified applicants for a full time Road Crew position with benefits. This position
involves skilled and unskilled labor tasks and the knowledge and operation of highway equipment for maintenance and
repair of town roads.
Requirements: valid Vermont CDL Class B license; good driving record; experience operating various highway
equipment; willingness to work long hours, especially during winter months; ability to maintain logs; participate in
random drug/alcohol testing; possess physical strength, agility, endurance, and mental ability to concentrate,
mechanical abilities and good communication skills. Must pass pre-employment physical exam and drug test. A full job
description can be viewed at https://westfordvt.us/administration/highway-department/.
For consideration, please submit resume, references and employment application (found at
https://westfordvt.us/administration/highway-department/) to: Town of Westford, Attn: Nanette Rogers, 1713 VT
Route 128, Westford, VT 05494.
For more information, contact Nanette Rogers (Town Administrator) at 802-878-4587 or townadmin@westfordvt.us.
Position open until filled. Westford is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

WESTFORD CEMETERY REMINDERS
Artificial flowers, glass containers and items with wire are NOT allowed in any of the Westford
cemeteries. They will be subject to removal by cemetery officials. Also the planting of trees and shrubs is
NOT permitted. There are signs posted in each cemetery.
Thank you for your cooperation,
Westford Cemetery Commission

Donate Your Used Eyeglasses and Hearing Aids for Recycling
The Jericho-Underhill Lions Club have placed collection boxes in the Westford Library & Westford Town Clerk’s Office.
The Collection Boxes are there for anyone that has used eyeglasses and used hearing aids that wishes to donate them
for recycling. All you need to do is deposit them in the boxes and the Jericho-Underhill Lion’s Club will take care of it
from there

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE YOUR COMMUNITY
The Town of Westford has several volunteer opportunities to serve the community. To apply for one of the positions
below, please submit an application (https://westfordvt.us/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/APPLICATION-FORAPPOINTMENT.pdf) to townadmin@westfordvt.us or mail/drop off at the town office.

Chittenden County Regional Planning Commissioner Representative & Alt Representative
The CCRPC was founded in 1966 to promote the mutual cooperation of its 19 member municipalities and to facilitate the
appropriate development and preservation of the physical and human resources in Chittenden County.
CCRPC is composed of 19 municipal commissioners and five at-large commissioners (representing Agriculture,
Conservation/Environment, Socio-Economic/Housing, and Transportation). The legislative body of each of Chittenden
County's municipalities selects its own commissioner and alternate commissioner. The Full Commission selects the five
at-large representatives. Each commissioner has one vote.
CCRPC's regular monthly meeting is on the third Wednesday of the month at 6pm in the Main Conference Room. These
meetings are open to the public.
For more information go to https://www.ccrpcvt.org/about-us/commission/commissioners-alternates/.
CCRPC Clean Water Advisory Committee (CWAC)

The Clean Water Advisory Committee
The CWAC oversees the Chittenden County Regional Planning Commission activities and policy development regarding
but not limited to, the Vermont Lake Champlain Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) Plan and its related plans and
programs. The Committee typically meets the first Tuesday of the month. To view minutes, agendas, and other
documents, please go to https://www.ccrpcvt.org/about-us/committees/clean-water-advisory-committee/. For more
information contact Dan Albrecht, CCPRC Senior Planner, at dalbrecht@ccrpcvt.org or 846-4490.

CCRPC Lamoille Basin Water Quality Council
The responsibilities of a BWQC as outlined § 39-502 of the CWSP Rule are:
(a) The purpose of a BWQC is to establish policy and make decisions for the CWSP regarding the most significant water
quality impairments that exist in the basin and prioritizing the clean water projects that will address those impairments
based on the basin plan.
(b) When prioritizing clean water projects and prioritizing the most significant water quality impairments in the basin,
the BWQC shall consult with the basin plan and CWSP and utilize the Agency's project selection protocols.
(c) The BWQC shall participate in the basin planning process established in 10 V.S.A. § 1253(d).
Potential members should be:
• knowledgeable on clean water topics for the applicable basin
• Interested in prioritizing and selecting non-regulatory clean water projects for funding at quarterly BWQC meetings
• Interested in participating in the applicable Tactical Basin Planning process
Please contact the Town Office at 878-4587 or townadmin@westfordvt.us if you are interested in being appointed to
one of these positions.

First Aid and CPR Training With Fairfax Rescue
Fall 2022
Brought to you by Westford Mutual Aid with funding from the Westford Public Library Community Fund
Learn first aid and CPR skills from experienced trainers in an interactive, small group session! Prepare yourself to help
your neighbors and others in need.

Dates and Times (pick one):
Saturday, November 12, 1-6 p.m.
All sessions will be held at Fairfax Rescue. Each session has the same content ad covers CPR, first aid, and AED use.
To sign up for a session, please contact Carol Winfield at carol@vtwildlife.com

WINTER WEAR SHARE
November 19 from 8:00 to 9:00
December 17 from 8:00 to 9:00

Westford Common Hall
(the White Church above the Common)

Free and Open to All!
Donations of coats, hats, gloves, mittens, boots for all ages in clean, serviceable condition to share with our
neighbors, can be dropped off at the following locations:
-Westford Town Office – bin on porch outside front door
-Westford Library – during regular business hours
-For pick up call 802-878-4449 and leave message, or Carol@vtwildlife.com
Please note this event will be the same day as the Westford Food Shelf but is not affiliated with the Food Shelf as they
cannot accept clothing. This is a one-time only annual event. Thank you for your support!

WESTFORD MUSIC SERIES
PRESENTS

FREVO
CLASSICAL CONTEMPORARY
-free will donation-

4 - 5 pm: Westford Common Hall
Sunday: November13th, 2022
One of the most popular performance groups at the Westford Music Series
returns. All four musicians are well known among Vermont’s premier
orchestras. As a quartet they offer an eclectic samplings of original
contemporary pieces and classical music in exciting arrangements.

Concert open to the public.
Call Mike Kirick, 802-363-0930, for more Information

SCHOOL NEWSLETTER JULY 2022
NEWS & FEATURED ACTIVITIES
Robotics in the news… Check out the article, FIRST Robotics Prepares to Extend Its Reach to More Vermont Students
featured in Seven Days. The Westford program and Westford students are featured. We are proud that so many of our
students participate and thank the many parent volunteers who make this possible for our students.
Thanks to the Westford Recreation Department for helping our 8th grade students in their presentation of The Haunted
Forest on the Westford School Trails Friday, October 28th from 7:30-9:00. This is a free event for the community and
recommended for kids 10 and up.

CURRICULUM & INSTRUCTION
Communication
We know that quality family-school communication is key to each child’s learning and we have set up a series of
opportunities to provide ongoing communication with parents about their student’s experiences throughout the year.
Below is a timeline of some of the key dates for the 2022/23 school year.
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

September
October
January
March
May
June
August

Open house and fall assessment window
Family conferences
Winter assessment window and progress reports
Family conferences
Spring assessment window
Final report cards and spring assessment reports sent home
State assessment results sent home grades 3-8.

SBAC is being replaced by Cognia
The Vermont Agency of Education announced this month that it has selected Cognia as Vermont’s new Statewide
Assessment. Cognia will develop and implement new statewide assessments for English Language Arts (ELA), Math and
Science, beginning in the spring of 2023. The tests developed by Cognia will replace the Smarter Balanced Assessment
and the Vermont Science Assessment. As we learn more about this assessment we will share with families our
assessment plan.
Technology Use
Based on current research, our professional experiences, and our unwavering commitment to learning and keeping your
children safe, we are asking students not to use their personal devices at school and to use their school device for school
work only. We have found great success in asking them to keep personal devices in their lockers and greatly appreciate
all the support families have given to this practice over the past few years. Here is a link to additional information
concerning personal and school device expectations and the research behind this practice.

SUBSCRIBE TO THE TOWN NEWSLETTER
If you would like to receive a copy of the Town Newsletter by email, send an email to townclerk@westfordvt.us
with your name (required), email address (required) and address (optional). To view current and past newsletters
visit: https://westfordvt.us/documents/newsletters/

