
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 TOWN OFFICE NOTES  
Property Tax Bills 
You should have received your 2023 property tax bill no later than July 15th.  Please contact the town office if you did not 
receive your tax bill by this date. 

The first of four installments is due Tuesday, August 15th.  Payments will be considered timely if they are received by this 
date, have an August 15th postmark (postal, FedEX, or UPS), or are in the drop box located to the left of the Town Office 
door before the office opens at 8:30am on Wednesday, August 16th.  If your taxes are escrowed, it is your responsibility 
to forward a copy of your tax bill to your mortgage company in a timely manner while retaining a copy for your 
records.  

Please note - If you pay your taxes using Bill Pay (generating a check online through your financial institution), make sure 
you allow sufficient time for mailing.  These envelopes do not bear a postmark therefore will be acknowledged by the 
date received at the Town Office not by the date on the check. 

In July, the State sent notification to homeowners explaining the Education Tax Credit.  If you are receiving a school tax 
adjustment, it will be reflected on your tax bill.  You should compare the letter with your tax bill.   

 
Dog Licenses 
Dog Licenses were due on April 1st. If you have not yet licensed your dog, please do so as soon as possible (Dog licenses 
obtained after April 1st are subject to a late fee). Licensing your dog is Vermont Law AND helps the town be able to 
return your dog more quickly to you if they ever get out or lost.  

A current rabies certificate is required. If you are unsure if the current certificate is on file, please call the Town Office. If 
you no longer have your dog or your dog has passed away, please let us know. For your convenience you may mail or 
drop off the fee and rabies certificate along with a self-addressed stamped envelope and your license will be mailed to 
you.  

Senior Luncheon 
Summer has arrived which means a 2 month hiatus from Senior Luncheon. We meet the 2nd Monday of the month 
starting back up on September 11th. We have scheduled a representative from Age Well who will come and inform us on 
all of the offerings they provide. It is a great resource! 
 
We would like to thank our long list of volunteers who make Senior Luncheon possible. They organize meals, set up & 
take down tables/chairs, cook, decorate, entertain, wash dishes and remove the garbage. We cannot thank you enough! 
Have a great summer and we’ll see you in September! 
 
Co- Presidents Mary Fay (802-878-1215 and Cori Hill (802-878-7415) 
 
 

Westford Town Office 
1713 Vermont Route 128 - Westford, Vermont 05494 

Phone: (802)878-4587 Fax: (802)879-6503 
https://westfordvt.us/ 

 

  WESTFORD NEWSLETTER 
August 2023 

 
 The Eastern Cottontail was introduced to Vermont in the 1800s. They live in valley 

farmlands and eat a variety of plants such as clover, grasses, and plant buds. They 
live in the same area their entire lives and have territories of about ten acres. 

https://westfordvt.us/


 
Newsletter Deadline 
The deadline for the September Newsletter is 12:00 noon on Monday, August 28th. 
 
 
 

The office is open: 

• Monday-Thursday, 8:30am-4pm 

• Friday, 8:30am-1pm 
Mask wearing is not required but can be worn by choice based on your personal circumstances. Thank You! 
 
 
 

SUMMER ROADS 
What you need to know about summer road conditions 

 
• Road Projects: many projects are being done on the roads at this time. Slow down and give crews space to work. 

• Dust: roads can become dusty in dry weather and potholes can appear in heavily traveled areas. Going the speed limit can 

reduce dusty and damaged roads. 

• Roadside Mowing: roadsides are mowed to increase visibility and keep invasive plants at bay. Mowing occurs 

twice a year: once in late spring/early summer and once later in summer. 

• Traffic Speeds: due to the hard-packed conditions of the roads this time of year, overall vehicle speeds can 

increase. Be aware of speed limits. 

• Repairs: roads are repaired as weather allows. Know that this takes time, especially if conditions are poor so it 

may take the road crew some time to get to your road. Highly traveled roads are prioritized. 

Reminders:  
• Watch for increased pedestrian traffic including walkers, bikers, horseback riders etc. Please slow down and  

give other road users lots of room as you pass. 
 

 
 
 

TOWN OFFICE HOURS 
 



MUNICIPAL JOB OPENINGS 
 

FULL TIME ROAD CREW MEMBER 
The Town of Westford is seeking qualified applicants for a full time Road Crew position with benefits. This position 
involves skilled and unskilled labor tasks and the knowledge and operation of highway equipment for maintenance and 
repair of town roads. 
 
Requirements: valid Vermont CDL Class B license; good driving record; experience operating various highway 
equipment; willingness to work long hours, especially during winter months; ability to maintain logs; participate in 
random drug/alcohol testing; possess physical strength, agility, endurance, and mental ability to concentrate, 
mechanical abilities and good communication skills. Must pass pre-employment physical exam and drug test. A full job 
description can be viewed at  https://westfordvt.us/administration/highway-department/. 
 
For consideration, please submit resume, references, and employment application (found at 

https://westfordvt.us/administration/highway-department/) to: Town of Westford, Attn: Nanette Rogers, 1713 VT 
Route 128, Westford, VT 05494. 
 
For more information, contact Nanette Rogers (Town Administrator) at 802-878-4587 or townadmin@westfordvt.us. 
Position open until filled. Westford is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 

 

LIBRARY TRUSTEES 
Westford Public Library - Openings for Two Library Trustees 
 
Be part of a dynamic team helping plan and shape the library for the future of Westford. Trustees review library policies 
to keep them relevant to the times and the community, are a voice for the library in the community, create an annual 
budget, and work closely with the Director to create and implement a strategic plan.  
 
Westford Public Library enjoys a great reputation in Westford and the Vermont library community. Help support our 
library and our wonderful director and staff by becoming a library trustee. Trustees must be Westford residents and at 
least 18 years off age. 
 
Interested in becoming a trustee? Send a brief letter of intent before August 8 to the Board of Trustees ℅ Bree Drapa, 
westfordpubliclibrary@gmail.com or drop off at the library. All candidates will be interviewed after that date. 
 
 
 

WESTFORD COMMON USE POLICY 
With spring upon us and summer not far behind, the Westford Common Committee wants to remind residents that any 
major use of the Common requires a written request. This does not apply to small gatherings like parents and kids 
having a picnic. This policy has been implemented to avoid conflicts since there is more use of the Common. An 
application is especially necessary if you plan to use the Gazebo and will guarantee you the exclusive use of the Gazebo. 
We ask all town organizations to also follow this procedure so the calendar will reflect all plans.  
 
Here is a link to the application: https://westfordvt.us/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Common-Use-Application-
Policy.pdf 
 
If you have any questions, please call the Town Office for assistance: 802-878-4587 
 
 
 

https://westfordvt.us/administration/highway-department/
https://westfordvt.us/administration/highway-department/
mailto:townadmin@westfordvt.us
https://westfordvt.us/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Common-Use-Application-Policy.pdf
https://westfordvt.us/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Common-Use-Application-Policy.pdf


 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

WESTFORD CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
BEE THE CHANGE – A pollinator garden space will be installed at the Westford school to create habitat for vital 

pollinators like bees and birds and butterflies. Students will be engaged in the installation and maintenance of the space 

and will be educated on species at risk and the crucial role pollinators play in our lives. Consider dedicating some of your 

own space as a pollinator habitat. Learn more at www.beethechange.earth  

   

FUNDING FOR LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION IN WESTFORD 

The headwaters of the Browns River have been identified by Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) as a source 

watershed protection area. The Winooski Natural Resource Conservation District (WNRCD) is interested in facilitating 

technical and financial assistance to farmers and forest landowners in these areas to implement best management 

practices on the land.  

 

Best management practices include those that promote soil health, reduce soil erosion and reduce nutrient runoff. 

These practices can be applied on any size land parcel, whether it be a working farm, working forest, or simply private 

property. 

 

Furthermore, if you are a landowner within the headwaters of the Browns River watershed you may be eligible to 

receive increased funding to implement conservation practices on your land!  

 

The Westford Conservation Commission has had some great conversations with the WNRCD and would be happy to 

assist in any way we can. This program will benefit the Browns River Watershed ecosystems and your drinking water!  

 

Please contact us, the WCC at westfordcc@googlegroups.com if you have questions about this program. You can also 

contact the WNRCD at info@winooskinrcd.org for more information on the full list of what practices are covered under 

this initiative and determine if you would be a good fit for this program. 

 

We hope you will consider getting involved! 

 

TRAILS: Please let us know if you see downed trees or other required maintenance to any of the trails.  We’re happy to 

go out and clean things up!   

DONATIONS!: The WCC is funded in part by donations. If you appreciate our efforts, and would like to help fund our 

work, please send a donation to: Westford Conservation Commission, 1713 Vt. Rte. 128, Westford, VT 05494.  Thank 

you! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.beethechange.earth/
mailto:westfordcc@googlegroups.com


 

                      TRASH, RECYCLING & FOOD SCRAPS IN WESTFORD 
 

Can I Recycle That? 

Did you know that you are not supposed to put your recycling in plastic bags of any kind? The only exception to this is 

shredded office paper, which is accepted only if it’s in a CLEAR BAG that’s tightly closed. 

Here are some other items that do NOT belong in your recycling bin: 

• Dirty containers 

• Plastic wrap 

• Durable plastic (e.g., Tupperware, laundry bins, etc.) 

• Styrofoam 

• Motor oil or hazardous waste containers 

For more information on the proper way to recycle, please visit https://cswd.net/recycling/.  There is even an interesting 

video of a tour of the Materials Recovery Facility (MRF) where your recycling goes to be sorted. 

 

Food Scraps (Effective July 1, 2020, per Act 148, food scraps are banned from landfills.)    

What are food scraps? 
Food scraps are parts of food that are typically discarded rather than eaten:  peels, rinds, cores, eggshells, seeds, pits, 
bones, shells, coffee grounds and filters, loose-leaf tea, and fats/oils/grease. Food scraps is also food that was eaten but 
not finished: “plate scraps” or leftovers that went bad.  Any type of food can become food scraps including bread, pasta, 
soup, vegetables, fruit, sauces, meat, fish, dairy, sweets, etc. 

What should I do with meat and bones? 
If you compost in your yard, the law allows you to put meat and bones in the trash, so they don’t attract animals to your 
composting bin. If you chose to bring food scraps to a drop-off center, you can include meat and bones with the rest of 
your food scraps. 
 
CSWD has an abundance of information on their website including answers to questions, ways to reduce waste and how 
to compost to name a few.  Please go to https://cswd.net/scrapfoodwaste/ or call 872-8111 to get more information.   

 

SEASONAL COMPOSTING TIPS: SUMMER 

• Break up material (both food scraps and browns) into small pieces. This allows for decomposition to happen 
quickly, meaning you’ll have usable compost faster! 

• Water your compost! If compost is dry it stops generating heat. Keeping compost moist will help things 
decompose quickly. 

• Dry grass and egg shells make great additions to your pile. For best decomposition your pile should be 1/4th 
browns and 3/4th other items such as food scraps, coffee grounds and green lawn clippings. 
 

How to make compost fast: https://thisismygarden.com/2018/07/summer-compost-pile/ 
 

STAY UP TO DATE WITH OUR HAULER 

Myers has now set up a Facebook page for Westford specific trash & recycling communications! You can find it here: 
https://www.facebook.com/Town-of-Westford-Waste-104918838111423). 

 

https://cswd.net/recycling/
https://cswd.net/scrapfoodwaste/
https://thisismygarden.com/2018/07/summer-compost-pile/
https://www.facebook.com/Town-of-Westford-Waste-104918838111423


 
 

 



 

 
 



 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 



 



 

 
  
 
 
  

 
 
 
 

 
News from the Westford Historical Society August 2023 

 
The casual observer may not have noticed the changes taking place around the Historical Society building on 
the Common, but things are happening.  For starters, we have a newly installed Security System.  We have a 

newly finished retaining wall behind the building and flower boxes grace the walkway. Plans are in the works to 
complete and install our WHS sign that will be affixed to the front of the building so the whole town (the whole 

world, actually) will know what the building houses. 
 

Efforts are being made to clean the building now that the major work on the second level is complete.  Once 
the cleaning is done we will start moving the remainder of our historical items from storage and work on 

displays. 
 

In the meantime, events are being scheduled.  As mentioned in the July Newsletter the talk/historical dig by 
Kurt Sherman takes place on Saturday, August 5th at the Brick Meeting House at 1:30 until about 3:00.  Be sure 

to check out the flier in this Newsletter for further details. 
 

And don't forget the Howard Coffin Talk entitled “1800 and Froze to Death” on September 9th at 1:30.  Very 
soon you will be seeing posters with further details around town. 

 
Then Christine Hadsel will present a program on painted theater curtains and highlight Westford's own curtain 
on Saturday, October 7th.  All three of these presentations are free and open to the public although donations 

are gladly accepted and appreciated. All take place at the Brick Meeting House which is handicapped 
accessible. 

 
Be sure to mark your calendars and come and learn more about Westford's history.  For further information 

please contact Caroline Brown at 802-878-8890 or Glenn Rogers at 802-878-4524. 

 
 

Donate Your Used Eyeglasses and Hearing Aids for Recycling 
The Jericho-Underhill Lions Club have placed collection boxes in the Westford Library & Westford Town Clerk’s Office. The Collection 
Boxes are there for anyone that has used eyeglasses and used hearing aids that wishes to donate them for recycling. All you need to 

do is deposit them in the boxes and the Jericho-Underhill Lion’s Club will take care of it from there. 

 
 
 
 
 



 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  WESTFORD SUMMER CONCERT LINE UP 2023 
This year there will be two sets of three concert Sundays in a row, with a break of one week between them. I 
am still looking for sponsors to help with funding, so if anyone would like to support any of the following acts, 
please contact me and you can get credit for helping out with this series. I will be making some poster designs 
for the series sometime soon. If anyone would like either a hard copy or a digital PDF file for your own use and 
distribution, please contact me at mpk802vt@gmail.com. All shows run from 6:30-9 pm. I am still hoping to 
line up food and or beverage vendors, too. Please forward contact info for anyone that may be able to provide 
this service.  Here’s what we’ve got on tap for 2023: 
 

August 6 – Paul Asbell: 
 Paul is well known around Vermont and has been a local A lister in the Burlington music scene 

for years. He will be doing a solo show of roots, Americana, and jazz treats. We are fortunate to 
have him contribute. 

August 13 – Mango Jam: 
 Back again from last year, we will be in for a treat of New Orleans inspired rhythm and mayhem 

for a summer evening of foot shaking frenzy. 
August 20 – Les Dead Ringers: 
 Another newly formed band by D. Davis, of Red Hot Juba, Larkspurs, and Cookies Hot Club 

renown.  
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

WESTFORD CEMETERY REMINDERS 

Artificial flowers, glass containers and items with wire are NOT allowed in any of the Westford 
cemeteries.  They will be subject to removal by cemetery officials.  Also, the planting of trees and shrubs 
is NOT permitted.  There are signs posted in each cemetery.   
 

Thank you for your cooperation, 
Westford Cemetery Commission 
 

mailto:mpk802vt@gmail.com


OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE YOUR COMMUNITY 
The Town of Westford has several volunteer opportunities to serve the community.  To apply for one of the positions 
below, please submit an application (APPLICATION FOR APPOINTMENT TO (westfordvt.us)  to 
townadmin@westfordvt.us or mail/drop off at the town office. 

The Clean Water Advisory Committee 
The CWAC oversees the Chittenden County Regional Planning Commission activities and policy development regarding 
but not limited to, the Vermont Lake Champlain Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) Plan and its related plans and 
programs.  The Committee typically meets the first Tuesday of the month.  To view minutes, agendas, and other 
documents, please go to Clean Water Advisory Committee - CCRPC (ccrpcvt.org).  For more information contact Dan 
Albrecht, CCPRC Senior Planner, at dalbrecht@ccrpcvt.org or 846-4490. 

CCRPC Lamoille Basin Water Quality Council 
The responsibilities of a BWQC as outlined § 39-502 of the CWSP Rule are: 
(a) The purpose of a BWQC is to establish policy and make decisions for the CWSP regarding the most significant water 
quality impairments that exist in the basin and prioritizing the clean water projects that will address those impairments 
based on the basin plan. 
(b) When prioritizing clean water projects and prioritizing the most significant water quality impairments in the basin, 
the BWQC shall consult with the basin plan and CWSP and utilize the Agency's project selection protocols. 
(c) The BWQC shall participate in the basin planning process established in 10 V.S.A. § 1253(d). 
Potential members should be: 
• knowledgeable on clean water topics for the applicable basin 
• Interested in prioritizing and selecting non-regulatory clean water projects for funding at quarterly BWQC meetings 
• Interested in participating in the applicable Tactical Basin Planning process 

Please contact the Town Office at 878-4587 or townadmin@westfordvt.us if you are interested in being appointed to 
one of these positions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://westfordvt.us/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/APPLICATION-FOR-APPOINTMENT.pdf
mailto:townadmin@westfordvt.us
https://www.ccrpcvt.org/about-us/committees/clean-water-advisory-committee/
mailto:dalbrecht@ccrpcvt.org
mailto:townadmin@westfordvt.us


 



 



 
 



 



 

School Hours 2023/24  
8:15-3:15 Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 
8:15-2:15 (Early Release Wednesdays) 

● Please note that we will provide supervision from 3:15-3:45 for all bus riders (Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and 
Friday) as the buses will arrive from EHS at 3:45 with high school students and transport all students K-12 from 
Westford at 3:45. All car riders must be picked up at 3:15 as we cannot safely manage additional dismissals such 
as a car rider being picked up at 3:45. The bus will arrive at 2:15 for early dismissal Wednesdays and all students 
will be dismissed at 2:15 on Wednesdays. 

 

Busing Update 
Mountain Transit will provide transportation for all K-12 grade students in the Essex Westford School District again this 
year.  We will run three K-12 bus routes. Students will load the bus in the afternoons at 3:45 PM in the front circle and 
unload in the mornings at 8:10 AM in the back parking lot to help with traffic. 
 
To run bus routes as efficiently as possible, adjust to staffing challenges, keep the length of routes reasonable, and 
provide consistent transportation for K-12 students, several changes needed to take place, including changes to both the 
start and end times of the school day and the grade span of students (K-12 not K-8) on the bus routes. 
 
Buses will arrive at 8:10 just before the beginning of the school day.  The length and times of routes will be determined 
by the number of stops. The transportation office will send out routes and stop times in mid-August once they have all 
the family signup information and all possible drivers hired.  I cannot stress enough how important it is that you fill out 
the transportation survey so we can accurately plan routes.  The EWSD Transportation Department will be sending out 
information about signing up for bus transportation at the end of July.   
 

After School Activities 

EJRP will continue to offer after-school care for students in grades K-5, and we have adjusted the school schedule and 
extended or adjusted the work day for some of our employees to provide appropriate supervision of bus riders from 
3:15-3:45 as we anticipate roughly 100 students with an extended school day.  If your child does not need to ride the 
bus, please pick your child up at the front circle and do not plan to arrive before 3:15.  After speaking with the State 
Police, we are not allowed to back up traffic on Brookside Road waiting for school dismissal and traffic is allowed to pass 
any parked car.  This isn’t safe, so I highly recommend that you arrive no earlier than 3:10.  We can run car dismissal in 
10 minutes and we cannot get all students out until 3:15 so arriving early doesn’t speed up dismissal time and there is 
no incentive to get in line early as it backs up traffic. 
 
Afterschool activities for middle school students in the fall include robotics, soccer, and band.  The soccer season will 
begin Aug 30 and run until Nov. 1 and basketball will begin November 27th.  Robotics will begin in September and end 
Mid-January.  Your child may sign up for athletics on the webpage (Westford Interscholastic & Intramural Athletics) and 
can sign up for robotics by contacting Mark Drapa.  It is unlikely that we will be able to provide transportation to away 
games this year due to bussing challenges.  However, we continue to work on van transportation options for students 
who wish to participate in co-op sports at Essex Middle School.  You can expect more specific information concerning 
game schedules and practice schedules in late August from Rich Staab, Athletic Director, and Mark Drapa Robotics 
Coach. 
 

 

 

https://www.essexjunction.org/departments/rec/licensed-childcare/rec-kids-afterschool-program
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfHe7jTnZ0aZfXALpDAYAHvAl1nxJ4LCCMHTXWSnzaRd55Uaw/viewform?usp=sf_link
http://madrapa@ewsd.org


Kindergarten Registration and Placement 
Please contact the main office if you need to register a child for kindergarten at Westford School for the 2023/24 year. 
Ms. Cassidy has reached out to all families of registered students and provided specific information such as a sample 
schedule, examples of student work, and important dates such as Kindergarten Orientation on Monday, August 28th 
when students will visit their new classroom.  
We will have one K classroom, one 1st grade classroom, one 2nd grade classroom, and one multi-age 1/2 classroom to 
best serve our students.  We hired Sarah Lothrop as our 1/2 teacher. Cassidy Shumway, Mariah Burke, and Emily 
Burgess return as our K-2 teachers.  
 

School Calendar & Upcoming Events 
 The first student day of the 2023/24 school year is Wednesday, August 30, and we are inviting families to classrooms to 
support smooth student transitions on Monday, August 28th.  The school calendar is available online and easily 
accessible on the school webpage @EWSD Calendar 2023-2024 - Family Version (Printable PDF) 

SUBSCRIBE TO THE TOWN NEWSLETTER 
If you would like to receive a copy of the Town Newsletter by email, send an email to townclerk@westfordvt.us with 
your name (required), email address (required) and address (optional).  To view current and past newsletters visit: 
 https://westfordvt.us/documents/newsletters/ 
 
 If you do not have access to the Internet or have a computer, you can call the Town Office at 878-4587 to request 
being added to the mailing list. 

 
 

https://5il.co/1wml9
mailto:townclerk@westfordvt.us
https://westfordvt.us/documents/newsletters/

