
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 TOWN OFFICE NOTES  
 
EWSD (School) Election Ballots 
Since the budget article failed for the EWSD Vote, there will be a revote on May 7th. The EWSD School Board chose to 
NOT send ballots to all registered voters. If you want a ballot mailed to you, you will need to request one, otherwise you 
may come to the polls on May 7th which are open from 7am-7pm.  
 
Dog Licenses 
Dog Licenses were Due on April 1st. If you have not yet licensed your dog, please do so as soon as possible. Dogs are 
legally required to be vaccinated for rabies and licensed in Vermont if they are over the age of four months. New dogs 
will not incur any late fees for registration, but those that have been licensed in the past will now be $14.00 for a 
spayed/neutered dog and $17.00 for an intact dog. 
 
Senior Luncheon 
Happy Spring! The roads are drying up, the daffodils are blooming, and your Westford Senior  volunteers are ready to 
cook up an Italian feast for you!  Any current or past Westford resident 55+ is encouraged to join us on Monday May 
13th at the RBMH for our next luncheon. Doors open at 11:30am for socializing and the meal will be served around 12 
noon.  
 
Following the meal, we have a speaker lined up to give us a fraud watch presentation.  This is information we can all 
benefit from! As always, feel free to reach out if you have any questions and if you’re feeling poorly, please pass on 
lunch so we can avoid spreading any illness.  
 

Co-presidents Mary Fay (802- 878-1215) & Cori Hill (802-238-1018) 
 
 
Newsletter Deadline 
The deadline for the June Newsletter is 12:00 noon on Monday, May 28th. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Westford Town Office 
1713 Vermont Route 128 - Westford, Vermont 05494 

Phone: (802)878-4587 Fax: (802)879-6503 
https://westfordvt.us/ 

 

WESTFORD NEWSLETTER 
May 2024 

 
The Morgan Horse is the Vermont State Animal. A versatile working animal, 

the Morgan was used for plowing, carting, calvary, and morel. Still bred at the 
UVM Morgan Horse Farm, they are popular as sport and companion animals.    

SUBSCRIBE TO THE TOWN NEWSLETTER 
If you would like to receive a copy of the Town Newsletter by email, send an email to townclerk@westfordvt.us with 
your name (required), email address (required) and address (optional).  To view current and past newsletters visit: 
 https://westfordvt.us/documents/newsletters/ 
 
 If you do not have access to the Internet or have a computer, you can call the Town Office at 878-4587 to request 
being added to the mailing list. 

 
 

https://westfordvt.us/
mailto:townclerk@westfordvt.us
https://westfordvt.us/documents/newsletters/


 
 
 

The office is open: 

• Monday-Thursday, 8:30am-4pm 

• Friday, 8:30am-1pm 
The Office is CLOSED:  

• May 7 – School Budget Election Revote 

• May 28 – Memorial Day 
 
 
 

 
 
The Wastewater Alternatives Committee (WAC) was established by the Selectboard to research potential 
wastewater sites other than the Maple Shade property.  The committee has 8 members and is moderated by Ron 
Rodjenski, Westford’s contracted Projects Manager.  The committee began meeting on February 20th and meets 
weekly on Tuesday afternoons.  The meetings can be accessed via Zoom and are recorded. 
 
The WAC’s work has proceeded along two tracks:   

• One is to identify properties that might be suitable for wastewater disposal that would serve: 
o a) just the municipal buildings (Town Office and Library)  
o or b) the municipal buildings and the civic buildings (Westford Common Hall and the Red Brick 

Meeting House)  
o or c) those two groups plus some of the residences around the Common.   

• The second track is to develop and fill in a matrix that describes what “attributes” each property has; soil 
capacity, ownership, cost to build a system and so on. 

A web page has been created where you can find a list of possible sites generated by the committee and by 
soliciting ideas from the community.  You can also find the “matrix” materials the committee continues to work 
on. In addition, you will find all the materials the committee has used and created including agendas, recordings, 
and minutes for all the meetings.  The webpage can be accessed here:  https://westfordvt.us/wastewater-
alternatives-study/  
 
To date the committee has prioritized 3 potential sites or types of sites and has been seeking permission to explore 
the sites further.   

• WAC received permission to explore soil capacity on the site of 1705 VT Route 128 (“Pigeon Property”), but 
work was not completed before the property went under contract. 

• WAC has secured preliminary permission to investigate soil capacity at the property of the Westford 
Common Hall. 

• WAC is seeking property owners in the Village Center vicinity who believe they have septic capacity on their 
land that they would be willing to investigate. 

The Selectboard now needs to decide what legal agreement(s) it would like to make for investigation of 
properties not owned by the town.  While this is happening, the committee will continue to refine the “matrix” 
documents and will work to further define the needed septic capacity for various buildings in the Town Center. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

TOWN OFFICE HOURS 
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MUD SEASON! 

What you need to know about spring road conditions. 
 

• Mud: appears on gravel roads as snow thaws. Reduce your driving speeds to ensure safety and to 

preserve road conditions. 

• Snow: a mix of precipitation can occur. Snow on top of muddy roads will become more slippery. 

• Potholes: WILL appear on gravel roads. They cannot be fixed in freezing temperatures. Do your part to 

help reduce potholes by driving slowly and avoiding areas in poor condition if you can. 

• Heavy Loads: do damage to thawing roads. Traveling on roads with heavy equipment may be 

prohibited at any time. 

• Repairs: roads are repaired as weather allows. Know that this takes time, it might take the road crew 

some time to get to your road. Highly traveled roads in poor condition are given priority.  
 

Reminders:  
• Watch for increased activity by wildlife including bears coming out of hibernation, wild turkey and young 

animals navigating roads for the first time. 

• Pedestrian & recreational use of roads will increase starting at this time of the year, slow and allow room for 
all road users. 

• Please keep pets and other animals under leash or vocal control when on or near roadways. 
 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE YOUR COMMUNITY 
The Town of Westford has several volunteer opportunities to serve the community.  To apply for one of the positions 
below, please submit an application (APPLICATION FOR APPOINTMENT TO (westfordvt.us)  to 
townadmin@westfordvt.us or mail/drop off at the town office. 

The Clean Water Advisory Committee 
The CWAC oversees the Chittenden County Regional Planning Commission activities and policy development regarding 
but not limited to, the Vermont Lake Champlain Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) Plan and its related plans and 
programs.  The Committee typically meets the first Tuesday of the month.  To view minutes, agendas, and other 
documents, please go to Clean Water Advisory Committee - CCRPC (ccrpcvt.org).  For more information contact Dan 
Albrecht, CCPRC Senior Planner, at dalbrecht@ccrpcvt.org or 846-4490. 

CCRPC Lamoille Basin Water Quality Council 
The responsibilities of a BWQC as outlined § 39-502 of the CWSP Rule are: 
(a) The purpose of a BWQC is to establish policy and make decisions for the CWSP regarding the most significant water 
d-quality impairments that exist in the basin and prioritizing the clean water projects that will address those 
impairments based on the basin plan. 
(b) When prioritizing clean water projects and prioritizing the most significant water quality impairments in the basin, 
the BWQC shall consult with the basin plan and CWSP and utilize the Agency's project selection protocols. 
(c) The BWQC shall participate in the basin planning process established in 10 V.S.A. § 1253(d). 
Potential members should be: 
• knowledgeable on clean water topics for the applicable basin 
• Interested in prioritizing and selecting non-regulatory clean water projects for funding at quarterly BWQC meetings 
• Interested in participating in the applicable Tactical Basin Planning process 

Please contact the Town Office at 878-4587 or townadmin@westfordvt.us if you are interested in being appointed to 
one of these positions. 

https://westfordvt.us/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/APPLICATION-FOR-APPOINTMENT.pdf
mailto:townadmin@westfordvt.us
https://www.ccrpcvt.org/about-us/committees/clean-water-advisory-committee/
mailto:dalbrecht@ccrpcvt.org
mailto:townadmin@westfordvt.us


MUNICIPAL JOB OPENINGS 
DOG WARDEN 

The Town of Westford is looking for someone who is interested in serving as Dog Warden. What is a Dog Warden? A Dog 
Warden is a person who helps dog owners comply with the Westford Dog Ordinance.  
 
Qualifications: A love for dogs, the ability to communicate effectively and a location to bring dogs until they can be 
reunited with their owner to name a few. You may think you need a kennel to be a Dog Warden. This is not the case. 
However, a stray dog does need to be kept in a healthy environment until it is reunited with the owner. A healthy 
environment includes shelter, food, water, and a suitable area for them to relieve themselves.  
 
The Dog Warden position receives an annual stipend of $500 and there are funds available for training, supplies and 
mileage. The Town also has supplies, including a dog house, that can be utilized. If you would like more information on 
helping your community by serving in this position, please contact the Selectboard at selectboard@westfordvt.us or call 
the Town Office at 802-878-4587. Westford residency is preferred but not required.  
 
 

FULL TIME ROAD CREW MEMBER 
The Town of Westford is seeking qualified applicants for a full time Road Crew position with benefits. This position 
involves skilled and unskilled labor tasks and the knowledge and operation of highway equipment for maintenance and 
repair of town roads. 
   
Requirements: valid Vermont CDL Class B license; good driving record; experience operating various highway 
equipment; willingness to work long hours, especially during winter months; ability to maintain logs; participate in 
random drug/alcohol testing; possess physical strength, agility, endurance, and mental ability to concentrate, 
mechanical abilities and good communication skills. Must pass pre-employment physical exam and drug test. A full job 
description can be viewed at  https://westfordvt.us/administration/highway-department/. 
 
For consideration, please submit resume, references, and employment application (found at 

https://westfordvt.us/administration/highway-department/) to: Town of Westford, Attn: Sean Cushing, 1713 VT Route 
128, Westford, VT 05494. 
 
For more information, contact Sean Cushing at road_foreman@westfordvt.us or 802-879-4306 
Position open until filled. Westford is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 
 
 

WESTFORD MUSIC SERIES  
PRESENTS 

HOWLING WATERS 

BLUEGRASS 
-free will donation- 
4 - 5 pm:  WESTFORD COMMON HALL 
Sunday:  April 7, 2024 

 
You will not want to miss this lively, entertaining, fun trio! They liberally play 
and interpret songs from the blues/folk/rock traditions of the 1920’s to the 
1970s. Their broad variety of styles and outstanding musicianship combined 
with dynamic performances will reward audiences as they have come to 
expect. 
 
A pie raffle is included for extra fun! Call 802-363-0930 for more information.  

mailto:selectboard@westfordvt.us
https://westfordvt.us/administration/highway-department/
https://westfordvt.us/administration/highway-department/
mailto:road_foreman@westfordvt.us


 

Volunteer 

Opportunity 
 

 

DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD ALTERNATE 

MEMBERS 
 

The Town of Westford has 2 volunteer opportunities available in the field of land use planning, design and 
permitting.  There are two vacant spots for ALTERNATE MEMBERS on the DRB. Alternate members will 
temporarily serve as Board members in the event of a recusal or absence of three or more members. 

Members of the Development Review Board evaluate local land use and development applications using the 
Westford Land Use & Development Regulations. 

 
Benefits include: 

 
• Increasing opportunity and a sense of community in Westford. 

• Gaining experience in and knowledge of land use law. 

• Boosting your knowledge and understanding of natural resource planning, neighborhood design, 
context sensitive design and form-based code. 

• Gaining experience communicating directly with municipal officials and the public. 

• Understanding how to participate in project and board meetings. 
• Learning how to read surveys and site plans. 

• Growing your career experience working with a dynamic team of individuals. 
 

The Development Review Board meets on the second and fourth Monday of the month on an as-needed basis. 
 

For more information and/or to apply please contact: 
Harmony Cism, Administrative Officer & Planning Assistant, at 878-4587 or zoning_admin@westfordvt.us 

 
Applications can also be obtained from the Town Website at: 

http://westfordvt.us/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/APPLICATION-FOR-APPOINTMENT.pdf 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

WESTFORD MUSIC SERIES 
Free Concerts at the Westford Common Hall 

21 Brookside Road, Westford, VT 

4pm – 5pm 
• May 5 – Howling Waters 

• June 2 – Play in Every Town VT; David Fuerzig @ the Red Brick Meeting House 

• June 23 - FREVO 
 

mailto:zoning_admin@westfordvt.us
http://westfordvt.us/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/APPLICATION-FOR-APPOINTMENT.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WESTFORD CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
ACTIVE HUNTING: Hunting is a permitted activity in the Maple Shade Town Forest from May 1 - May 31, 2024, and from 
October 1 - December 15, 2024. All hunting activity during these periods must follow state laws and season regulations. 
Take precautions by wearing orange and leashing dogs. 
 
TRAIL USE:  MUD SEASON is upon us! Please stay off the trails during this time of extreme muck and mud. The trails 
become damaged when used, and this problem perpetuates for years. We assume the trails will be fit for use again at 
the end of May. We will update again in the next newsletter.   
 
GREEN UP DAY: Mark your calendars for Green Up Day: May 4, 2024 and help keep Westford beautiful.  
 
TRAIL CLEANUP DAY: Spring Trail Cleanup Day will be held on June 1, 2024 at 9:30AM with a rain date of June 2. We 
have had wonderful volunteers for these events in the past, but attendance has dwindled in recent years. We hope that 
more people help out for cleanup day this year. If you use the trails and appreciate them, please consider participating! 
Meet at the Westford Elementary School parking lot Saturday, June 1, 9:30AM. Rakes, snippers are recommended 
tools. Most of the trails need “stick-flicking” and light raking to clean up storm debris. Bring shovels if you’re motivated 
to dig some trenches to re-direct water. 
 
Next meeting Wednesday May 15, 2024, Westford Town Office or Gazebo on the common if weather permitting! 
 
Enjoying the trails? Consider a donation to the Westford Conservation Commission to help our hard-working volunteers 
purchase equipment, hire professionals, and sponsor events. 
Westford Conservation Commission  
1713 Vermont Route 128 
Westford, VT 05494 

 
 

COMMON USE POLICY 
The Westford Common Committee wants to remind residents that any major use of the Common or gazebo requires an 

application. This does not apply to small gatherings like friends meeting for coffee or a couple of folks having a picnic. 
This policy has been implemented to avoid conflicts since the Common and gazebo are being utilized more. We ask all 

town organizations to also follow this procedure so the calendar will reflect all activities. 

Here is a link to the application: 

 https://westfordvt.us/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/Common-Use-Application-August-2023.pdf 

If you have any questions, please call the Town Office for assistance: 802-878-4587. 
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Winter has been fairly quiet for the Westford Historical Society but that doesn't mean nothing is happening. We have a 
new storage building, a new vacuum, and a new lawnmower—all designed to help organize and spruce up our new 
building and grounds! 
 
We actually came out of hibernation on Saturday, April 13thwhen  37 folks attended the presentation, billed as a 
“Birthday Tea Party” for the late Irene Allen.  Irene, a long time Westford librarian as well as a historian, genealogist, 
author and newspaper reporter was born in 1904 and died in 1986.  She left a treasure trove of paperwork and pictures 
which is housed in special collections at the University of Vermont.  Trish Indoe and Chris O'Donnell received grant 
monies from the Friends of the Westford Library and from the Chittenden County Historical Society and read through 
much of the collection and have begun the cataloging process. As a result of this preliminary work they were able to 
present some of her history.  Interested citizens and relatives of long time Westford residents had pictures and tidbits to 
offer which made for a lively afternoon. Some even stayed for an informal tour of the new Historical Society building.  If 
you missed this presentation it is available through Lake Champlain Access TV at https://lcatv.org/westford-historical-
society 2024-41-23. 
Thanks to Trish and Chris and all who attended, and to the Friends of the Library., the Chittenden County Historical 
Society and Lake Champlain Access TV. 
 
Three members of our Society attended a “round table” session sponsored by the Milton Historical Society in their lovely 
renovated building on April 10th. We exchanged ideas about issues we all face but we all have the issue of recruiting new 
members!! Anyone interested in joining our group is asked to contact our President, Caroline Brown, at 802-878-8890. 
 
We plan to have our building open during the July and August concerts as well as for the July Fourth celebration at which 
time we will have Westford's beautiful theater curtain on display for all to see. Stay tuned for dates and times.   
 
And, in September we will be showing the Vermont made movie, Farm Boy, at  the Brick Meeting House. This promises 
to be an interesting show, created by George Woodard in his own home! Mark your calendars for September 21 (evening 
showing) and 22nd (matinee). Details to follow. 
 
The Westford Historical Society meets the 3rd Monday of each month.  Our summer meeting time will start at 7 in the 
building at 10 Common. New members are welcome and appreciated! 

 
 

 

 Eyeglasses and Hearing Aids for Recycling 
The Jericho-Underhill Lions Club have placed collection boxes in the Westford Library & Westford Town Clerk’s Office. The Collection 
Boxes are there for anyone that has used eyeglasses and used hearing aids that wishes to donate them for recycling. All you need to 

do is deposit them in the boxes and the Jericho-Underhill Lion’s Club will take care of it from there. 
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                      TRASH, RECYCLING & FOOD SCRAPS IN WESTFORD 
 

Can I Recycle That? 

Did you know that you are not supposed to put your recycling in plastic bags of any kind? The only exception to this is 

shredded office paper, which is accepted only if it’s in a CLEAR BAG that’s tightly closed. 

Here are some other items that do NOT belong in your recycling bin: 

• Dirty containers 

• Plastic wrap 

• Durable plastic (e.g., Tupperware, laundry bins, etc.) 

• Styrofoam 

• Motor oil or hazardous waste containers 

For more information on the proper way to recycle, please visit https://cswd.net/recycling/.  There is even an interesting 

video of a tour of the Materials Recovery Facility (MRF) where your recycling goes to be sorted. 

 

Food Scraps (Effective July 1, 2020, per Act 148, food scraps are banned from landfills.)    

What are food scraps? 
Food scraps are parts of food that are typically discarded rather than eaten:  peels, rinds, cores, eggshells, seeds, pits, 
bones, shells, coffee grounds and filters, loose-leaf tea, and fats/oils/grease. Food scraps is also food that was eaten but 
not finished: “plate scraps” or leftovers that went bad.  Any type of food can become food scraps including bread, pasta, 
soup, vegetables, fruit, sauces, meat, fish, dairy, sweets, etc. 

What should I do with meat and bones? 
If you compost in your yard, the law allows you to put meat and bones in the trash, so they don’t attract animals to your 
composting bin. If you chose to bring food scraps to a drop-off center, you can include meat and bones with the rest of 
your food scraps. 
 
CSWD has an abundance of information on their website including answers to questions, ways to reduce waste and how 
to compost to name a few.  Please go to https://cswd.net/scrapfoodwaste/ or call 872-8111 to get more information.   

 

SEASONAL COMPOSTING TIPS: Spring 

• Scavenge for compostable material during your spring clean! This is an easy way to recycle cardboard boxes, just 
remember to take off any tape! 

• When adding new material to your compost pile, breaking down that material into smaller pieces will help it 
compost faster. 

• Did you know you can add ash? Just do so sparingly. Coffee and coffee filters make great composting material as 
does citrus, just be aware that citrus takes a long time to break down. 
 

How to make compost fast: https://thisismygarden.com/2018/07/summer-compost-pile/ 
 

STAY UP TO DATE WITH OUR HAULER 

Myers has now set up a Facebook page for Westford specific trash & recycling communications! You can find it here: 
https://www.facebook.com/Town-of-Westford-Waste-104918838111423). 

 

 

https://cswd.net/recycling/
https://cswd.net/scrapfoodwaste/
https://thisismygarden.com/2018/07/summer-compost-pile/
https://www.facebook.com/Town-of-Westford-Waste-104918838111423


 

 



 
 

 



Senator Irene Wrenner, Chittenden North  

April 22, 2024 

All four towns in our district have voted down proposed school 

budgets. Frustration levels are high among voters.  

Increases in wages and benefits, including a 16% hike in health 

insurance costs, and general inflation have raised school budgets.  

A new pupil weighting framework – which passed the legislature in 2022, before I 

arrived – compounds our tax burden. I’ve heard protestations that “enough is enough!” 

I don’t serve on the Senate Education or Finance Committee, so I’m working on other 

fronts to address wasteful spending and unfunded mandates (see page two).                                   

_______________________________________________________ 

Legislative Committees have spent several months taking testimony on bills referred to 

them. April always brings a new sense of urgency as our mid-May adjournment 

looms. Bills on which we gathered information for weeks, without altering their 

content, suddenly change overnight – and then change overnight again.  

Such was the case with H.706, the (bee) bill which would ban neonicotinoid-coated 

seeds. Our committee chair decided last Thursday that Vermont should watch what 

happens in New York, whose pesticide ban starts in 2029, before banning that poison 

here. He proposed moving our effective date out to 2031, which lost my vote for the bill.  

Don't get me wrong. I'm personally excited to think that we could phase out the use of 

one very toxic and persistent family of pesticides: “Today’s DDT,” one witness called it. 

Most beekeepers testified to our committee that they're losing their hives, year over 

year, at an alarming rate. Some have lost 30%; others have lost 85% of last year's hives. 

I believe we've already waited too long to address colony collapse, and that the effective 

date should be earlier, while there are still bees left to save! 

Providing a two-year buffer instead of a seven-year delay, for example, would still give 

seed companies plenty of time to produce seeds that are not coated in poison and bring 

them to market.                                                                                                               (continues) 



“What are you doing to save us money?” constituents ask. I voted NO on S.310 at the 

end of March. In floor remarks, I called out this disaster preparedness bill for being an 

unfunded mandate. I alone voted No on it. I also voted to sustain the governor’s veto of 

H.158 (successful), which proposed a new beverage container redemption system 

estimated in 2018 to cost $12M more per year to operate than the current one. 

On the lighter side of things, H.664, an act to designate a state mushroom, came to 

Senate Ag early in April. After some initial skepticism, members were won over by 

elementary school students who demonstrated their passion for this project that taught 

them about mushrooms and civics – and included forays into the forest to forage for 

specimens. Here’s a link to testimony from two seven-year-olds, which reveals their 

recommendation: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t2pIP049ONg&t=162s 

Speaking of kids, Ag Committee members spoke remotely with Congressional staff 

about efforts to modify the Farm Bill to include whole milk as a federally reimbursable 

element of school meals. Skim milk isn’t popular and chocolate milk, which is, contains 

added sugar. The naturally occurring fat in whole milk can be part of a child’s healthy 

diet, but most schools cannot afford to provide it without a subsidy. 

Also on the food front, H.603, a bill I nicknamed “parting is such sweet slaughter”, has 

passed the Senate unanimously since last month’s update. Farmers who do not operate 

inspected facilities will be allowed under state law to sell chicken parts, in addition to 

whole chickens, directly to customers at farmers markets once the governor signs this 

legislation. Federal law already allowed this practice, but Vermont law interfered. 

Catch me at the Westford Senior Luncheon and Sunday Concert Series; the Maple 

Festival Parade at noon on Sun., April 28h in St. Albans, and the Democratic State 

Convention in Burlington on May 18th. I participate in PoliTalk in Essex each week. 

Schedule at www.facebook.com/EssexPoliTalk. 

Send email to iwrenner@leg.state.vt.us. I post highlights from the Senate Floor and our 

district at www.facebook.com/SenatorIreneWrenner. Thank you! 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t2pIP049ONg&t=162s
http://www.facebook.com/EssexPoliTalk
mailto:iwrenner@leg.state.vt.us
http://www.facebook.com/SenatorIreneWrenner


 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WESTFORD CEMETERY REMINDERS 

Artificial flowers, glass containers and items with wire are NOT allowed in any of the Westford 
cemeteries.  They will be subject to removal by cemetery officials.  Also, the planting of trees and shrubs 
is NOT permitted.  There are signs posted in each cemetery.   
 

Thank you for your cooperation, 
Westford Cemetery Commission 
 


