
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 TOWN OFFICE NOTES  
Property Tax Bills 
You should receive your 2024 property tax bill no later than July 15th. Please contact the town office if you do not receive 
your tax bill by this date. 
The first of four installments is due Tuesday, August 15th. Payments will be considered timely if they are received by this 
date, have an August 15th postmark (postal, FedEx, or UPS), or are in the drop box located to the left of the Town Office 
door before the office opens at 8:30am on Friday August 16th. If your taxes are escrowed, it is your responsibility to 
forward a copy of your tax bill to your mortgage company in a timely manner while retaining a copy for your records.  
 
Please note – If you pay your taxes using Bill Pay (generating a check online through your financial institution), make 
sure you allow sufficient time for mailing. These envelopes do not bear a postmark therefore will be acknowledged by 
the date received at the Town Office not by the date on the check. 
 
In July, the State will send notifications to homeowners explaining the Education Tax Credit. If you are receiving a school 
tax adjustment it will be reflected on your tax bill. You should compare the letter with your tax bill. 
 
State Primary Election 
Ballots for the State Primary Election will be available starting on June 29th.  
YOU WILL NEED TO REQUEST AN ABSENTEE BALLOT TO RECEIVE ONE.  
You can view information related to the 2024 State Primary here: https://westfordvt.us/state-primary-election/  
 
Dog Licenses 
Dog Licenses were Due on April 1st. If you have not yet licensed your dog, please do so as soon as possible. Dogs are 
legally required to be vaccinated for rabies and licensed in Vermont if they are over the age of four months. New dogs 
will not incur any late fees for registration, but those that have been licensed in the past will now be $14.00 for a 
spayed/neutered dog and $17.00 for an intact dog. 
 
Newsletter Deadline 
The deadline for the August Newsletter is 12:00 noon on Monday, July 22nd. 
 
 
 

The office is open: 

• Monday-Thursday, 8:30am-4pm 

• Friday, 8:30am-1pm 
The office is CLOSED: 

• July 4 & 5 – Fourth of July 

Westford Town Office 
1713 Vermont Route 128 - Westford, Vermont 05494 

Phone: (802)878-4587 Fax: (802)879-6503 
https://westfordvt.us/ 
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Lumber is an important part of Vermont’s economy. The forest based industry 
contributes around $861 million in sales each year and provides direct 

employment for almost 7,000 people.    
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SUMMER ROADS 
What you need to know about summer road conditions 

 
 

• Road Projects: many projects are being done on the roads at this time. Slow down and give crews 

space to work. 

• Dust: roads can become dusty in dry weather and potholes can appear in heavily traveled areas. Going the 

speed limit can reduce dusty and damaged roads. 

• Roadside Mowing: roadsides are mowed to increase visibility and keep invasive plants at bay. Mowing 

occurs twice a year: once in late spring/early summer and once later in summer. 

• Traffic Speeds: due to the hard-packed conditions of the roads this time of year, overall vehicle speeds 

can increase. Be aware of speed limits. 

• Repairs: roads are repaired as weather allows. Know that this takes time, especially if conditions are 

poor, so it may take the road crew some time to get to your road. Highly traveled roads are prioritized. 

• Dangerous Driving: We’ve reached the unofficial start of summer, which means beautiful days for 

recreating on town roads. This is also a time of year where the Selectboard hears concerns from 

residents about cars speeding or driving dangerously along our roads. The Selectboard urges citizens to 

reach out directly to our contracted Deputy Sheriff, Brian Welch, at 802-863-7507 to report traffic 

incidents or routinely speeding vehicles. The more details you can share, the better! Where was the 

speeder? What were they driving? What time of day was it? Do you notice a pattern of behavior from a 

particular driver? Deputy Welch is glad to assist, but if you cannot reach Brian directly, please alert the 

Town Office and share details that can be passed along. 

Happy Summer! 

Reminders:  
Watch for increased pedestrian traffic including walkers, bikers, horseback riders etc. Please slow down and  
give other road users lots of room as you pass. 

 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY 
Developmental Review Board Alternative Members 

There are two vacant spots for ALTERNATE MEMBERS on the DRB. Alternate members will temporarily serve 
as Board members in the event of a recusal or absence of three or more members. Members of the 

Development Review Board evaluate local land use and development applications using the Westford Land 
Use & Development Regulations. 

 
The Development Review Board meets on the second and fourth Monday of the month on an as-needed basis. 

 
For more information and/or to apply please contact: 

Harmony Cism, Administrative Officer & Planning Assistant, at 878-4587 or zoning_admin@westfordvt.us 
 

Applications can also be obtained from the Town Website at: 
http://westfordvt.us/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/APPLICATION-FOR-APPOINTMENT.pdf 

mailto:zoning_admin@westfordvt.us
http://westfordvt.us/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/APPLICATION-FOR-APPOINTMENT.pdf


 

 

 

 

WESTFORD CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
All trails are open: We ask that you continue to 
be cautious if any trails remain saturated. We 
know there are perpetual wet spots, and we’re 
trying to remediate as many as we can. Please let 
us know of any large areas of standing water in a 
trail, or other trouble spots, including downed 
trees or other required maintenance. Email 
westfordcc@googlegroups.com  
Dog reminders:  
- Please keep dogs leashed that are not under 
voice control. 
- Be courteous to other trail users. Some folks do 
not want dogs running up to them. 
- Clean up your doggy doodoo. Bags are provided 
at kiosks at the Westford School. 
- Keep dogs off private property. Our town trails 
abut and intersect private property. 
Tick awareness: Ticks are always around. Be sure 
to check your skin and clothing after spending 
time in the forest and fields of our trails.  
Porcupine awareness: Be aware that porcupines 
have been sited and dogs have been quilled on 
Riverside North Trail in Misty Meadows Town 
Forest.  
Maple Shade Town Forest trail improvements: 
Forestry and Trail improvement projects are now 
completed at MSTF. We would like to thank our 
forester Evan Aiken and WCC member Joel Fay for the fantastic work done to remediate the trails. We highly 
recommend taking a walk on the Boundary Line Trail (green on the map).  
 
We’ve partnered with the Westford Public Library again this summer to bring you more fun activities on the 
trails this summer! See below for details! 
 
Story walk: We just installed the new story, "Hike", up at the Westford School. Start at the kiosk by Brookside 
Road and follow the pages. This almost wordless story is full of adventure and time together - you can make 
up your own words! See the red arrows on the map above to find your way through the story. Enjoy! 

 
Enjoying the trails? Consider a donation to the Westford Conservation Commission to help our hard-
working volunteers purchase equipment, hire professionals, and sponsor events. 
Westford Conservation Commission 
1713 Vermont Route 128 
Westford, VT 05494 

mailto:westfordcc@googlegroups.com


 

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE YOUR COMMUNITY 
The Town of Westford has several volunteer opportunities to serve the community.  To apply for one of the positions 
below, please submit an application (APPLICATION FOR APPOINTMENT TO (westfordvt.us)  to 
townadmin@westfordvt.us or mail/drop off at the town office. 

The Clean Water Advisory Committee 
The CWAC oversees the Chittenden County Regional Planning Commission activities and policy development regarding 
but not limited to, the Vermont Lake Champlain Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) Plan and its related plans and 
programs.  The Committee typically meets the first Tuesday of the month.  To view minutes, agendas, and other 
documents, please go to Clean Water Advisory Committee - CCRPC (ccrpcvt.org).  For more information contact Dan 
Albrecht, CCPRC Senior Planner, at dalbrecht@ccrpcvt.org or 846-4490. 

CCRPC Lamoille Basin Water Quality Council 
The responsibilities of a BWQC as outlined § 39-502 of the CWSP Rule are: 
(a) The purpose of a BWQC is to establish policy and make decisions for the CWSP regarding the most significant water 
d-quality impairments that exist in the basin and prioritizing the clean water projects that will address those 
impairments based on the basin plan. 
(b) When prioritizing clean water projects and prioritizing the most significant water quality impairments in the basin, 
the BWQC shall consult with the basin plan and CWSP and utilize the Agency's project selection protocols. 
(c) The BWQC shall participate in the basin planning process established in 10 V.S.A. § 1253(d). 
Potential members should be: 
• knowledgeable on clean water topics for the applicable basin 
• Interested in prioritizing and selecting non-regulatory clean water projects for funding at quarterly BWQC meetings 
• Interested in participating in the applicable Tactical Basin Planning process 

Please contact the Town Office at 878-4587 or townadmin@westfordvt.us if you are interested in being appointed to 
one of these positions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are have been amendments to Westford’s Land Use & Development Regulations. Specifically, there have been          
changes to Section 326 – Signs, which are effective immediately. 

 

You can view the regulations here: https://westfordvt.us/documents/planning-zoning/ . A paper copy is also available at 
the town office. 

 

 

WESTFORD CEMETERY REMINDERS 

Artificial flowers, glass containers and items with wire are NOT allowed in any of the Westford 
cemeteries.  They will be subject to removal by cemetery officials.  Also, the planting of trees and shrubs 
is NOT permitted.  There are signs posted in each cemetery.   
 

Thank you for your cooperation, 
Westford Cemetery Commission 
 

https://westfordvt.us/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/APPLICATION-FOR-APPOINTMENT.pdf
mailto:townadmin@westfordvt.us
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MUNICIPAL JOB OPENINGS 
DOG WARDEN 

The Town of Westford is looking for someone who is interested in serving as Dog Warden. What is a Dog Warden? A Dog 
Warden is a person who helps dog owners comply with the Westford Dog Ordinance.  
 
Qualifications: A love for dogs, the ability to communicate effectively and a location to bring dogs until they can be 
reunited with their owner to name a few. You may think you need a kennel to be a Dog Warden. This is not the case. 
However, a stray dog does need to be kept in a healthy environment until it is reunited with the owner. A healthy 
environment includes shelter, food, water, and a suitable area for them to relieve themselves.  
 
The Dog Warden position receives an annual stipend of $500 and there are funds available for training, supplies and 
mileage. The Town also has supplies, including a dog house, that can be utilized. If you would like more information on 
helping your community by serving in this position, please contact the Selectboard at selectboard@westfordvt.us or call 
the Town Office at 802-878-4587. Westford residency is preferred but not required.  
 
 

FULL TIME ROAD CREW MEMBER 
The Town of Westford is seeking qualified applicants for a full time Road Crew position with benefits. This position 
involves skilled and unskilled labor tasks and the knowledge and operation of highway equipment for maintenance and 
repair of town roads. 
   
Requirements: valid Vermont CDL Class B license; good driving record; experience operating various highway 
equipment; willingness to work long hours, especially during winter months; ability to maintain logs; participate in 
random drug/alcohol testing; possess physical strength, agility, endurance, and mental ability to concentrate, 
mechanical abilities and good communication skills. Must pass pre-employment physical exam and drug test. A full job 
description can be viewed at  https://westfordvt.us/administration/highway-department/. 
 
For consideration, please submit resume, references, and employment application (found at 

https://westfordvt.us/administration/highway-department/) to: Town of Westford, Attn: Sean Cushing, 1713 VT Route 
128, Westford, VT 05494. 
 
For more information, contact Sean Cushing at road_foreman@westfordvt.us or 802-879-4306 
Position open until filled. Westford is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 

 

COMMON USE POLICY 
The Westford Common Committee wants to remind residents that any major use of the Common or gazebo requires an 

application. This does not apply to small gatherings like friends meeting for coffee or a couple of folks having a picnic. 
This policy has been implemented to avoid conflicts since the Common and gazebo are being utilized more. We ask all 

town organizations to also follow this procedure so the calendar will reflect all activities. 

Here is a link to the application: 

 https://westfordvt.us/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/Common-Use-Application-August-2023.pdf 

If you have any questions, please call the Town Office for assistance: 802-878-4587. 
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First to clarify, the WHS will be celebrating along with the town on Thursday, July 4th (not the 6th as indicated in 
our last article!).  We plan to be open from 10 until 2 with the Theater Curtain on full display for all to enjoy 
along with a listing of names of some of the original town actors who signed the back of the curtain. 
  
 Also, our building on the Common will be staffed during band concerts on Sundays in July and August so 
wander over and see our newest exhibits. And, we plan to be open on Saturday, July 13th and Saturday, July 
27th from 10 until noon. 
 
Next, we are fortunate to have Amanda Gustin from the Vermont Historical Society coming to the Brick 
Meeting House on August 4th at 2p.m. Her talk, titled Justin Morgan's Horse: Making an American Myth, is 
sponsored by the Vt. Humanities Counsel and promises to be exceptional. Amanda will explore the history of 
this stallion named Figure owned by singing teacher Justin Morgan in the late 1700s.  All Morgan horses today 
trace their lineage back to him. 
 
And, to go along with the presentation and weather permitting, Westford's own Anne Brown will bring one of 
her prize winning Morgans to the lawn and be available for questions from roughly 2:30 until 3:30. Anne has 
been involved with the Morgan Horse Association and the Morgan Horse Heritage Foundation for many years 
and is known as a leading promoter of Morgans in Vermont and beyond. This promises to be a very interesting 
and educational event so mark your calendars.  The Meeting House is handicapped accessible and the talk is 
free and open to the public. 
 
Then, as a reminder, in September we are excited to be showing the movie, The Farm Boy, produced by 
Vermont's own George Woodard, and shown on the 21st and the 22nd also at the BMH. Details will follow in 
the August and September Newsletters. 
 

Know that new members are always welcome to join the WHS.  For further details contact  
Caroline Brown at 802-878-8890 or Beth Menut at 802-893-2263. 

 

 

 Eyeglasses and Hearing Aids for Recycling 
The Jericho-Underhill Lions Club have placed collection boxes in the Westford Library & Westford Town Clerk’s Office. The Collection 
Boxes are there for anyone that has used eyeglasses and used hearing aids that wishes to donate them for recycling. All you need to 

do is deposit them in the boxes and the Jericho-Underhill Lion’s Club will take care of it from there. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

                      TRASH, RECYCLING & FOOD SCRAPS IN WESTFORD 
 

Can I Recycle That? 

Did you know that you are not supposed to put your recycling in plastic bags of any kind? The only exception to this is 

shredded office paper, which is accepted only if it’s in a CLEAR BAG that’s tightly closed. 

Here are some other items that do NOT belong in your recycling bin: 

• Dirty containers 

• Plastic wrap 

• Durable plastic (e.g., Tupperware, laundry bins, etc.) 

• Styrofoam 

• Motor oil or hazardous waste containers 

For more information on the proper way to recycle, please visit https://cswd.net/recycling/.  There is even an interesting 

video of a tour of the Materials Recovery Facility (MRF) where your recycling goes to be sorted. 

 

Food Scraps (Effective July 1, 2020, per Act 148, food scraps are banned from landfills.)    

What are food scraps? 
Food scraps are parts of food that are typically discarded rather than eaten:  peels, rinds, cores, eggshells, seeds, pits, 
bones, shells, coffee grounds and filters, loose-leaf tea, and fats/oils/grease. Food scraps is also food that was eaten but 
not finished: “plate scraps” or leftovers that went bad.  Any type of food can become food scraps including bread, pasta, 
soup, vegetables, fruit, sauces, meat, fish, dairy, sweets, etc. 

What should I do with meat and bones? 
If you compost in your yard, the law allows you to put meat and bones in the trash, so they don’t attract animals to your 
composting bin. If you chose to bring food scraps to a drop-off center, you can include meat and bones with the rest of 
your food scraps. 
 
CSWD has an abundance of information on their website including answers to questions, ways to reduce waste and how 
to compost to name a few.  Please go to https://cswd.net/scrapfoodwaste/ or call 872-8111 to get more information.   

 

SEASONAL COMPOSTING TIPS: Summer 

• Break up material (both food scraps and browns) into small pieces. This allows for decomposition to happen 
quickly, meaning you’ll have usable compost faster!  

• Water your compost! If compost is dry it stops generating heat. Keeping compost moist will help things 
decompose quickly.  

• Dry grass and egg shells make great additions to your pile. For best decomposition your pile should be 1/4th 
browns and 3/4th other items such as food scraps, coffee grounds and green lawn clippings.  

• How to make compost fast: https://thisismygarden.com/2018/07/summer-compost-pile/  
 

STAY UP TO DATE WITH OUR HAULER 
Myers has now set up a Facebook page for Westford specific trash & recycling communications! You can find it here: 

https://www.facebook.com/Town-of-Westford-Waste-104918838111423). 
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SUBSCRIBE TO THE TOWN 
NEWSLETTER 

If you would like to receive a copy of the 
Town Newsletter by email, send an email to 
townclerk@westfordvt.us with your name 
(required), email address (required) and 
address (optional).  To view current and past 
newsletters visit: 
 https://westfordvt.us/documents/newslet
ters/ 
 
 If you do not have access to the Internet or 
have a computer, you can call the Town 
Office at 878-4587 to request being added 
to the mailing list. 
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