SPECIAL SELECTBOARD MEETING
VICIOUS DOG HEARING

April 11, 2025
Minutes
Present: Casey Mathieu Deb Jorschick
Pat Haller Nick Nichols
Julia Andrews Holly Delisle

Guests:  see page 2.
The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. The meeting was held in person and via Zoom.

CHANGES TO THE AGENDA
There were no changes to the agenda.

VICIOUS DOG HEARING
C. Mathieu read the notice for the hearing on a complaint of a “vicious dog” named Dak
owned by Star Lamphere presently residing at 406 Huntley Rd, Westford, Vermont.

C. Mathieu read the complaint filed by Lisa Minor, the victim who is a resident of Fairfax,
which detailed the incident. Lisa suffered several severe injuries to her arms and hands during
the attack which occurred while she was walking along Huntley Road. Lisa's injuries required
medical care both directly after the attack and ongoing. Star Lamphere, the dog owner, was
not present.

C. Mathieu asked if there were other people in the room who intended to give testimony.
There was none. Casey asked Lisa to go under oath promising that she would tell the truth,
the whole truth, and nothing but the truth. Lisa did so.

C. Mathieu asked for a disclosure of conflicts of interest and ex-parte communications. Casey
disclosed that he had received several phone calls regarding the incident. He believed that he
could act impartially in the matter, and asked the rest of the Selectboard and Lisa, the victim, if
they would like him to step down. They were comfortable with Casey participating. No other
conflicts or ex-parte communications were disclosed.

J. Andrews stated her appreciation for how both Lisa, the victim, and Star, the dog owner,
have handled this situation. She believed that everyone had made it clear that they wanted
things to be resolved in the best way possible.

C. Mathieu read an email that Star sent indicating that she would be keeping Dak muzzled
and waist leashed as well as installing a fence around the front door. D. Jorschick asked what
kind of dog Dak is. H. Delisle responded that he is a pit bull weighing 96 pounds.

P. Haller asked M. Bartholomew, Dog Warden, to confirm that Dak is vaccinated for rabies
and is not registered with the Town but would be on Monday. Matt confirmed and noted that
Dak is under 14-day quarantine in the home.

L. Minor asked Matt whether there were any records of prior incidences with Dak. Matt was
not aware of any. Lisa asked what investigation had been completed as noted in the Town’s
dog ordinance. She believed more digging could be done.

N. Nichols asked Matt whether he had been back to the house since the incident to see the
fence that had been installed. Matt had driven by but not stopped at the home.

J. Andrews asked Lisa what her desired outcome of this hearing would be. L. Minor read a
statement she had prepared ahead of time. She requested that Dak be euthanized because of
the violence of the attack, which she believed was unprovoked while she was walking on a



Selectboard Meeting
March 27, 2025
Page 2

public road. She believed the Selectboard had the responsibility to keep the public of both
Westford and Fairfax safe by euthanizing the dog. She would not typically jump to that
extreme, but she did not believe this situation would get better. She wondered whether the
fence was professionally instalied with anti-dig barriers and whether it enclosed a suitable
portion of the property. She had concerns that, even muzzled, Dak could still cause injury if he
got loose. She would want the owners to be trained to select the appropriate muzzle and
properly use the muzzle. She was concerned that a waist leash would not be sufficient
because of the size of the dog compared to the dog owner. She recalled that Star told her that
Dak had attacked another dog before and is very worried that he has now shown violence
towards humans. She believed that if her children or dogs had been with her, they would have
been killed by this attack. Lisa recalled that Dak did not respond to voice command from his
owner. She would like to know if there have been any behavioral assessments completed on
Dak.

DELIBERATIVE SESSION

At 5:26 p.m. C. Mathieu motioned to enter a deliberative session on the matter of an incident
involving a dog, Dak, owned by Star Lamphere of 406 Huntley Rd in Westford and invited Matt
Bartholomew and Holly Delisle to attend. P. Haller seconded. Motion passed 5-0.

At 6:08 p.m. P. Haller motioned to exit deliberative session. D. Jorschick seconded. Motion
passed 5-0.

C. Mathieu motioned to place an interim order that the Lamphere’s muzzle and confine Dak to
the home in accordance with the 14-day quarantine in place. The Selectboard further orders a
safety and behavioral evaluation be conducted at the Lamphere residence by a certified
animal behavior specialist with experience with aggressive dogs and return a report in writing
to the Selectboard and Dog Warden no later than 4/25/2025. P. Haller made an amendment
to include an assessment of the safety measures and plan already implemented by the
Lamphere’s. J. Andrews seconded. Motion passed 5-0.

ADJOURN
The hearing recessed to a time and place certain at 6:14 p.m. The hearing will resume on May
5, 2025 at 5:00 p.m. at the Westford Town Office

Respectfully Submitted,

Casey Mathieu
Selectboard Chair

Holly Delisle
Minute Clerk
GUEST LIST

Matt Bartholomew Emily Aiken Maria Minor
Lisa Minor Sarah Holcomb Barb Peck
Bill Cohen Anna Hudson Dick Lavallee
Brittany Shumway Aaron Minor Kathleen Porter
Dave Anderson Micah Genzlinger Brittany Collins
Nora Wilshire Glenn Minor Bion Houston

Amy Minor



Selectboard Meeting
April 11, 2025
Page 3

ADOPTED THIS Zﬂ TH DAY OF APRIL 2025.

WESTFORD SELECTBOARD

Casegathieu, Chair
Pat Haller B ()

JuIiaA%ews

William "Nick” Nichols

A



