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 TOWN OFFICE NOTES  
Property Tax Bils 
You should receive your 2026-27 property tax bill no later than July 15th. Please contact the town office if you do not 
receive your tax bill by this date.  
 
The first of four installments is due Friday, August 15th. Payments will be considered timely if they are received by this 
date, have an August 15th postmark (postal, FedEx, or UPS), or are in the drop box located to the left of the Town Office 
door before the office opens at 8:30am on Monday August 18th . If your taxes are escrowed, it is your responsibility to 
forward a copy of your tax bill to your mortgage company in a timely manner while retaining a copy for your records.  
 
Please note – If you pay your taxes using Bill Pay (generating a check online through your financial institution), make 
sure you allow sufficient time for mailing. These envelopes do not bear a postmark therefore will be acknowledged by 
the date received at the Town Office not by the date on the check. 
 
In July, the State will send notifications to homeowners explaining the Education Tax Credit. If you are receiving a school 
tax adjustment it will be reflected on your tax bill. You should compare the letter with your tax bill. 
 
 
 

The office is open to the public: 

• Monday-Thursday, 8:30am-4pm 

• Friday, 8:30am-1pm 
Closed: 

• July 2-3: Independence Day 
 
Newsletter Deadline 
The deadline for the August Newsletter is 12:00 noon on Monday, July 27th. 
 
 

Eyeglasses and Hearing Aids for Recycling 

The Jericho-Underhill Lions Club have placed collection boxes in the Westford Library & Westford Town Clerk’s 
Office. The Collection Boxes are there for anyone that has used eyeglasses and used hearing aids. 
 
 
 
 
 

Westford Town Office 
1713 Vermont Route 128 - Westford, Vermont 05494 
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The Coffee-Loving Pyrausta Moth is named after the wild coffee that hosts its 

larvae. Adults are best observed during the evening hours and they prefer 
humid conditions in grasslands along the Eastern and Central United States. 
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CURRENT CONSTRUCTION 

 

• BROWNS RIVER COVERED BRIDGE REPAIRS  
Vermont Heavy Timber has begun repair work on the Browns River Covered Bridge. There may be times where 
traffic could be limited to one lane on Cambridge Road. Any disruption will be minimized as much as possible. 
Thank you for being patient while we fix up this wonderful, historic landmark. 

 
 
 

SUMMER ROADS 
What you need to know about summer road conditions 

 
 

• Road Projects: many projects are being done on the roads at this time. Slow down and give crews 

space to work. 

• Dust: roads can become dusty in dry weather and potholes can appear in heavily traveled areas. Going the 

speed limit can reduce dusty and damaged roads. 

• Roadside Mowing: roadsides are mowed to increase visibility and keep invasive plants at bay. Mowing 

occurs twice a year: once in late spring/early summer and once later in summer. 

• Traffic Speeds: due to the hard-packed conditions of the roads this time of year, overall vehicle speeds 

can increase. Be aware of speed limits. 

• Repairs: roads are repaired as weather allows. Know that this takes time, especially if conditions are 

poor, so it may take the road crew some time to get to your road. Highly traveled roads are prioritized. 

• Dangerous Driving: We’ve reached the unofficial start of summer, which means beautiful days for 

recreating on town roads. This is also a time of year where the Selectboard hears concerns from 

residents about cars speeding or driving dangerously along our roads. The Selectboard urges citizens to 

reach out directly to our contracted Deputy Sheriff, Brian Welch, at 802-863-7507 to report traffic 

incidents or routinely speeding vehicles. The more details you can share, the better! Where was the 

speeder? What were they driving? What time of day was it? Do you notice a pattern of behavior from a 

particular driver? Deputy Welch is glad to assist, but if you cannot reach Brian directly, please alert the 

Town Office and share details that can be passed along. 

Happy Summer! 

Reminders:  
Watch for increased pedestrian traffic including walkers, bikers, horseback riders etc. Please slow down and  
give other road users lots of room as you pass. 

 
 

 



 
 
BE WET TRAIL AWARE - With the wet spring and early summer, please use your best judgment when navigating wet 
trails; if you need to go off the trail to walk the trail, you should not be on the trail. In other words, if conditions are so 
muddy or deteriorated that you need to go well off the traveled way in order to go forward, it’s time to turn back. It may 
be possible to walk on parts of a trail, but not all the way through. 
“Trails that are oversaturated are vulnerable to damage from soil compaction and erosion with every footstep.  Soil 
compaction degrades the quality of the trail by reducing its ability to absorb water, causing increased flooding later and 
making it harder for vegetation to grow.  Erosion then carries the soil away, leaving rocks and roots exposed.” – Green 
Mountain Club 
 
FLICK A STICK - Please let us know if you see downed trees or other required maintenance to any of the trails.  We’re 
happy to go out and clean things up! Feel free to flick winter sticks and other small obstacles as you enjoy the trails. All 
debris must be kept within the trail right of way on trails that run through private land, so debris should be just off to the 
side of the traveled path. 
 
TICKS - It’s still that time of year! Ticks are still out and about. Take precautions by tucking pantlegs into socks, using tick 
repellant, and always performing tick-checks after outside activities. Don’t forget to check your four-legged friends too! 
EXCLUSIVE - Be one of the very few to own an authentic Westford hoodie. Proceeds benefit the Conservation 
Commission. Locally printed on a high-quality Gildan garment by New Duds in Colchester. NEW COLORS! Available in 
red, navy, sport grey, ash; L or XL. $50 each. Contact westfordcc@googlegroups.com for ordering.  
 
DONATIONS! The WCC is funded in part by donations. If you appreciate our efforts, and would like to help fund our 
work, please send a donation to: Westford Conservation Commission, 1713 Vt. Rte. 128, Westford, VT 05494.  Thank 
you! 
 
The WCC’s next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, July 15, 2026 at 6:00 pm at the Town Office 
 

 

COMMON USE POLICY 
The Westford Common Committee wants to remind residents that any major use of the Common or gazebo requires an 

application. This does not apply to small gatherings like friends meeting for coffee or a couple of folks having a picnic. 
This policy has been implemented to avoid conflicts since the Common and gazebo are being utilized more. We ask all 

town organizations to also follow this procedure so the calendar will reflect all activities. 

Here is a link to the application: 

 https://westfordvt.us/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Common-Use-Application-FILLABLE.pdf 
If you have any questions, please call the Town 
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CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS – EMERALD ASH BORER ASSESSMENT IN WESTFORD 
Emerald Ash Borer (EAB), an invasive insect that feeds on and kills ash trees, has recently been confirmed in the Town of 
Westford. In response, the Town is organizing a Rapid Roadside Ash Assessment Survey to better understand the 
location and condition of ash trees along local roads. 
We are looking for volunteers to assist with this important community effort. Volunteers will receive training on how to 
identify ash trees and collect basic assessment information. No prior forestry experience is required. 
 
The assessment will help the Town: 
• Understand the extent of ash tree populations in Westford 
• Plan for public safety and future management efforts 
• Prepare for the impacts of Emerald Ash Borer over time 
Volunteer training will be held on Friday, July 31 at 2:00pm at the Westford Planning & Zoning Office. The training will 
include instruction on ash tree identification and survey procedures utilizing the free smartphone app ArcGIS Field Maps, 
with potential field observations following the in-office portion.  
 
If you are interested in volunteering or would like more information, please contact Harmony Cism, Westford 
Administrative Officer, at zoning_admin@westfordvt.us or (802) 878-4587.  
 
Additional information on Emerald Ash Borer can be found at VTinvasives.org and VTcommunityforestry.org.  
 
Thank you for helping Westford prepare for and respond to Emerald Ash Borer. 
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MUNICIPAL JOB OPENINGS 
For more information on job postings please visit our Careers page on the website: https://westfordvt.us/careers/ 

 

DOG WARDEN 
The Town of Westford is looking for someone who is interested in serving as Dog Warden. What is a Dog Warden? A Dog 
Warden is a person who helps dog owners comply with the Westford Dog Ordinance.  
 
Qualifications: A love for dogs, the ability to communicate effectively and a location to bring dogs until they can be 
reunited with their owner to name a few. You may think you need a kennel to be a Dog Warden. This is not the case. 
However, a stray dog does need to be kept in a healthy environment until it is reunited with the owner. A healthy 
environment includes shelter, food, water, and a suitable area for them to relieve themselves.  
 
The Dog Warden position receives an annual stipend of $500 and there are funds available for training, supplies and 
mileage. The Town also has supplies, including a dog house, that can be utilized. If you would like more information on 
helping your community by serving in this position, please contact the Selectboard at selectboard@westfordvt.us or call  
the Town Office at 802-878-4587. Westford residency is preferred but not required 

 
 

WESTFORD CONCERTS ON THE COMMON 
Westford summer concerts will be happening on Sunday evenings from 6:30 – 8:00 pm in July and August according to 
the schedule listed below. All concerts are free, but tips for the performers are appreciated. Concerts are BYO for chairs, 
blankets, picnics, bug repellant, etc., but be sure to check with Westford Provisions to see if they have a special going on 
that day. Also, the concerts will be starting  shortly after the end of the Westford Farmers Market, which also will have 
music performers and various food options. You may want to do your market shopping, get a bite eat, then hang around 
for the start of the concert on the common. 
 
Westford Summer Concert Series Line-up: 

• July 12- Highway Clyde – An ethereal, acid-jazz based sound track performance for your perfect summer 
evening. 

• July 19 - Jacob Green Band – One man swamp blues artist brings his expanded band for a swamp fest.  

• July 26 -Soul Porpoise – Burlington’s latest original soul and R n’ B supergroup makes a splash in Westford (wear 
your dancing shoes or sandals) 

• August 2 - Duncan MacCloud – Tasty Americana and Classic Rock served up hot   

• August 9 - Amerikanablue – Blues based classic rock and amercana favs. 

• August 16 - Adam & the Orbits – Back again to Westford with more rock-a-billie, Americana, and original 
offerings. 
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NEWS FROM THE WESTFORD HISTORICAL SOCIETY  
We members of the WHS are hoping you will visit our building at 10 Common Road on July 4th.  We plan to be open from 
10:00 until 1:00. Our newly restored theater curtain painted by Charles Henry while visiting Westford in the early 1900's 
will be on full display. Along with the curtain you will get to see a sampling of the early American pieces we plan to 
highlight during our festivities on July 25th. All are welcome. 

 

Here are the events planned for the weekend of July 25th and 26th to celebrate our nation's 250th : 
 

• At 1:00 on Saturday, July 25th you are invited to join us at the Brookside Cemetery as we honor 3 of the 8 
Revolutionary War soldiers buried there.  We will have a wreath laying ceremony, short readings from the 
Daughters of the American Revolution, and give you some history of these three soldiers and the role they 
played fighting for our independence. 

 

• At 2:30 on the Common near the Gazebo Hannaford's Fife and Drum Corps will performing early American 
traditional pieces for your entertainment. 

 

• At 3:30 at the Gazebo we plan to have a demonstration of what was involved in loading and firing a flintlock rifle.  
Soldiering with a flintlock required a very disciplined routine of maintenance, loading and firing in all weather, 
and required the soldier to constantly protect the weapon's priming charge to avoid a misfire. Children must 
have an adult overseeing them during this presentation. 

 

• Our building on the Common will be open from 1:00 to 4:00 on the 25th with a focus on Early Americana. We 
have early samplers, painted trays, a theorem painting, beaded purses and much more. We hope you will come 
and browse. 

 

• Finally, on Sunday the 26th of July at 2:00 we will gather at the Brick Meeting House and hear Dr. Alexandra 
Garrett's discussion of the American Revolution and its effects on Vermont. This should be an interesting 
presentation and we hope you will join us for her talk.  All are welcome to attend this free event. 

 

• Events continue on Wednesday, July 29th for the Citizens Concert Band on the Common led by Jeremy Berger 
from 7 to 8 p.m. Bring a chair and enjoy their music by late 20th and 21st century composers. 

 
 As usual, for questions please contact Caroline Brown at 802-878-8890. 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUBSCRIBE TO THE TOWN NEWSLETTER 
If you would like to receive the Town Newsletter in your email inbox, send an email to townclerk@westfordvt.us 
with your name and email address. To view current and past newsletters visit: 
 https://westfordvt.us/documents/newsletters/ 
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CEMETERY COMMISSION 

 

                                                       Thomas Atwood – Cloverdale Cemetery 
Abt 1760 – 1846 

 

                   
         Thomas Atwood                                                   Thomas (L) & Ruth (R) Atwood         
 
Thomas Atwood was born about 1760. He enlisted on June 1, 1777, in Templeton, Massachusetts, and served under 
Captain Morse in Colonel Putnam’s 5th Massachusetts Regiment until June 1, 1780. 
 
On December 10, 1783, he married Ruth Barrett in Hubbardston, Massachusetts. They had six known children, four of 
whom lived in Westford: Patty/Martha; Mary (1798–1859), who married David McClure and is buried with him in 
Cloverdale Cemetery; Jesse (1803–1884), listed as “Pauper” and possibly buried in Cloverdale; and Betsey (about 1800–
1879), whose burial place in Westford is uncertain. 
 
He applied for a pension on May 5, 1818, when he was described as in “reduced circumstances.” 
In an affidavit dated July 15, 1820, he stated that he owned 160 acres of land, a yoke of oxen, four cows, a two-year-old 
heifer, and a yearling calf, among other property, but also owed $42. He worked as a farmer and was afflicted with 
asthma and rheumatism, which left him unable to work much of the time. 
 
Thomas Atwood died October 7, 1846, and was buried in Cloverdale Cemetery. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WESTFORD CEMETERY REMINDERS 

Artificial flowers, glass containers and items with wire are NOT allowed in any of the Westford cemeteries.  They 
will be subject to removal by cemetery officials.  Also, the planting of trees and shrubs is NOT permitted.  There are 
signs posted in each cemetery.   
 

Thank you for your cooperation, 
Westford Cemetery Commission 

 



 
 



 
 
 



 

 
 
 

We accept SNAP benefits 
 
 



 



 



 



 
 
 



 
 



 



 
 
 





 
 
 



 

                      TRASH, RECYCLING & FOOD SCRAPS IN WESTFORD 
 

Can I Recycle That? 

Did you know that you are not supposed to put your recycling in plastic bags of any kind? The only exception to this is 

shredded office paper, which is accepted only if it’s in a CLEAR BAG that’s tightly closed. 

Here are some other items that do NOT belong in your recycling bin: 

• Dirty containers 

• Plastic wrap 

• Durable plastic (e.g., Tupperware, laundry bins, etc.) 

• Styrofoam 

• Motor oil or hazardous waste containers 

For more information on the proper way to recycle, please visit https://cswd.net/recycling/.  There is even an interesting 

video of a tour of the Materials Recovery Facility (MRF) where your recycling goes to be sorted. 

 

Food Scraps (Effective July 1, 2020, per Act 148, food scraps are banned from landfills.)    

What are food scraps? 
Food scraps are parts of food that are typically discarded rather than eaten:  peels, rinds, cores, eggshells, seeds, pits, 
bones, shells, coffee grounds and filters, loose-leaf tea, and fats/oils/grease. Food scraps is also food that was eaten but 
not finished: “plate scraps” or leftovers that went bad.  Any type of food can become food scraps including bread, pasta, 
soup, vegetables, fruit, sauces, meat, fish, dairy, sweets, etc. 

What should I do with meat and bones? 
If you compost in your yard, the law allows you to put meat and bones in the trash, so they don’t attract animals to your 
composting bin. If you chose to bring food scraps to a drop-off center, you can include meat and bones with the rest of 
your food scraps. 
 
CSWD has an abundance of information on their website including answers to questions, ways to reduce waste and how 
to compost to name a few.  Please go to https://cswd.net/scrapfoodwaste/ or call 872-8111 to get more information.   

 

SEASONAL COMPOSTING TIPS: Summer 

• Break up material (both food scraps and browns) into small pieces. This allows for decomposition to happen 
quickly, meaning you’ll have usable compost faster!  

• Water your compost! If compost is dry it stops generating heat. Keeping compost moist will help things 
decompose quickly.  

• Dry grass and egg shells make great additions to your pile. For best decomposition your pile should be 1/4th 
browns and 3/4th other items such as food scraps, coffee grounds and green lawn clippings.  

• How to make compost fast: https://thisismygarden.com/2018/07/summer-compost-pile/  
 

STAY UP TO DATE WITH OUR HAULER 
Myers has now set up a Facebook page for Westford specific trash & recycling communications! You can find it here: 

https://www.facebook.com/Town-of-Westford-Waste-104918838111423). 
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