
•  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 TOWN OFFICE NOTES  
MID-TERM GENERAL ELECTION 
The General Election will be held on Tuesday, November 3rd at the Westford School (156 Brookside Road) from 7am-
7pm.  
 
Absentee Ballots: The State of Vermont sent absentee ballots to ALL ACTIVE REGISTERED VOTERS by mail at the end of 
September. New ballots are available if there were any issues with your mailed ballots, you’ll just need to sign an 
affidavit voiding your state mailed ballot first. 
 
Fire Truck Bond Re-Vote: The Selectboard wants to make the residents of Westford aware that the vote for the Fire 
Truck Bond did not meet full statutory requirements and requires a re-vote. The re-vote will occur during the general 
election in November. It will appear and be voted on via Australian Ballot. Please see the last page in this newsletter for 
more information on the Fire Truck Bond Re-Vote. 
 
Further information about the General Election can be found here: https://westfordvt.us/general-election/. If you 
have any additional questions please reach out to the town clerk: townclerk@westfordvt.us or 802-878-4587. 
 
PROPERTY TAXES DUE 
The second of four installments is due Sunday, November 15th. Payments will be considered timely if they are received 
by this date, have an November 15th postmark (postal, FedEx, or UPS), or are in the drop box located to the left of the 
Town Office door before the office opens at 8:30am on Monday November 16th . The town accepts check, cash, card, 
and e-check payments. If you want to pay online there is an additional fee of 3% of the payment amount. You can pay 
online here: 
https://payments.municipay.com/e2691fd0a00a11ea9b89410d8c3cf774/search/d758c93f7df128852252bfb8ce521fafae
5ba7c9  
 
Please note – If you pay your taxes using Bill Pay (generating a check online through your financial institution), make 
sure you allow sufficient time for mailing. These envelopes do not bear a postmark therefore will be acknowledged by 
the date received at the Town Office not by the date on the check. 
 
Newsletter Deadline 
The deadline for the December Newsletter is 12:00 noon on Monday, November 23rd. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Westford Town Office 
1713 Vermont Route 128 - Westford, Vermont 05494 

Phone: (802)878-4587 Fax: (802)879-6503 
https://westfordvt.us/ 
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The Virbia Moth is a common moth in North America. They are mostly  

nocturnal and often found in open fields. Their larvae are raised on hostplants 
like dandelions.   

https://payments.municipay.com/e2691fd0a00a11ea9b89410d8c3cf774/search/d758c93f7df128852252bfb8ce521fafae5ba7c9
https://payments.municipay.com/e2691fd0a00a11ea9b89410d8c3cf774/search/d758c93f7df128852252bfb8ce521fafae5ba7c9
https://westfordvt.us/


TOWN OFFICE NOTES (con.) 
SENIOR LUNCHEON 
Boy do we have a good deal for you !! Turkey dinner w/ all the fixings without the fuss of preparation and cleanup! Let 
our group of amazing volunteers serve you up a Thanksgiving meal amongst friends & neighbors. Any current/past 
Westford residents 55+ are encouraged to join us on Monday November 9th at the Brick Meeting House.  Doors open at 
11:30 with lunch to follow around 12 noon. 
Please reach out if you have any questions.  
 
** We respectfully ask you to pass on lunch if you are feeling ill. We want to keep folks healthy! 
 
Co-Presidents  Mary Fay (878-1215) Cori Hill (238-1018) 
 
 
 

The office is open to the public: 

• Monday-Thursday, 8:30am-4pm 

• Friday, 8:30am-1pm 
Closed: 

• November 3: General Election 

• November 26 & 27: Thanksgiving 
 
 
 

FALL ROADS 
What you need to know about fall road conditions 

 

• Tourists: watch for tourists “leaf peeping”. They may be driving slowly or be in need of directions. 

• High Winds: can damage trees which then may block roads. Come across a tree blocking the road? Give the 

town office a call! 

Reminders:  
• Several hunting seasons occur during fall. Watch for vehicles parked on the side of roads. Pedestrians and 

pets should wear orange/yellow reflective clothing. 
 
 
 

CURRENT CONSTRUCTION 

 

• BROWNS RIVER COVERED BRIDGE REPAIRS  
Vermont Heavy Timber has begun repair work on the Browns River Covered Bridge. There may be times where 
traffic could be limited to one lane on Cambridge Road. Any disruption will be minimized as much as possible. 
Thank you for being patient while we fix up this wonderful, historic landmark. 
 

 
Eyeglasses and Hearing Aids for Recycling 

The Jericho-Underhill Lions Club have placed collection boxes in the Westford Library & Westford Town Clerk’s 
Office. The Collection Boxes are there for anyone that has used eyeglasses and used hearing aids. 
 
 

TOWN OFFICE HOURS 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WESTFORD TRAILS GOING THROUGH PRIVATE LAND CLOSED FROM NOVEMBER 1 TO DECEMBER 13 

On September 24th, the Selectboard of Westford voted to temporarily close: 

Covey, Schultz, Seymour, & Goodrich Trails to the general public from November 1st through December 13th. 

This temporary closure DOES NOT affect any person(s) with explicit rights of access or egress, nor does this closure 

affect any of those that are associated with the previously mentioned. The closure is to the general public. 

Trails at Maple Shade and Misty Meadows will remain open fully. 

The Town of Westford always encourages residents and visitors to exercise caution and care when utilizing the trails. We 

ask that all participants continue to respect the landowners that abut the trails, wear brightly colored clothing, and limit 

your impact by staying on the trail, pack out what you packed in, and travel respectfully. 

Thank you. 

 

COMMON USE POLICY 
The Westford Common Committee wants to remind residents that any major use of the Common or gazebo requires an 

application. This does not apply to small gatherings like friends meeting for coffee or a couple of folks having a picnic. 
This policy has been implemented to avoid conflicts since the Common and gazebo are being utilized more. We ask all 

town organizations to also follow this procedure so the calendar will reflect all activities. 

Here is a link to the application: 

 https://westfordvt.us/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Common-Use-Application-FILLABLE.pdf 
 
 

 
 
 

 

A Season of Giving 
 

Hello, it is that time of year again, the town is collecting monetary donations to purchase 
Hannaford gift cards for Westford residents in need. The gift cards provide recipients with the 
ability to purchase food and household items as needed and according to their personal 
preferences. 
 
If you prefer, you can purchase the gift cards (ones that prohibit tobacco and alcohol purchases) 
yourself. Please mail or deliver your donation to the Town Office.  
1713 Vermont Route 128, Westford Vermont 05494 
If you know someone who would benefit from receiving a gift card, or you have any questions 
please contact the Town administrator, Tommy O'Connor at 802-878-4587 or 
townadmin@westfordvt.us. 
 
Thanks, Westford Elves 

https://westfordvt.us/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Common-Use-Application-FILLABLE.pdf
mailto:townadmin@westfordvt.us


 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

NEWS FROM THE WESTFORD HISTORICAL SOCIETY  
If you haven't marked your calendars for the Jay Craven film, Lost Nation, it is time to do so, since it will be shown this 
Sunday, November 1st at the Common Hall at 4:00.  We have had a lively discussion about parking, since many locals are 
aware space is very limited at the Hall. We have been given permission to park at the now closed Westford Provisions—
both in front or behind the building (for this event) and at the 1705 property. Please come and enjoy the show and see 
what Jay Craven has to say about this new film and how it came to be. 
 
Our small but dedicated group is looking ahead to the Winter Fest and will be raffling off a hand made quilt, syrup and 
more.  Details to follow as we finalize the raffle.  And, we are working with Vermont Humanities and will be lining up 
speakers for 2027.  We appreciate the good turnout we have had with this past year's offerings and hope you will keep 
us in mind as we move forward in the new year. 
 
Our advertised Saturday openings will cease until warmer weather but private viewings can easily be arranged by 
contacting Caroline Brown at 802-878-8890. And, if you happen to drive by and see our OPEN sign feel free to stop and 
visit.  As always, new members and your new ideas are most welcome. For now we continue to meet at 2:00 on the 3rd 
Monday of the month at our building at 10 Common Road. And, as you do your end of year accounting, remember that 
the Westford Historical Society is a 501C3 organization and, as such, donations are tax deductible and can be mailed to 
the Westford Historical Society at P.O. Box 21, Westford, VT 05494. 
 
 

 

WESTFORD SCHOOL NEWSLETTER 
You can read the Westford School September Newsletter here: 
https://essexwestfordsdvt.edurooms.com/newsletters/westford-school/newsletters/westford-school-newsletter-
october  
 

 

 

 
 
 

WESTFORD CEMETERY REMINDERS 

Artificial flowers, glass containers and items with wire are NOT allowed in any of the Westford cemeteries.  They 
will be subject to removal by cemetery officials.  Also, the planting of trees and shrubs is NOT permitted.  There are 
signs posted in each cemetery.   
 

Thank you for your cooperation, 
Westford Cemetery Commission 

 

https://essexwestfordsdvt.edurooms.com/newsletters/westford-school/newsletters/westford-school-newsletter-october
https://essexwestfordsdvt.edurooms.com/newsletters/westford-school/newsletters/westford-school-newsletter-october
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On February 19th, 1746, John Lawrence was born in Norwich, Connecticut. His parents were Samuel Lawrence (1710-
1759) and Mary Hibbard (1711-1760). 
 
At the beginning of the Revolutionary War, in Sheffield, Massachusetts, May of 1775, John was 29 years old, when he 
enlisted in a regiment command by Col. Fellows in Massachusetts for 10 months. It is noted that he had several fighting 
engagements in the Battle at Bunker Hill (June 1775). He continued to serve until March 1776 when he was discharged 
in Roxbury, Massachusetts.  
 
Sometime in May 1776, in Sheffield, Massachusetts he enlisted in the Company of Capt. Bartlett for 12 months. In an 
attack by the British in New York (in 1776). During this time, John almost lost his hearing entirely by the firing of a 
cannon near him. He continued to serve in that Corps until June 1777 and he was discharged in Highlands, New York. 
 
At Lenox, Massachusetts in January of 1781, he enlisted for 3 more years until January 1784 when he was discharged at 
West Point, New York. He was enlisted up until the end of the Revolutionary War. He was no 38 years old. 
 
After a few years John started travelling north. He was in Essex, Vermont when the 1790 census was taken and was in 
Westford for the 1800 census. He was among some of the “early Pioneer Settlers” of this area. In John’s pension papers 
dated 1820, it states “wife aged 47”, Abraham, Sophronia, James & John were living with him in Westford. 
 
His wife passed away on January 23, 1838. John passed away the next year on February 15th at age 93. They are buried in 
the CookYard Cemetery, Westford, VT. 
 
 

 

WESTFORD MUSIC SERIES  
PRESENTS 

TWANGTOWN PARAMOURS 

SOPHISTICATED AMERICANA 
-free will donation- 
4 - 5 pm:  WESTFORD COMMON HALL 
Sunday:  November 15, 2026 

 
Award-winning husband and wife duo, Mike T. Lewis and MaryBeth Zamer, 
known on stage as The Twangtown Paramours land in Westford for a much 
anticipated concert. Among the most popular musicians in recent years, they 
have developed a wide fanbase. Known for their well-crafted Americana, folk 
and blues anthems, top-notch lead singing and fine harmonies. 

 
A pie raffle is included for extra fun! Call 802-734-8177 for more information.  
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                      TRASH, RECYCLING & FOOD SCRAPS IN WESTFORD 
 

REMINDER: Trash is required to be out by 6am on your pick-up day per the 
town’s contract with Myers. 

Can I Recycle That? 

Did you know that you are not supposed to put your recycling in plastic bags of any kind? The only exception to this is 

shredded office paper, which is accepted only if it’s in a CLEAR BAG that’s tightly closed. 

Here are some other items that do NOT belong in your recycling bin: 

• Dirty containers 

• Plastic wrap 

• Durable plastic (e.g., Tupperware, laundry bins, etc.) 

• Styrofoam 

• Motor oil or hazardous waste containers 

For more information on the proper way to recycle, please visit https://cswd.net/recycling/.  There is even an interesting 

video of a tour of the Materials Recovery Facility (MRF) where your recycling goes to be sorted. 

 

Food Scraps (Effective July 1, 2020, per Act 148, food scraps are banned from landfills.)    

What are food scraps? 
Food scraps are parts of food that are typically discarded rather than eaten:  peels, rinds, cores, eggshells, seeds, pits, 
bones, shells, coffee grounds and filters, loose-leaf tea, and fats/oils/grease. Food scraps is also food that was eaten but 
not finished: “plate scraps” or leftovers that went bad.  Any type of food can become food scraps including bread, pasta, 
soup, vegetables, fruit, sauces, meat, fish, dairy, sweets, etc. 

What should I do with meat and bones? 
If you compost in your yard, the law allows you to put meat and bones in the trash, so they don’t attract animals to your 
composting bin. If you chose to bring food scraps to a drop-off center, you can include meat and bones with the rest of 
your food scraps. 
 
CSWD has an abundance of information on their website including answers to questions, ways to reduce waste and how 
to compost to name a few.  Please go to https://cswd.net/scrapfoodwaste/ or call 872-8111 to get more information.   

 

SEASONAL COMPOSTING TIPS: Fall 

• Leaves and grass clippings are valuable compost materials because they are carbon rich. Add them in small 
batches to avoid matting (too many leaves clump together and slow down the compost process) 

• Cover your pile or use an enclosed composter to keep things moist but not sodden. This will also deter pests like 
bears, raccoons, and mice. 

• Other items that can go in your compost this time of year include wood ash and the skeletons of annual flowers 
& plants. Break down large-bodied plants like tomatoes and broccoli before adding them to your pile. 

• Store compost material like leaves & grass in a burlap sack near your pile for adding with food scraps. 

 

STAY UP TO DATE WITH OUR HAULER 
Myers has now set up a Facebook page for Westford specific trash & recycling communications! You can find it here: 

https://www.facebook.com/Town-of-Westford-Waste-104918838111423). 
 

https://cswd.net/recycling/
https://cswd.net/scrapfoodwaste/
https://www.facebook.com/Town-of-Westford-Waste-104918838111423


 

 

 

 

 

Fire Truck Bond Re-Vote 

 
The Selectboard wants to make the residents of Westford aware that the vote for the Fire Truck Bond did not meet full 
statutory requirements and requires a re-vote. 
 
The re-vote will occur during the general election in November. It will appear and be voted on via Australian Ballot. 
The reason for the re-vote is due to a failure to be properly warned. 
 
 In preparation for this vote the Town is working with the Town’s Attorney to properly warn the bond vote. The 
residents of Westford will be seeing postings in paper publications, on many online forums, and during upcoming 
Selectboard meetings. The Selectboard will also host a public forum meeting to provide specific information as it 
pertains to the bond. 
 
The two public forums will be on: September 29 @7pm at the Westford School and October 26 @7pm at the 
Westford School. 
 
During the weeks leading up to the vote, residents can reach out to the Town Administrator for more information via 
townadmin@westfordvt.us 
Thank you for your patience in this process. 
 

 

 

SUBSCRIBE TO THE TOWN NEWSLETTER 
If you would like to receive the Town Newsletter in your email inbox, send an email to townclerk@westfordvt.us 
with your name and email address. To view current and past newsletters visit: 
 https://westfordvt.us/documents/newsletters/ 
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